King receives injured soldier 



gonbuHsFMl talks no threat tePLO* 


AMMAN (AFW — I«»eK-Jord*uan talks on trade and bankm* 
in 4e ( xeapu^ wm not change relations between 

Amman and the Palestine liberation Chgarisaaon (PLQ1 a 
jonjhntaqwkiPCTan mid Wednesday. Mamn Muasher, spokes- 
man for die JarfamM delegation to tbe talks, said they ^vSl^ 
■»£««» bW^^^aadthePLO-Hewldapress 
°y?g>8 amoiiga the three sides is 
ewota^y fflevdawe. He sad the two sides wonid ^ ifa- 
me erf Jordan ia n bank s m die West Bank and as well as 
trade between Amm an and the autonomous areas at talks m a 
*® Dead Sea. “Jordan is keen on 
B ? g *. diroogfa expanding the list of 
roods efifl* to go “to the territories^ market," Dr. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — IBs Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday 
received at Amman Civil Aimiwt i u^'^n.kknk: 


commander of die Special Forces. Ll Dabobi was injured by a 
l an d mine when he was caught in a mine field in the former 
Yugoslav republic. He was hospitalised in Zagreb. He was 
contacted over die phone on June 15 by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan only one day after he was admitted to the 
American hospital in the Croatian capital. He was also called by 
Prince Abdullah at hospital. Lr. Dabobi was a commander of a 
Special Forces unit in Croatia. 
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Jordan marks 42nd anniversary 
of King’s accession to The Throne 


King entrusts Crown Prince with forming 
Royal Commission to serve Jordan’s new era 

. Multi-objective group should seek creation of 
economic and investment atmosphere, HM says 
Work should cover ‘private and public sectors, based 
on clear foundations that guarantee rights of the deserving’ 


Jordanians remember King’s 
untiring efforts to serve them 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty K.ng Hussein said 
Wednesday mat Jordan was 
entering a new phase of its 
modem history, and the tran- 
sition call' d for a Royal 
Cammiss-?-. to be headed by 
ffis Royt: Highness Grown 
Prince Hassan, to prepare die 
Kingdom f, y a future based 
on social ps ice, democracy, 
efficiency h! achievement. 

In a lette- addressed to die 
QomPtr ce, e quatin g him 
with fornrag a.->a heading the 
commission. :..e King said 
members of t =. new group 
should b arm : - with a his- 
toxy of p -reoru ntegiity and 
work tor aids f 1 ■ nher enhanc- 
ing the natfcas- standing 
based on a dft jr foundation 
of instjpp. Jqy-Jgya, integrity 

and hqflnau dignity. 

hi the letter. King Hussein 
asked Prince Hassan to ea- 
sme that those “who serve 
jj^witb honesty and integrity 
' and those who work tireless- 
ly” be in the panel. 

"There should be absolute- 
ly no roam for temency with 
those individuals or entities 
who abuse public foods and 
there should certainly be no 



room for tbe misose of pubbe 
office for personal gam,” he 
said. 

King Hussein reflected on 
Jordan's coming era, pointing 
out what should be done to 
pave the way for Jordan to 
enter the modern age, 
“according to sound and sci- 
entific bases.” 


Following is the text of tbe King's message to Prince 
Hassan: 


in the Name of God, the 
MerdH the Corapasrikmate 
Prayers and Peace on the 
Faithful Arab Hashemite 
Prophet 

Your Royal Highness, my 


dearest, most beloved and 
trusted brother and Grown 
Prince, El Hassan, 

It is indeed a pleasure to 
write to you as you join your 
dear Jordanian brethren in 
tirelessly paving the way for 


oar beloved Jordan to enter a 
new phase, in order to con- 
solidate tiie noble goals and 
solid constitutional founda- 
tions esta Wished by OUT late 
Grandfather, founder of 
modem Jordan, King Abdul- 
lah Bin A1 Hussein. Those 
foundations were intended to 
create strong constitutional 
pillars to support a Jordan 
built on the principles of jus- 
tice, freedom, integrity and 
human dignity. In this regard 
I would like to reiterate my 
utmost confidence in you, 
and my admiration for your 
relentless efforts in seeking 
glory and prosperity for our 
be loved country. Your active 
participation With Jo rdanians 
from all walks of Efe in facing 
the challenge of constructing 
the right social, political, in- 
tellectual and economic fab- 
ric of our fives, based oo 
knowledge and awareness, 
has brought the prospects of 
progress closer to our reach. 
This will certainly give us 
every right to become players 
on the wider human stage as 


(Continued on page 7) 


Crown Prince expects 
agreements on key issues 
with Israel in early 1995 


Omani leader hails 
Washington Declaration 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
said Wednesday that major 
agreements on the common 
agenda for the peace talks 
between Jordan and Israel 
could be reached in 1995. 

Describing 1994 as a 
threshold for peace in the 
Rgjbn, Prince Hassan said: 
*T believe that major agree- 
ments in terms of the agenda 
can be iq evidence... by early 
1995” 

The agreements will in- 
dude shared maps and sur- 
I *eys that would detail the 
borders between tbe two 
countries and “Jordanian and 
Israeli sovereignty on land,” 
Prince Hassan said during a 
meeting with representatives 
of tiie U.S.-based United 
Jewish Appeal (UJA) and 
the Jewish community in 
Boston. 

The Crown Prince told 
over 100 leading Jewish 
businessmen that the 
Jordanlan-Israeli achieve- 
ments since tiie signing of the 
Washington Declaration on 
July 25 had exceeded “ex- 
pectations in terms of break- 
ing down the psychological' 
Metiers” between tiie Jorda- 
rians and die Israelis. 

Citing rtw opening cere- 
monies of tiie Aqaba-Eilat 
Hosting point on Monday, 
Prince Hassan said “outponr- 
jpg o f goodwill... was evi- 
dent” in tfw human encoun- 
ter between Jordanian and 
kraefi war veterans and the 
fenriKes of soldiers lolled in 
the Antb-Isiaeli wars. 

Prince Hassan stressed that 

peacemaking is not for tiie 
elite but for people who 
should fed its benefits in 


terms of improved living 
standards. He said peace 
should help eliminate the dis- 
parity in the living conditions 
of the people of the area. 

Calling for a major virion 
for tiie development of tiie 
Jordan Rift Valley from Lake 
Tiberias in tbe north to the 
Red Sea in the south. Prince 
Hassan proposed that an eco- 
nomic summit for regional 
development which wfl] be 
held in Morocco in Septem- 
ber consider “a phased out 
implementation” of a multi- 
billion development plan 
being worked out by Jorda- 
nian and Israeli negotiators. 

The economy of the region 
“can be rehabilitated on the 
basis of pluralism and inter- 
dependence,” Prince Hassan 
told the Jewish visitors, who 
arrived here Tuesday. He 
said efforts should be 
dire ct e d towards evolving an 
economic model which is 
“acceptable and liveable.'’ 

Pointing to the lack of 
cooperation among the coun- 
tries of the Middle East, 
P rin c e Hassan called for a 
joint lobby committee to 
make the world understand 
that “tins region is a region 
only in name. It is feature- 
less.” 

“This is a region which has 
been a wilderness in terms of 
institorion-bnilding,” PiiiwiA 
Hasan said. 

Responding to a question 
on the Syrian-IsraeH track of 
the negotiation. Prince Has- 
san said he hoped progress 
wonid be attained on the 
Syrian and Lebanese tracks 
of tiie peace talks in order to 
support the bunding of a 
comprehensive peace in the 

“The Idea of a comprehen- 
sive peace process that leaves 


someone out is dearly a 
shortfall that cannot be 
accepted,” Prince Hassan 


"My hope is that 1994 can 
be the threshold year (in the 
peace process) and I do not 
Biwt t that,-- to the Jordanians 
and the Palestinians,” Prince 
Hassan said. 

Tbe Grown Prince said Jor- 
dan would continue to extend 
support to the Palestinian 
people, saying that helping 
the Palestinians had been a 
co n st an t of tbe Jordanian 
policy. 

Prince Hassan explained 
that Jordan’s responsibilities 
for the Arab areas occupied 
by Israel in 1967 was to yield 
sov er e i g n ty over them to an 
Arab entity. 

Responding to a question 
on where Jordan stood on the 
creation of a Palestinian 
state, Prince Hassan said: 
“There is a dear progression 
from DPti flU *! haven to home- 
land and that progre s s may 
lead at a given moment to 
statehood” for Palestinians. 

He said "There is no shred 
of paper that says the U.S. is 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday received a mes- 
sage from Sultan Qaboos of 
Oman e xpress in g bis congra- 
tulations and those of the 
people and government of 
Oman on the Washington 

Declaration. 

The Sultan voiced his sup- 
port for “steps taken in the 
light of this declaration to- 
wards the achievement of a 
just and durable peace in the 
Middle East.” 

“Your achievements of en- 
joying custody and care for 
the holy places in Jerusalem 
stands out as a dear proof of 
your keenness on dinging 
hard to Arab rights,” said 
Sultan Qaboos in his mes- 



Tbe Omani foreign minis- 
try also issued a similar state- 
ment, welcoming the peace 
accord signed by Israel and 
Jordan as a positive step for- 
ward, the first public declara- 
tion of support for the agree- 
ment by a Gulf Arab state. 

“The minister of state for 
foreign affairs, Yousef Ben 
Alawi Bin Abdullah, con- 
firmed that Oman supported 
the agreement because it is a 
step fo rw a r d to a c o mprehen- 
ave solution to the Middle 
East issue,” the official 


Sultan Qaboos 

Oman News Agency said. 

It said the minister at the 
same time urged Israel to 
work for a breakthrough for 
peace with Syria and Leba- 
non. “Without it, peace in 
the Middle East will be set 
back and tbe region will be in 
a state of instability,” tbe 
agency said. 

It did not quote him direct- 
ly but said he ex p ressed satis- 
faction with the recent talks 
between Syria and the United 
States ami urged Arab coun- 
tries to show solidarity. 


thequestion claimed. 

“There is so ceffing placed 
on p rog ression of Palestinian 
rights. Let's See what evolves 
within a civilised and political 
manner in the next two 
years" Prince Hassan said. 

Prince Hassan said it will 
be very difficult to envisage 
peace without resolving me 
religious issue in Jerusalem in 
light of the importance of the 
Holy City to Muslims, Christ- 
ians and Jews. 

He said followers of the 
three religions have a reli- 
gious responsibility in the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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ANNIVERSARY 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
Thursday celebrates the 42nd 
anniversary of IBs Majesty 
King Hussein's accession to 
the Hashemite Throne. 

On Aug. 11, 1952, the then 
17-year-old prince became 
the King of Jordan, pursuing 
the march of the Great Arab 
Revolt winch his late great 
grandfather Sharif Hussein 
Ben Ali bad launched against 
foreign domination. 

In celebrating tbe 
anniversary Jordanians recall 
the King's untiring efforts in 
developing Jordan into a 
model democratic state and 
his sincere and dedicated 
efforts to achieve Arab soli- 
darity, defend Arab causes 


and liberate the Arab will 
and resolution from foreign 
hegemony. 

The King's work to move 
Jordan back into tbe fore- 
ground of regional and inter- 
national momentum towards 
the 21st century has been 
recognised. 

The fruits of that labour 
wOl be reaped as the people 
of the region fed the benefits 
of a secure environment with 
hope for economic advance- 
ment. 

“The King has managed to 
retain Jordan to the political 
map,” Parliament Speaker 
Taher Masri told Reuters 
news agency on tbe eve of the 


anniversary. 

“But for this momentum to 
continue, many requirements 
have to be met,” said Mr. 
Masri. "’The fruits of peace 
have to make themselves felt 
quickly on Jordanian society 
in all aspects." 

Nearly 70% of the mem- 
bers of the Lower House 
support tbe Washington Dec- 
laration signed by King Hus- 
sein and Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin on July 25. 

Signs are that the coming 
peace will bring more invest- 
ment, tourism and trade, de- 
velopments that are a prere- 
quisite to a stable, prospering 
society. 



Hb Majesty King Hussein on W ed nesd ay meets with leaders of Christian communities in Jordan 
(Petra photo) 

Safeguarding holy shrines is 
honour for Jordan — King 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
Wednesday the task of safe- 
guarding the holy shrines in 
Jerusalem was a source of 
honour for the Hashemite® 
and for the Kingdom of Jor- 
dan. 

“We do not compete with 
anyone for Jerusalem and we 
do not seek to impose our 
will or rule over anyone, but 
we act out of pure inspiration 
to perform our duty," tbe 
King said in an address at a 
meeting with representatives 
of Christian communities in 
the Kingdom. 

“We will remain a united 
family on a common march 
and we will fulfill our duty 
under all circumstances 
acting as brothers and sisters 
to serve faith and the na- 
tion,” King Hussein said at 
the meeting, which was 
attended by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 

Following are major ex- 
cerpts of the King’s address: 

“Dear brothers, I welcome 
yon in tins home, tbe home of 
all Jordanians of various ori- 
gins and members of the big 
Jordanian family. 

“I deeply appreciate your 
efforts as representatives of 


your communities and for 
your review of Jordan's his- 
tory beginning with the 
Omari pact and until the pre- 
sent time. 

“I would like to reaffirm 
that all of ns will remain a 
united family and our march 
will progress as we all fulfill 
our duty under all circumst- 
ances. We hope that this 
march will set a good exam- 
ple for all others in our region 
as we are determined to re- 
main and live like brothers 
and sisters within the united 
big family of Jordan. 

“I pledge to continue to 
provide protection and care 
for tbe holy shrines as this is 
an honour for us the Hasfae- 
urites and for this country and 
its people who have offered 
so many sacrifices throughout 
history. 

“We will compete with no 
one over Jerusalem and we 
will not impose ourselves on 
anyone, but we will continue 
to work, inspired by our 


dean conscience with the wiil 
of God in order to serve 
national interests of all peo- 
ple including all the faithful 
descendants of Abraham. 

"We want to see the holy 
places serving as a symbol in 
meaning and content and a 
meeting together in fearing 
and worshipping God. 

“We have worked and will 
continue to strive to regain 
Arab rights in Jerusalem for 
its people and its owners. 

“I am honoured as much a:, 
are ail the Hashemites, to be 
one of you, working for you 
and with you to safeguard the 
trust and perform our duty as 
best as we can and for all 
time. 

“I implore God to help us 
to arrive at our objectives, 
which harbour good for all 
and aim at ensuring the rights 
of all people. 

“This is a sacred unity 
which will remain safe from 

(Continued on page 71 
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On the Occasion of His Majesty 
King Hussein's accession 
to the Throne 




ARAB BANK 

has the honour to convey to 

ms MAJESTY SUNG HU55EM 

its felicitations and 
most cordial wishes 
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Christopher sees progress in 


Mideast peace process 


REFLECTING upon bis visit 
to the Middle East this week. 
Secretary of State Wanen 
Christopher briefed the press 
on board his flight from Israel 
to Shannon on Aug. 9. Mr. 
Christopher died progress 
toward three U.S. objectives, 
including: 

— Discussions with Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak in 
Egypt on ways to improve the 
delivery of financial assist- 
ance to the Palestinians; 

— Meetings with King 
Hussein and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin on 
efforts to move forward the 
implementation of the 
Washington Declaration 
■gned by the two leaders a 
fortnight ago; and 
■ — Discussions with Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad on 
accelerating the Syrian nego- 
tiating track. 

The following is a trans- 
cript of the secretary’s oo- 
fbe-record briefing. 

Mr. Christopher: Hist, £ 
wanted to work 'with the 
Egyptians and see if we can 
End ways and means to im- 
ve the delivery of the 
to the Palestinians and 


hence enhance the construc- 
tion and reconstruction of 
Gaza and Jericho. One of the 
outcomes of the meeting, of 
couree, was that Arafat was 
there in Egypt. I bad an 
opportunity to talk with him 
directly in the presence of 
Mubarak and it was quite a 
useful three-way meeting. 
One of the products of that 
will be signature today by 
Palestinians of the OPTC 
agreement with the United 
States, the Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation 
agreement, which will en- 
courage several of our com- 
amd firms that have 


have taken place on the tele- 
phone, we have some new 
ideas for streamlining the 
process to enable the foods to 
be delivered on a more timely 
basis to the Palestinians. The 
backgrounder will give you 
more details on the subject 
Let me say that we continue 
to feel a responsibility to 
ensure that Arafat and the 
Palestinians have a full 


how 


opportunity to achieve prog- 
ress in building and rebu3d- 


un awaiting that signature 
before launching their own 


projects m Gaza and possibly 
Jericho. 

A second outcome is that 
Arafat committed himself to 
me to meet with the World 
Bank people to try to work 
through problems with the 
World Bank; to make his way 
through procedures and Ted 
tape of the World Bank. 
They’re meeting today to try 
to streamline and improve 
the procedures. 

Finally, coming out of the 
trip and our extensive con- 
versations both in Alexandria 
as well as conversations that 


ing in the Gaza and Jericho 
areas. As I told the Chair- 
man, his success is very im- 
portant to tire United States 
and the other nations who 
have been involved in all of 
this process. Despite the frus- 
trations, we want to help in 
every way that we can and 
that’s been our attitude. I 
must say I believe that’s the 
same attitude the Israelis and 
other parties involved have 
toward the matter. 

The second objective I bad 
for the trip was to try to move 
forward the implementation 
of the Washington Declara- 
tion. Clearly in those t erms it 
was a remarkable da 
day. The interaction 
the Jordanians and Israelis 
that I am sure all of you 
witnessed is an extraordinary 


y yester- yesterday, 
between mg on tin 


thing u> see. There is a rap- 
port that was really palpable; 
You could see it in the stands 
as we waited for and had 
the statements there on the 
border. You saw Jordanian 
and Israeli military men, who 
probably had never met each 
other, talking m a very ani- 
mated way, discussing 
they might work 
in die future, 
think I have never seen 
King Hussein or the Prime 
Minister in a better or more 
relaxed mood than they were 
in the two days that I was out 

there. They both bad sort of a 

sense of relief that they had 
done the right thing; the 
sense that they had made , a 
historically important move. 
It's given them a new sense of 
confidence and reassurance 
to move ahead. I was really 
struck whfaa comment that 
King Hussein made at the 
beginning, I think, of the 
press conference when he 
said “I am more at ease with, 
myself than at anytime since I 
became King." 

In my prepared re mar k s 
, r spoke of a long- 
ing on the part of both the 
Jordanians and the Israelis 
for peace and for rapproche- 
ment between them and I 


think that captures the mood 
that I found iu both of them. 
They see great prospects 
ahead. Certainly they will 
both mope conservatively 
and cautiously, but neverthe- 
less, there is a tremendous 
new opening which was re- 
flected in what they said rod- 
even more so in the body 
language yesterday, that you 
could visualise, on the stage 
and that I saw up dose as we 
took that usual trip on the 
King’s yacht followed by and 
wdkiloined by the Israeli boats 
on the E2at side and the 
Jordanian on tile Aqaba side. 

One of the other things 
that came , out the meetings 
was the schedule for the tri- 
lateral meetings- As I said 
yesterday, the focus was pri- 
marily on the bilateral aspect 
of it, but there was consider- 
able dismission of how the 
trilateral meetings would fit 


them as to the needs of the 
other party. They were not 
utterly self-absorbed, but 
they were rather thinking ab- 
out what tiie needs of the 
other party were and what 
might to done to achieve 
them. 


As I’ve said before, the 
various aspects are very much 
intertwined; interrelated. 
You could see that borne out 
in Prime Minister Rabin's 
comment yesterday when be 
said Syria wants peace, and 
the issue now is timing and 
the price. 


into the overall picture; the 
of the trilateral 


Iran’s new tank appears modelled on U.S. armour 

HimCTA ft... / Am A i r mtv m • , ■* a I A. 


importance 
meetings from the standpoint 
of regional development. 

Finally, the third objective 
of the trip was to deepen the 
discussion on the Syrian 
trade. I felt that my last trip 
had removed some of the 
major psychological barriers. 
There was less toting be- 
tween the parties and down- 
to-earth discussions. I find 
that in tins conversation was 
a very conscientious sear- 
dung on the part of both of 


That indicated be saw bow 
interrelated each of these 
matters are. So it will be 
difficult for us to portray 
progress on any one of many 
issues. It. may not in the long 
run be significant unless there 
is progress on other issues. I 
know this is a time of some 
frustration for re p ort e r s . I 
don’t feel I can report in- 
cremental progress on speci- 
fic issues. Butl can say m an 
overall sense that I feel the 
discussions are very meaning- 
ful to both of the parties. 
There is a good deal for them 
to think about and chew on as 
we leave the region. As I 
said, the reason why we are 
not going back to Damascus 
is. that f felt the one 
meeting that I had 
Assad accomplished what 
could be accomplished at the 
present time. There was no 
need for a second meeting. I 
thought it might take two 
meetings to accomplish what 
we were able to achieve in 
.the meetings that we had. 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — A new 
lank Iran says it has bnilt 
appears to modelled on U.S. 
armour sold to Tehran before 
foe 1979 revolution rather 
foan on Russia’s T-72 as ori- 
ginally thought. Western ex- 
perts say. 

Jane's Defence Weekly 

S iblished what it said were 
e first photographs on the 
fcraman Zulfiqar — named 
after the swora of a legendary 
Shiite Muslim warrior — in 
its latest edition which 
(Caches newstands Wednes- 
day. 

* An advance copy of the 
•rtide was made available to 
foe AP. 

? These show a tank with 
what appears to be an air- 
cooled engine and carried a 
®ed 105-ram main gun, un- 
like most former Soviet 
tanks. 

v U.S. M48 and M60 tanks 
sold to Iran by Washington 


before the 1979 Tdamin re- 
volution have air-cooled V-12 
deisel power plants and pack 
lOS-mm guns. 

Iran took delivery of more 
til an 800 U.S. tanks under 
the late Shah, deposed in 
1979. But many were lost 
during the 1980-38 war with 
Iraq and chronic spares shor- 
tages have left many more 
non-operational. 

The Zulfiqar, unveiled in 
Tehran April 14, also does 
not have the distinctive low, 
rounded turret of the T-72, 
which packs a 125-mm 
smooth-bore gun and is po- 
wered by a liquid-cooled en- 
gine, an earlier-model Soviet 
armour. 

“The main armament 
appears to be a 105-mm L7/ 
M68 rifled gun, fitted to 
U.S. -bnilt M48A5 and 
M60A1 tanks in sendee with 
Iran for many years,” the 
authoritative weekly re- 


ported. 

“Zulfiqar does not resem- 
ble the T-72 or any other 
Russian mam battle tank and 
the analysis of its design is 
setting a tricky puzzle for 
Western intefligeiice agen- 
cies.” 


Jane’s Armour and AitiUeiy 
Yearbook. 


However, Iran, winch is 
currently engaged in a major 
rearmament pro gram me, has 


been striving for the last de- 
to bufid 


It is not dear sc’iether Iran 


plans to mans produce the 
Zulfiqar. But Western 


weapons systems experts con- 
tacted by the Associated 
Press said Tehran is not be- 
lieved to have the engineer- 
ing capabilities of starting a 
Zulfiqar production line at 
this tune. 


“It’s probable they’ve built 
one or two prototypes and 
trotted them out tor prop- 
aganda purposes. There’s 
certainly no evidence so far 
that is has gone, or is about to 
go, into full production, 
which is quite difficult,” said 
Christopher Foss, editor of 


cade to bufid an arms indus- 
try to achieve a degree of 
self-sufficiency and counter 
international anus embar- 
goes. One of its mam require- 
ments now is new armour. 

Iran can currently produce 
mortars, fight arms, ungraded 
battlefield rockets and is 
reputed to be working on 
developing the means to pro- 
duce missiles and light 
armoured vehicles. Tehran 
claims it can now produce 
spare parts for its U.S.-built 
F14 and F-5 combat jets. • 

In the past, Iran has public- 
ly displayed a light traming 
air cra ft , a . helicopter and 
other eq uip me n t it 
were bolt domestically. 


Court cuts sentence in 


libel-against-mufti case 


CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian 
Tuesday sof- 


appeal court on 
tened sentences imposed on 
three men convicted of libell- 
ing the grand mufti, Egypt’s 
highest religious au th ority , 
court sources said. 

The three — Shaaban 
bmai of. A1 Azhar U ni vers ity 
in Cairo, Ah A1 Salons of 
Qatar University and Afi 
Farouk Afi Hasten, editor-in- 
chief of the defimet fun- 
damentalist ne wsp aper Al 
Nbur — had their snr-month 
jail sentences cut to six 
months suspended after they 
apologised to tiie m ufti . 

The case is one of a few in 
winch the g o vernm ent has 
used the c ourts to protect the 
refigkxis establishment from 
attacks by the fandameritafist 
right 

In articles in Al Nour the 


three men criticised fetwas 
(legal ratings) from foe mufti 
on fiMSCM Awiwiff and on 
foe imp ortation of alcohol, 
ng they were at odds whh 


They were first sentenced 
in April but appealed. 




The U.S. does “pofitical 
b u siness** with Islamic fun- 
damentalists in the Middle 
East, the Egyptian 
er Al 
day. 

“The uimalural American 
relationship with the symbols 
of tei nwh™ and e xtr e m i sm 
under the cover of democracy 
and human T ^* tl ate no 
more than political busi- 
ness,” the semi-official paper 
«aid in a front-page editouaL 


Past and present tight over Alexandria 


By Mimi Mann 

The Associated Press 


ALEXANDRIA — 
Throughout Alexandria, 
archaeologists who want to 
sav: lb. ancient city — or at 
fcu record it — are in a race 
v builders determined to 
e . a new one. 

.-v. stake is the hazy history 
of a Mediterranean metropo- 
tis built on the dreams of 
Alexander the Great. To 
win. the scholarly excavators 
ftu i stay one step ahead of 
foe bulldozers. 

This is salvage archaeolo- 
gy: Getting to what’s buried 
a-; quickly as possible, record- 
ii what's there, then turning 
t! ■£ site over to the develop- 
er. 

It is the same story where- ■ 
v r past and present collide: 
London, Rome, Athens, 
Beirut, Jerusalem, even in 
tiie youthful United States,- 
road-building crews strike 
ancient Indian burial mounds 
or civil war remains. 

In Alexandria, countless 
treasures sleep' beneath the 
four million people of a city 
the: has lived more than 
2,CJ0 years. 


Under a blinding sun, 
French archaeologist Jean-. 
Yves Empereur hurries from 
excavation to excavation — 
five at the moment — where 
his colleagues are trying to 
find everything in time. 

A Roman bath here, bits of 
mummy wrapping there, 
parts of an ancient house, the 
torso of a statue, a broken 
amphora filled with 1,200 
Roman coins. 

“Perhaps this was once a 
garden,” Mr. Empereur said. 
“Someone buried the crnns 
here for safekeeping and nev- 
er made it back.” 

Many centuries later, the 
garden became the site of a 
theatre, which in its turn has 
been sacrificed to progress. . 

Alexandria probably bolds 
tens of thousands of such 
tales, but Mr. Empereur does 
not have the leisure of day- 
dreaming. Archaeologists 
estimate they have no more 
than a decade left to dig. 

“Everything is a piece of- 
the puzzle is Alexandria,” 
said Mr. Empereur, on loan 
from France’s national ce n tre 
of scientific research to help 
the Egyptian Antiquities 
Organisation. “We could lose 


everything." 

Exhuming Alexandria’s 
l&X) years of history is a 
tittle tike cutting into a pan of 
lasagna. The earth holds 
layer after layer of time. 

For centuries, Alexandria’s 
buildings had no foundations. 
New braidings rose cm top of 
old, leaving a lot of history 
intact. Also, Alexander’s 
architects designed foe city in 
grids, tike Washington, D.C. 
excavators have an- idea 
where buildings should have 
been. 

“Every time you lower a 
shovel in Alexandria, great 
things come up,” Bob Bum- 
chi, a Greco-Roman histo- 
rian from tire United States, 
told the Associated Press. 

Al e x a n d ri a's story begins 
in 332 B.C 

As Mr. Bianchi describes, 
it, “Alexander came down 
from Syria along Alexandria, 
he looked out and said, *what 
a harbour*.” 

Alexander, a Macedonian 


without seeing it. 

Ancient Alexandria, as 
large as a good-sized modern 
city, was designed for beauty, 
with palaces, temples, gar- 
dens, foun t ains and foe re- 
nowned Alexandria library. 


In its heyday, “the Peari of 
tiie Mediter ran ean” bad the 
world’s finest port. In beauty 
and culture, it rivalled Rome. 
Alexandria's because so 
evocative that at feast 34 
communities around the 
world adopted it as their 
own, 12 of them in the Un- 
ited States. 


took families on Sunday ex- 
cursions. 

By the Middle Agra even 
the Pharohs lighthouse, one 
of the seven wonders of the' 
ancient world, was gone. 

Mr. Bianchi said two mod-* 
em events had done the most 


T 


to interfere with the pre- 
servation of Alexandria’s 


sites. 

necessary, they file law- 
suits to stop construction. 
That happened in 1993 when 
an extraordinary mosaic and 
other valuable antiquities 
woe discovered at the site 
i ntended far a new Alexan- 
dria library. 


The city flourished .under 
many rulers, including 
Cleopatra and Mark Antony. 
But after they committed 
suicide in 30 B.C, disaster 
struck. 


. — A British bomb ar dment 
in July 1882 foal d es troy e d 
major portions of the city. 

— Construction of a water- 
front highway a few decades 
ago -that turned innumerable 
relics to powder, then 
dumped them into foe sea. . 


“We have now a unique 
opportunity to study ancient 
Alexandria before all the city 
has been redeveloped,” Mr. 
Awad said. “Below ground is 
the stray of a city that’s com- 
pletely lost. So many parts 
are missing.” 


prince with great affection for 
things Greek, on 


ordered a city 
built right there, to be named 
for him and become , foe 
capital of his empire. He died 
nine years later in Babylon 


. Riots, battles, invasions, 
earthquakes, fixes and fluc- 
tuating sea levels took their 
toll on Alexander’s city. Lost 
within its every -changing pre- 
cincts were the library, the 
-tombs of Alexander, 
Cleopatra and Marie Antony; 
colonnaded temples, the 
world’s largest gymnasium, 
mosaic-covered baths, and 


Modern architecture has 
become the latest threat. 
High-rise buildings require 
deep foundations. At many 
sites, pOes.are driven almost 
15 metres down, mutilating 
everything in their path. The 
archaeologists try to get there 
first, 


Mohammad Awad, an 
architect, is a founding mem- 
ber of foe Alexandra Pre- 
servation Trust, whose 300 


docks for small sailboats that signs of antiquities on 


members scour the city for 
bnfld- 


Govemment officials and 
construction companies often 
'denounce requests that bvriOd- 
ing projects be delayed for 
archaeology. By law, con- 
struction must give way to 
antiquities, but antiquities 
officials often lade the win to 
use that power. 

In June, construction 
workers driving huge piles for 
a new university building hit 

a Roman water system, pieror . . 
ing an arch. Had the Roman ! 
walls not been six metres 
t hi ck, tiie entire structure 
would have collapsed. 


news in brief 


SyMHte seek to curb pork-laced meat 


niiRRAI (AFP) — Saudi Arabia has moved to prevent- 
mat containing pork emtenn* foe country after ^ 

fUAFV Spwrii Arabia has sent a delegatio n from fo. 
S^rcT^iistry to the UAE to dfsaBjnwnit^ 

they «»e 

SZ^T^Tbe visit follows (feow iy of cann edbwf 

■SSSL. port. Hie delegation u 

food imports in the UAE as a laigepait of its 
to Arabia” a UAE offfial ««L 
aSSS*S the official UAE newsa ge n t ? .WAMjt* 
Saudi delegation met with food control officiate m Doha 
TnesdayTltsaid the two sides agreed on booing cooperav 
tion and e xchanging information on the quahty of imported 
food to upgrade examination also rated 

for accelerated plans totink laboratories m *e 
Cooper a tion Council (GCC), espedafiy m the field of food 
co^.Tadded. The UAE 

of canned meat imported from the Netherlands, foe 
Philippines and other countries alter tests snowed, they 
contained pork, which is prohibited by Islam. 


Two Pakistanis held in Kuwait for drug smuggling 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) —Two Pakistanis were arrested at. 

Kuwait airport carrying two kilogrammes of heroin with a 
street value of $800,00), the official Kuwaiti news agency' 
KUNA said. The two passengers, who had flown back from 
Pakistan to Kuwait where they lived, had hidden foe drugs 
in their clothes, airport customs chief Waiid Al Sabej said. 
It was one of the biggest drugs bank in Kuwait for several 
months. KUNA diduot say when the arrests took pteoe.. 
The Kuwaiti par liame nt is soon to discuss whether to 
introduce foe death penalty for drug traffickers. Capital 
pmushment for drug smuggling already exists in two other' 
Gulf states — Saudi Aramaand the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). Dozens of traffickers have been executed in Sawfi 
Arabia since the penalty was introduced in 1987, but no 
exe cuti ons have been reported in the UAE. 
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Swiss drop case against Turkish envoy 


BERNE (R) — Switzerland has dropped criminal proceed- 1 
ings against the former Turkish ambassador and embassy 
staff in connection with the shooting death of a Kurdish 
demonstrator, a magistrate said on Tuesday. Magistrate 
Peter Kunz told Reuters the precondition for a trial or 
further legal proceedings did not exist as the Turkish 
government had deefined to cooperate and lift the diploma- 
tic i mmun ity of tiie six people under investigation. ‘The 
preconditions for a trial just don’t exist,” Mr. Kunz said in 
a telephone interview. The Swiss justice ministry regretted' 
foe outcome. “It is dearly with deep regret that we realise 
there is very fittie prospect of success for further proceed- 
mgs,” said a spokeswoman for foe justice ministry. 
Magistrates had investigated former Turkish Ambassador' 
Toperi Kaya and five other, embassy staff on charges of 
murder, unintentional killing and endangerment of me. On 
June 24, 1993, a 29-year-old Kurdish demonstrator, Sem- 
settin Kurt, was shot dead and nine others were injured in 
connection with a demonstration outride tiie Turkish 
embassy in the Swiss capital. 


Bardot calls for veterinary clinic In Beirut 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Brigitte Bardot, former French film 
star turned animal campaigner, urged Lebanese President 


Elias Hrawi in an open letter Tuesday to open an animal 
dime in Beirut. “I am of course aware of the di 


dramatic 

events which have painfully scarred Lebanon in recent 
years, and see my request only as hope for a better 
humanity, " Ms. Baudot wrote. She said a dispensary would 
help animal protection campaigns in Bieinit mid allow those 


who could not afford vets fees to seek cheaper treatment r;- 
for their pets. “I am asking for a little hope and generosity ; 


from you to use your influence so your country tan defend 
and protect animals,’' Ms. Bardot told Mr. Hrawi. 


Beirut again calls for death sentence on Geagea 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The Lebanese government on Tuesday 
called for the death sentence to be imposed on former 
Chririian party chief Samir Geagea on. a third charge, 
judicial officials said. The latest appeal for a capital 
sentence relates to charges that Dr. Geagea was involved in 
the 1989 murder of a Christian leader. Eh as Zayeck. Dr. 
Geagea, who headed the recently disbanded Lebanese 
Forces (LF), stands accused in two other violent incidents 
for which the state has sought the death sentence: An 
explosion in a church north of here in February that ItiBed 
11 people, and the assassination in October 1990 of another 
Oiristian leader, Dany Chamoun, and members of bis 
femfly. Dr. G eagea. denied involvement in the killing of 
Zayeck during his arraignment July 13, dismissing the 
charge as “fabricated.” His trial is set to begin late next 
month. Dr, Geagea has been held since April 21 at the 
Defence Ministry near here. His lawyer has asked that be 
retransferred to a prison under the jurisdiction of j udicial 
authorities and has boycotted preliminary hearings as a sign 
of protest. The Lebanese Forces militia, which became a 
politi cal party in 1991 when paramilitary formations were 
dismantled, was dissolved last March after being accused of 
mating confessional strife. 


Turkish footballer held in Macedonia 


ANKARA (R) — Macedonian police have seized Turkey’s 
ex-soccer star Tanju Colak, sentenced to jail at home for 
car smuggling, and are holding him in detention, the 
Turkish Foreign Ministry said on Wednesday. A ministry 
official said Turkey had demanded his extradition .from 


Macedonian capital Skopje, where he fled to avoid a jail 1 
e fo 


sentence at home. “The formalities have been completed,” 
he said. “We are waiting for him to be returned.” 
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r : Jordanian vocalists 

§ 

[ take to the Fuheis stage 


[By Attgham Tamhni 
ScbdaJ to the Jordan Times 


t \ 


AMMAN — In cooperation 
wife' the Jordanian Musicians 
A&ociatioh, the Fuheis Fes- 
tival Tuesday night intro- 
duced four Jordanian singers 
— • two ’ jiiniors and two 
se&ors. 


j^'amer 'Mohammad, 23, is 


one of the young singers who 


■ made his debut before the 


| Jofdanian public. 


I'i have loved music since 
cfoldbood,” Mr. Mohammad 
tofid* the Jordan Times. “I 
began singing in 1988, and I 


ah|> compose my own songs. 


en I was a child, 1 partid- 
i paled in many festivals with 
school singing group.” 
planning to become profes- 
sional singer, Mr. Moham- 
mdd recently recorded a song 
in Baghdad. He believed that 
the quick modem song is the 
right way to the audience’s 
heSfrts. 

Pami Sbafiq, 20, followed 
the steps of A'amer Moham- 
mad. From his performances 
at Fuheis it appeared that the 
nejv. trend was spreading 
among today’s young singers. 


Mohammad Abu Gharib, 


31', appeared, on stage, he 



saifi, “to amuse people and 
| arouse them to dance.” 
Actually, he succeeded to 
janjuse the sleepy audience. 
I Most of them were seen 
[dancing, while he sang. Mr. 
‘ Gljarib is inspired by Egyp- 
tian ' popular singer Ahmad 
Adawiya, whose songs and 
styfte of movements on stage 
mike you want to throw 
a Way the chair you are sitting 
on 

}.Ir. Gharib, who began 
[ sirfebig iq. 1984,. believes, that 
j talent comes before educa- 
jtich. 

1 f£f 1 have enough talent to 
J present a kind of art that 
| anjuses people, and if I have 
I am acceptable, personality on 
I stage, so why should I edu- 


Siham Safadi 


jca(e. myself? Art is just like 
.11. 'Maradona did not 


football 

study how to shoot the ball, 
I • 


but tae is the world star,” said 
Mr. Gharib. 

“The problem of any artist 
is to recognise what the audi- 
ence wants. I know that who-, 
ever comes to the theatre 
does not want to listen to 
music or songs, but rather 
wants to dance,” added Mr. 
Gharib. 

Adieu Mr. Art! 

Siham Safadi, a reknowned 
'Jordanian singer, drew in her 
audience with her folkloric 
songs and her popular voice. 

American singer Russell, 
of the Crossing Borders 
group which performed at the 
Jera&h Festival last month, 
was quite amused. He turned 
on his pocket recorder, and 
began dapping to Ms. Safa- 
di’s tunes. 


began 

“Myts 


The 

career ,in. 1972. “My talent 
helped me improve my style, 
my voice level, and helped 
me choose the type that 
suites me,” Ms. Safadi told 
the Jordan Times. The singer 
participated in many festivals 
in Algeria, Syria, Lebanon, 
Iraq, and Romania where she 
was greatly encouraged. 

As vice president of the 
Jordanian Musicians Associa- 
tion, Mrs. Safadi is the first 
woman to occupy this post. 

Mohammad Hazza’ of the 
Ministry of Education de- 
scribed Ms. Safadi as one of 
the generation of this difficult 
age. “Yes, it is a difficult age, 
because we have to fight in 
order to feel that we exist," 
be said. 
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minister meets with WHO official' American 1 :flJ *t : 

university 


AltiMAN- (Petra) — Health Minister Aref 
Ej«aineh Wednesday met with Omar Suiei- 
mqr, the regional director of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and discussed 
issues related to community medicine prog- 
rLihir.es which are currently being executed 
wii|h assistance from WHO and in cooperation 
wile Jordanian universities. The two sides 
alsp discussed prospects of dispatching Jorda- 
nia[r. physicians to specialise in community 
rr.ejditine at the Jordan University for Science 
ani Technology (JUST) and the University of 
Josdan under a programme sponsored by 
WHO. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A group of American 
students from Brigham Young University 
Wednesday visited the University of Jordan 
and were briefed on educational pro gram mes 
there. The visitors were also acquainted with 
students’ extracurricular activities and they 
visited the university's museums. 


international youth camp to 

start 


pQQte officers head for Mozambique Croatia 


| AIRMAN (Petra) — Another group of police 
officers from the Public Security Department 
i (PSD) left Amman Wednesday to join U.N. 
jpejee keeping forces in Mozambique and 
j Croatia. The 20-member group was seen off 
bvIPSD Director Abdul Rahman Udwan. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A group of 115 young 
Jordanians -working and living in 16 Arab and 
foreign countries will gather at a youth camp 
in Ajloun Saturday to start a week-long 
programme of voluntary and orientation acti- 
vities. The event, which will be opened under 
the patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
entails seminars, field trips to projects, volun- 
tary work for the local community and meet- 
ings with officials as well as visits to 
archaeological sites in Jordan. 



i The following listings are compiled from ' ☆ Caricature d rawin gs exhibition by inaad 
) moptbly bulletins and the daily Arabic press. Hqjjaj, Kifab Mahmoud, ami KhaMoas 
i Readers 'are advised to verify the listed time 
and place with the concerned institutions. 


Gfam-aibdK. 

& Exhibition of handicrafts. 


STASIS FIFT H FESTIVAL 


& Comprehensive agricultural exhibition 
(held for the first time with the participa- 
tion of the private and public sectors). 


& Concert by Lebanese vocalist Najwa 
Igaranz ct the main theatre on Thursday at 

~ Z3:®0. 

■£• Children play “Children’s Garden” at Bait 
Ai Fuheis Theatre on Thursday at 11:00 
h.m. 


Play in Arabic entitled “Die Man Who 
Ale- The Goose” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre cm Thursday and Friday at 20riM. 


* Concert by Iraqi vocalist Mofamond Anwar 
ai the main theatre on Thursday at 21:00. 


-V Children’s play “La3a and the Wolf” to be 
formed by fofldoric dances at Bait AI 
FsiHis'./nMitn on Friday at 11:00 a, in. 


Concert of Armenian pop songs Karnig 

Saritfssfetnat the Royal Cultural Centre at 

20 : 00 . 


Seminar hi Arabic entitled “Jordanian 
fiosedng Experiences” with the parti- 
dpntjon of Dr. Nassereddin AI Assad and 
Kir. Najlb Ai Rash dan at the festival site on 
Thursday at 1830. 

Poetry recital by Ibrahim Nassereddin, 
Series Samanri, Zuhair Abu Shalb, Taber 
Riyadh, and Yousef Abdul Aziz at the site 
festival on Thursday at 19:30. 

Seminar in Arabic entitled “Drama in 
Jordan” with the participation of Mu’nis 
Razraz, Narih Abu Nidal, and Ramadan AI 
Kawashdeh on Friday at 1&30. 

Pcetrv recital by Marian AI Saifi, Sanah 
and NabSa AI Khatib on Friday at 

39:4S. 


MUSICAL PERFORMANCE 


& “Oad” p erforma nce by nmrician JaU AI 
Wandi at the Phoenix Gallery for Art and 
Culture on Thursday at 2<k00 (TeL 
695291). 


imoNs 


■tr Exhibition of Jordanian scripts, does- * 
inents, and books. 

Abstract art paintings exhibition by Sahra 
Aamaren, Darya Zridfa, Norma H&ttar, 

< $nd JHhh ‘hi’nah. 

* Exhibition on the city of Salt. 


Exhibition of od paintings by Princess 
Wijjdan Ah at the Balqa’ Art GaBeiy In 
Fuheis (10:00 a.m.- &00 p.m.) (Tel. 
720677). 

Exhibition of ceramic works by Samar 
Tarari at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

Ex hi biti on of. water paints by Sudanese 
artist Abdid Qadir A) Bahhft at Baladua 
Art Gallery, Gardens Street (TeL 687598). 

Exhibition entitled ‘TSuvironmeotal Tech- 
nologies; A Tranffing Information Cen- 
tre” at the American Center. 


Jr Exhibition of paint high by Jordanian and 
Iraqi artists at Orfirii Art Gallery in Umm 
Uthdna (TeL 826932). 


British Airways to resume 



By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — British Air- 
ways will resume its Am- 
man flights on Dec. 8, en- 
ding an almost five-year 
hiatus prompted by the re- 
cession that bit internation- 
al aviation in the late 80s, it 
was announced Wednes- 
day. 

The derision by one of 
the leading European air- 
lines was seen as a direct 
reflection of the changing 
environment in the Middle 
East as a result of the 
Arab-Isiaeli peace .process 
and expectations that peace 
would bring in waves of 
tourists to the region. 

The announcement was 
made by Robert Ayling, 
group managing director of 


British Airways, 1 in Lon- 
don. Mr. Ayling also 
announced that British Air- 
ways was also resuming its 
Beirut flights on the same 
date 'after an 11-year sus- 
pension prompted by the 
dvfl- war in Lebanon. - 
In the three years since 
the civil war ended, Leba- 
non's economy has im- 
proved, and “Jordan too is 
seeing the' economic be- 
nefits of peace,” Mir. Ayi- 
ing said. “We are glad now 
to be able to implement our 
long-standing plans to re- 
turn to . Beirut and Am- 


man. 

Tony Christodola, public 
relations manager of Brit- 
ish Airways, told the Jor- 
dan Tunes that the airline 
intends to operate two 
weekly flights to Amman 


with Boeing 767 aircraft in 
the initi al - stage and gra- 
dually raising flights to four 
a week. 

The configuration of the 
plane win be 10 first class, 
and 40- “Chib World” ami 
141 “World Traveller” 
class seats, he said. 

“Jordan is the place to 
focus on now,” Mr. Ghrist- 
odda said in a telephone 
interview 'from Beirut.' 
“Jordan ‘ is' spending a 
tremendous amount of 
money to develop tourism' 
to Petra, Jerash, Aqaba 
etc. Jordan deserves all the 
attention one could give in 
tins context. •' 

“British Airways will 
bring you more tourists and 
businessmen to Jordan,” 
said Mr. Christodola. 

The airline suspended its 


Amman flights at the 
height of an international 
depression of the aviation 
industry. It used to operate 
two flights a week to Jor- 
dan when it dosed the op- 
erations, down from -four 
flights a' week in the late 
80s. 1 


to 

tby 


Royal Jordanian (RJ); 
ie Kingdom's 


the Kingdom's national 
carrier, stepped in to fill in 
the vacuum left by the Brit- 
ish aMrne’s departure. ' 

Most international air- 
lines suspended then flights 
to Amman at the height of 
the Guff crisis. The first to 
resume fall operation was 
Aft- France- -Tollowedby^ ■ 
KLM, the Dutch Airlines, 
which now operates daily 
flights between Amman 
and Amsterdam. 

Industry sources said 


Swissair was pi 
resume its Amman fli 
ay 1995; 

the German 
airline, lias not taken any 
final derision on resuming 
its flights to Jordan, the 
sources said. 

“Most international air- 
lines are now looking at 
Jordan with new interest," 
said the local manager of a 
European airline. “The fast 
events m the peace process 
have left many wishing that 
they had made advance 
p rep arat ions and studied 
the logistics of coming back 
to Amman or opening new 
"-routes.” 

“Cooperation in tourism 
among Israel, Jordan and 
Egypt h oi d s out 
tremendous possibilities,” 
he said. 


Princess Sumaya lays 
cornerstone of college 
department complex 



AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
[iehne 


house the 
ineerin 


Royal Highness Princess 
Sumaya AI Hassan Wednes- 
day laid the foundation stone 
of a permanent complex to 
*■ Electronic Ext- 

ent at 
iya University 
College for Technology 
(PSUCT) on the mounds of. 
the Royal Sdentmc Society 
(RSS), # , 

■' AccOTxpSrikkf^byalVfimster' 
'*of Highi^m&aOT''Rm ;, 


He said the electronic en- 
gineering programme is a 
five-year programme leading 
to the bachelors degree. 

The Princess distributed di- 
plomas to tiie graduates dur- 
ing fixe ceremony, which was 
attended by members of the 
college board of trustees. 

So far the college has 
graduated .669 students in- 
cluding, ip. , from nqu- 
‘Jotriaman Arab countries. .. . 

M •»» "iSV , • 


W 

AI Saoud and :l ^ 


f'Hani Mu3H^ T tffe"Prini&s abb" 
inaugurated the students acti- 
vities building. 

RSS officials said the new 
Electronic Engineering De- 
partment will include modern 
laboratories, lecture balls, 
and staff offices, and the 
already completed students 
activities buikfing comprises 
sports and recreational areas 
in addition to other facilities. 

Princess Sumaya later 
attended the graduation cere- 
mony of the 16th and last 
class of students from the 
computer college. 

Students in the two-year 
computer training course will 
be able to pursue higher stu- 
dies and obtain a bachelors 
degree in computer sciences 
following an extra two-year 
training course, said an RSS 
official. 


..Qaripijti defitaerodidh addxeter 
thanking Princess S nma ya for 
patronising the ceremony, 
noting that the college has 
signed contracts with two 
U-S. universities to provide 
expertise and training to the 
students in the new Compu- 
ter Sciences Department. • 

■ The Higher Council for 
Education earlier this year 
accredited the specialisation 
of computer science at Prin- 
cess Sumaya University Col- 
lege for- Technology. 

The PSUCT, established in 
1991, enrolled its first group 
of students in computer sci- 
ence in 1991. In 1993, 
PSUCT expanded its educa- 
tional activities and started to 
teach electronics engineer- 
ing. The college grants the 
-bachelors degree in both spe- 
cialisations. 


Tourism minister to meet 


Israeli counterpart soon 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


' AMMAN — Minister of 
Tourism Mohammad 
Adwan is expected to meet 
with Ins Israeli counterpart 
Uzi Barak wi thin the com- 
ing two weeks to explore 
venues of cooperation in 
the tourism industry, in- 
formed sources have said. 

The sources told the Jor- 
dan Times,- Tuesday even- 
ing that the meeting would 
take place.- at the new 
Aqaba-Eilat crosring point 
which was inaugurated by 
His Royal Hi ghness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin Monday. 

Mr. Barak initiated a 
phone call to Dr. Adwan 
Tuesday to discuss coop- 
eration in the tourism sec- 
tor and invite him to visit 
Israel, the ' sources said. 
They said- Dr. Adwan tokl 


his Israeli counterpart that 
it is (< preinature” for him to 
visft; Israel at this point, 
noting that Jordanian and 
Israeli committees are dis- 
cussing tourism issues with- 
in the framework of the 

negotiations. 

The Aqaba-Eilat cros- 
sing point, which would 
serve third country nation- 
als, was agreed upon in die 
Washington Declaration 
signed by His Majesty King 
Hussein and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin on 
July 25. Under the. Dec- 
laration, another' crossing 
point will be opened in a 
location in the north that 
has not yet been chosen. 

The opening of the cros- 
sing point was followed by 
a Jordanian-Israeh summit 
in Aqaba. 

The opening of the road 
link between Jordan and 
Israel is expected to lead to 
a boost, in the number of 



Muhammad- Adwan 


tourists visiting the two 
countries as visitors to both 
will be able to cross to the 
borders after only a feur- 
kOometre drive. 

Visas for the tourists 
could be issued at the bor- 
der, but Israelis who bold 
dual nationalities need to 
obtain prim* clearance. 
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Labour ministry, nurses’ union 


a 


to cooperate on employment issues 


it 

■2f 



uciiiO 


. could , f&?pp5ts curr - W 

gently occupied by foreign&qf 


Cooperate with 
fordanian Nurses’ Union 
(JNU) regarding related em- 
ployment practices of the pri- 
vate. ana public sectors,; 
Labour Minister Khaled 
Ghzawi said Wednesday. 

Speaking during a visit to 
die JNU office with the un- 
ion’s' board ' members and. 
Board Chairperson Nazeeh 
Boor. Mr. Ghzawi said the' 
Ministry of Labour was intent 
on denjing work permits to 
foreign ntiraes witbout prior 
approval from the JNU and 
before giving priority in em- 
ployment to Jordanian 
muses. 

The {minister requested a 
list of names of the foreign 
female muses employed by 
the private sector m order to 
re-examine their applications 
and status at the time of the 


.xxu 


News Agency, Petra. 

• At the meeting, Mr. Bzoor 
presented the case of the 
Jordanian muses and their 
grievances and complaints to 
|he minister, noting that 
nurses at private hospitals re- 
ceive lower wages than their 
colleagues employed by the 
public rector and are working 
longer hours. 

' According to the JNU, Jor- 
dan currently employs 153 
non-Jordanian male and 
female nurses, while 525 
Jordanian . male and female 
' nurses cu r re n tly are seeking 
employment. 

Tim minister told the JNU 
board that the Vocational 


nurses in. intensive care ‘and ' 
infant care units. 

According to Mr. Bzpur, . 
the JNU has set up a commit- 
tee to respond to complaints 
.and grievances raised by 
nurses rothe private and pub- 
lic sectors. 


Last April, Mr. Bzour 
announced that the JNU had 
taken action in court to en- 
sure better pay for 
government-employed 
nurses. 


Training Corporation (VTC) 
ite with 


was ready to cooperate 
them in organising special- 
ised training courses for 
Jordanian nurses so that they 


He said that the action was 
necessary after two futile 
years of attempts to acquire 
better pay for the nurses, 
adding that the Labour Law 
stipulates that nurses are re- 
quired to work six and not 
eight hours per day as they 
are doing now with no over- 
time pay. 


Britain donates £13,500 to Save the Children Federation 


Donation to help women’s credit programme in poverty sectors 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Peter Hin- 
chcliff, the British ambas- 
sador in Amman, Wednes- 
day presented a cheque for 
£13,500 to Mark Eldou- 
Edmgton in support of 
the Save the Childre n Fe d- 
eration in Jordan (SCF). 

The donation will be 
used for a state-of-the-art 
credit programme for poor 
women based on group- 
lending principles, accord- 
ing to Mr.Eldcm-Edington, 
field office director of SCF. 

“We recognise that 
women spend more time 
trying to earn money to 
help their husbands, and 
spend less time with their 
children,” said Mf.Ekton- 
Edington. 

He said the major prob- 
lem that poor women face 
in this area is lack of credit 
and loans. 

"Poor women don’t have 
access to loans in Jordan 
and they cannot get 
guarantees from banks and 
institutions. 

“We hope that our prog- 
ramme will help build up 
their credit,” he said. 

According to Mr. Ekion- 
Edington, the project,, 
which started in late June is 
a pilot project which grants 
30 loans to women in 
groups of 10, adding that 
non-governmental orga- 
nisations (NGOs) can work 
closely with the govern- 


ment to implement poverty 
reduction programmes. 

The SCF initial project 
site of Mahatta, he said, 
was chosen in consultation 
with the Ministry of Social 
Development. 

“We hope that in the' 
near future we expand our 
project and cooperate with 
the NGOs and strengthen 
theft capacity so that they 
can implement' the prog- 
rammes themselves/’ Mr. 
Eldon-Edington told -the 
Jordan Times. ' 

Rana Saifi, the develop- 
ment officer at die British 
embassy, said this initial 


distributed for women 
to invest in small projects 
with a capacity to expand in 
the future. 

“Financially poor women 
will get the chance to put 
their hands together to 
work on establishing theft 
own economic status 
through this, poverty- 
reduction programme,” 
Ms. Saifi smd. 

She told the Jordan 
Times that |tbe key issue in 



British Ambassador to Jordan Peter Hinchcfiff Edtagton in support of the federation's prog- 
(centre) Wednesday presents a cheque to Save ramrne to improve the economic conditions of 
the Children Federatian’s Mark Eldon- poor women 


the project is supporting 
NGO progn 


programmes and in 
poverty reduction, soda as 
promoting the social status 
of. women and finding 
Solutions to theft financial 
problems 1 of unemploy- 
ment. 

“Women wifi get the 
chance to choose their own 
activities and win be able.tb 
pay up their loans from the 


money they make,” she said. 
Many women who enrol- 


led in the project are enti- 
tled to other future loans if 


they succeed in closing 
their dept, Ms. Saifi said. 

Some of the activities 
that the poor women 
adopted included produc- 
ing cushions, ■ handbags, 
wallets, cleaning materi a ls, 
cigarettes, vegetables,, baby 
pads and watermelon and 


& 



producing small groceries 
at home and selling them. 

She added that most 
women were encouraged 
the idea, and “some of 
em told me that they plan 
to better theft lives through 
jocfeasing their income by 
increasing the trade and 
competing with other 
sources.” 

SCF which has been 
established in 1985, aims at 


making lasting, positive 
changes in the lives of dis- 
advantaged children, theft 
fam i lie s and the comm uni- 
ties in which they live, 
through sastainable com- 
munity development prog- 
rammes. . 

T he p overty reduction 
programme also ’ includes 
early childhood develop- . 
ment, basic education 
preventive health. - 
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Massacre predicted if Haiti 
crisis is not resolved soon 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (AP) 
— Haiti’s leading pro- 
democracy activist accused 
the military Tuesday of 
among thousands of civilian 
supporters to massacre Hai- 
tians, not to resist a possible 
invasion. 

“The only target for the 
weapons is the people,” 
capital Mayor Evans Paul, in 
hiding since a 1991 military 
coup, told the Associated 
Press in a 90-minute inter- 
view from a safehoose. 

The militaiy has turned 
over weapons to paramilitary 
recruits in the past several 
days and led them in training 
in downtown Port-Au- 
Prinoe. The arms are among 
30.000 guns seized from the 
Duvalier dictatorship's Ton- 
ton Macoute tenor squad 
when it was disbanded in 
1986, said Frantz-Robert 
Monde, president of Haiti's 
lower house of parliament. 

Twenty-thousand of those 
weapons are reserved for dis- 
tribution in the capital and 
the remainder for the coun- 
tryside, said Mr. Monde, a 
former Macoute and dose 
associate of capital Police 
Chief Joseph Micbel Fran- 


cois. 

A knowledgeable diplomat 
could not confirm the 30,000- 
weapon figure but said the 
army “very efficiently” dis- 
armed the Macon tes in 1986. 
The Macoute* commonly 
used M-l carbines, the diplo- 
mat said on condition of 
anonymity. M-ls have been 
carried by some recruits in 
their training exercises. 

The exercises themselves 
have been portrayed as street 
tfueatre seeking to deter the 
United States from invading 
or to intimidate die Haitian 
populace. 

“I think despite the people 
running around, shooting 
around trees with broom- 


concerned about the big show 
that's taking place to encour- 
age nationalist fervour,' 1 
U.S. embassy spokesman 
Stanley Schrager told repor- 
ters Tuesday. 

“But I don’t think anybody 
has any doubt that the initial 
phase of any kind of (U.S.) 
military intervention would 
be very difficult. It’s what 
happens after that.” 

U.S. officials, publicly 
committed to ending the 


nearly three-year rule of Hai- 
tian coup leaders, are ex- 
amining ways to both seize 
key installations and protect 
Haitians from their own sol- 
diers. The military and its 
allies are responsible for 
many of the up to 3,000 
political killing s after the 
overthrow of elected Presi- 
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

People in die democratic 
movement have expressed 
concern that they and their 
supporters could be targeted 
by the new recruits. Many of 
them former Macoutes or sol- 
diers. The weapons also 
could be used far vengeance 
or extortion, said Mayor 
Paul, who led Mr. Aristide's 
successful 1990 presidential 


“Most of them (the re- 
cruits), covered by a political 
alibi, will try to settle then- 
own personal problems,” 
said Mr. Paul, who escaped 
an assassination attempt in 
September. 

He and a group of Amer- 
ican clergy and human 
rights advocates living in 
Haiti urged Washington to 
move swiftly to end the milit- 
ary's rale. 


Colombia killing of leftist senator 
a grim reminder of rights abuses 


BOGOTA (R) — The assas- 
sination of a leading leftist 
politician has highlighted 
what human rights groups say 
are appalling rights condi- 
tions in Colombia. 

The shooting death of 
Senator Manuel cepeda Var- 
gas in broad daylight in 
Bogota prompted human 
rights activists to call for Col- 
ombia's brand-new president 
to take steps and improve the 
situation. 

President Ernesto Samper, 
who took office Sunday, was 
quick to condemn the lolling, 
saying: “We will intensify all 
the state's actions to keep 
fighting all class of incidents 
that interrupt the people's 
well being.” 

But human rights, activists 
expressed scepticism. They 
recalled the good intentions 
of previous governments 
proved ineffective. 

“Samper might Have the 
right intentions but his prop- 
osals so far show that he has 
not worked out any coherent 


strategy to stop the vio- 
lence,” said Jesus Anibal 
Suarez, secretary of the 
Permanent Committee on 
Human Rights. 

Sen. Cepeda was the most 
important left-wing politician 
to be murdered in Colombia 
since the M-19 movement’s 
presidential candidate. Carlos 
Pizarro, was shot dead 
aboard an airliner in April 
1990. Hundreds of lesser 
activists have died in die in- 
tervening four years. 

Amnesty International 
officials, during a recent news 
conference in Bogota, ac- 
cused Colombia of being one 
of the worst human rights 
vioblOD m die world with mare 
than 20,000 political killings 
in die last eight years. 

It blamed security forces 
for most of the killings and 
called on the United States to 
suspend military aid. 

Sen. Cepeda, 64, was die 
sole representative in the 
Senate of a coalition between 
the Colombian Communist 


Party and the leftist Patriotic 
Union Party. 

Like many of Colombia’s 
political assassinations, Sen. 
Cepeda's had been foresha- 
dowed by death threats, and 
the government was accused 
of failing to prevent it. 

Standing beside die car in 
which his father’s bloodied 
body lay, Ivan Cepeda Var- 
gas told Reuters that Manuel 
Cepeda has complained to 
the government about the 
death threats be had reoaved 
and asked for protection but 
got no help. 

“The government never 
offered him protection,” he 
said, as Communist Party 
activists chanted: “The milit- 
ary assassinated Manuel 
Cepeda with government 
complicity.” 

Sen. Cepeda was driving 
into Bogota from a western 
suburb when a jeep-borne 

gnnmiwi pulled Up tO his C3T 

and killed bam. No one im- 
mediately claimed responsi- 
bility for the attack. 
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Some of the approximately delegates attending 
a convention sp o n s ored by the rebel Z a pa ti sta 
National Liberation Army In the Lancandoa 
jungle in Chiapas state vote on the second day 


at their gathering. The rebels and their sup- 
porters dosed thdr convention raffing for the 
pcaoe ftri ov e r t hr ow of tile rating party hi Aug. 
21 presidential election (AFP photo 


Zapatista convention ends with call 
for peaceful change in Mexico 


AGUASCALEENTES, Mex- 
ico (AFP) — A convention 
organised by Mexico's Zapa- 
tista rebels ended with a call 
for peaceful change and an 
appeal to vote against the 
party that has ruled Mexico 
for 65 years. 

Some 5,000 delegates to 
the convention that ended 
Tuesday in the zone of a 
rebel uprising also called for 
"four days of peace and jus- 
tice for democracy" starting 
Aug. 17 until the Aug. 21. 
presidential and legislative 
elections. 

Subco mm andante Marcos, 
assumed to be the leader of 
the Zapatistas who staged a 
Jan. 1 uprising in this im- 
poverished region, called on 
“Mexico's civilian society to 
lead the way for democratic 
change and obviate the need 
for our armed alternative. 

“This is not the time for 
arms, and we will move to the 
side, but we will not leave," 
Comm. Marcos told the con- 
vention. 

The delegates came from a 
variety of peasant, native, 
academic and labour orga- 
nisations but there were no 
representatives from 
government-recognised 
opposition groups or major 
Labour unions. 


No major party candidates 
attended the gathering, 
which was dubbed the 
“National Democratic Con- 
vention.” 

The convention sought to 
mobilise opposition to the 
Institutional Revolutionary 
Party which has ruled Mexico 
for the past 65 years and its 
presidential candidate, 
Ernesto Zedillo, who is 
favoured to win the poll. 

But the delegates declined 
to back either of the two 
major opposition party candi- 
dates — the conservative 
National Action Party's 
Diego Fernandez and 
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas of the 
centrist Party of of the 
Democratic Revolution. 

Organise!* of the conven- 
tion in a remote jungle region 
in southern Mexico have cal- 
led for a constitutional con- 
vention aimed at “restoring 
democracy” through the 
naming of a provisional gov- 
ernment and the creation of a 
special constituent assembly. 

Rebels — whose peace 
talks with the government 
were called off until after the 
elections — have threatened 
to resume fighting if the bal- 
lot is not free and fair. 

1 Tbe delegates called for 
strikes, demonstrations and 



“Every day of delay costs 
more lives,” the American 
group told U.S. Ambassador 
Wflnam Swing in a s t atem e nt 
Tuesday. “Any action taken 
must not be used as a pretext 
for subsequent attack on the 
general population.” 

Making a similar point, 
Mr. Paul reported a shooting 
attack Tuesday night on the 
home of suburban PetiooviUe 
Mayor Lydie Parent and her 
brother, pro-Aristide Sea. 
dark Parent A woman liv- 
ing in the home was wound- 
ed, Mr. Paul said. 

Mr. Monde, the pro-army 
parliamentarian, and Sen. 
Bernard Sansaricq, a friend 
of army Commander Raoul 
Cedras, told the AP the para- 
military units could enter 

poor neighbourhoods and be- 
gin shooting if U.S.-led 
troops invaded. 

“u there is an invasion, 
whole towns will be set on 
fire,” Mr. Monde ssakL 
The poorer neighbour- 
hoods tend to be Aristide 
strongholds. 

“The United States doesn’t 
know what it’s getting into,” 
Sen. Sansaricq said. “IPs giv- 
ing me bad dreams.” 


Concerns 
raised over 
Cambodian 
army 
build-up 

KAMPOT, Cambodia (R) — 
The Cambodian army is en- 
coding a Ktaner Rouge camp 
whe re three Western hos- 
tages are being held, raising 
fears they could jeopardise 
negotiations to free the cap- 
tives, diplomats said Wednes- 
day. 

Some local army units have 
advanced to within 500 
metres of Khm er Rouge posi- 
tions near their o p tnnrane at 
Vine M oun tain, about 150 
kilometres sooth. of Phnom 
Penh, a senior army officer, 
said Tuesday. 

“Now we have a plan to 
surround the place where 
they have the hostages and 
then we will speak to them 
(Khmer Rouge) and ask. 
them to be released,” Col- 
onel Som Sakha said from a 
roadside outpost in Ko m pong 
Tkach district, dose to Vine 
Mountain. 

“If they don’t release the 
foreigners, we will attack,” 
he said. 

Mark Slater, 28, from Bri- 
tain, Jean-Mkfael Braqoet, 
28, from France and David 
WDson, 29, an Australian, 
were taken hostage by the 
Khmer Rouge after their 
Kampot-bound train was 
ambushed on July 26. 

Thirteen people were kil- 
led in the attack and another 
16 were still held captive, 
mdudmg the three Wester- 
ners and three ethnic Viet- 
namese. 

Cot Sokha estimated more 
than 5,000 sokficre would be 
required to complete the en- 
drdemenL 
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has f^apoLible VS, a 
distributed thou— ids of old rifles to newly country (AFP photo) 


tandH of thdr 


Taslima Nasrin said to leave Bangladesh 


DHAKA (R) — Controver- 
sial Bangladesh feminist wri- 
ter TasBma Nasrin, under 
death threat from Muslim ex- 
tremes for allegedly insult- 
ing Islam, has left the country 
for an unknown destination, a 
senior government official 
said Wednesday. 

“My information says she 
appears to have left the coun- 
try,” Home Secretary Azi- 
muddm Ahmad told repor- 
ters. 

A new Dhaka newspaper, 
A1 Mu j added, reported car- 
tier Wednesay that Ms. Nas- 
rin had left for Bangkok 
Tuesday with a Norwegian 
passport. 

The Bangladeshi Home 
and Foreign Affairs Ministers 
immediately denied any 
knowledge of her move- 
ments. 

Ms. Nasrin was granted 
bail by the High Court last 
Wednesday on a charge of 
insulting Islam. Mr. Ahmad 
said there was no bar on her 
leaving the country. 

“She is now free to go out 
of the country and return like 
any other citizen,” he told 
reporters. 

Police lifted a warrant of 
arrest on her last Friday but 
were still standing guard at 
Ms. Nasrin’s Dhaka apart- 
ment. 

“Our job is to guard die 
apartment. We don’t know if 
she has left or not,” one 
police officer said. 

Foreign Ministry officials 
said -Wednesday afternoon 
they were still checking on 
reports about her leaving 
Bangladesh. 

“We could not confirm it 


yet,” said Zahid Hossain, 
director-general of the minis- 
try’s External Publicity De- 
partment. 

Ai-Mujadded said the 
Norwegian charge d’afiairs 
□ret Foreign Ministry officials 
in Dhaka Tuesday, but this 
could not be confirmed. 

Ms. Nasrin’s family could 
not be contacted. However, 
police said they saw Ms. Nas- 
rin’s younger aster, Roxana 
Yasnrin, leaving the apart- 
ment early Wednesday. They 
could not give further details. 

Ms. Nasrin’s friends, who 
also said they did not know if 
she had already flown out, 
said her probable destina- 
tions would be Norway or 
Sweden “where she is a very 
acceptable 'person in the first 
place.” 

“Her third choice is the 
United States and then Ger- 
many,” one family friend told 
Reuters. However, no one 
knew for certain where she 
was beading. 

Ms. Nasrin had remained 
a fugitive since June 4 after 
the government ordered her 
arrest for insulting Muslim re- 
ligious feelings after she was 
quoted by India’s Statesman 
newspaper as -saying Islam’s 
holy book. The Koran, 
should be “revised thorough- 
ly.” 

Ms. N asrin said she was 
misquoted but the ne w sp ap er 
stood by its report. 

Earlier, she had offended 
many Muslims by saying 
women werp tzeated'as slaves 
by men who practice the reli- 
gion. 

Her purported comment 
on The Koran provoked 


Muslim fury and Islamic mili- 
tants offered cash rewards for 
her death. 

Ms. Nasrin’s court appear- 
ance followed two months in 

hiding. . 

Swedish and Norwegian 
foreign ministries would 
neither confirm nor deny re- 
ports that Ms. Nasrin was on 
her way to either country. 

“Yes, we know she has left 
. the country (Bangladesh),” 
Swedish Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Henrik Norman 
told Reuters in Stockholm. 

- “We can neither confirm 
nor deny anything about 
Sweden since this would lead 
to a difficult situation in tight 
erf people who are out to kill 
her,” he said. 

Mr. Norman said Sweden, 
along with a number of other 
countries, had been working 
to guarantee Nasrin’s safety 
and allow, her to leave the 
country. 

'The Norwegian Foreign 
Ministry does not know if she 
is on her way to Norway,” a 
ministry spokesman in Oslo 
said. 

He denied an earlier report 
that a Norwegian diplomat 
had helped' Nasrin leave 
Dhaka. 

The Swedish Foreign 
Minister Margaretha Af 
Ugglas said in a statement 
she was pleased Mb. Nasrin 
bad been able to leave Bang- 
ladesh legally. She gave no 
precise details of the author’s 
whereabouts. 

‘The Swedish government, 
tike many others, has been 
actively Involved in her case 
for a long time,” Ms. Af 
Ugglas said. 


International AIDS conference 
urges greater awareness, tolerance 


YOKOHAMA, Japan (AFP) 
— AIDS researchers and 
activists attending an interna- 
tional confere n ce here called 
Wednesday for increased 
awareness of the disease to 
prevent the marginalisation 
of s u ffe rers . 

During the thud-day of an 
in ta iM f l nqai AIDS confer- 
ence here, Junsuda Suwon- 
jundee, a Thai woman with 
AIDS, said: “Death no lon- 
ger frightens ns. What fright- 
ens us is how we can continue 


to live in society.” 

Ms. Suwonjundee, a mem- 
ber of a Thai AIDS support 
group, said that when she 
initially revealed die had the 
acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS), her family 
was reluctant to carry on 
Swing with her. 

“They were afraid to have 
me live in the same bouse so I 
decided to leave home for the 
clinic,” die said. 

She added: “As we are not 
welcome in some hospitals, 


we must go to the few hospit- 
als that wiD accept us. Bed 
space, however, is limited.” 

She also said that the basic 
human rights of AIDS pa- 
tients were infringed by some 
doctors who secretly tested 
for the Human Immunodefi- 
ciency Virus, (HIV), the 
virus which leads to the dis- 
ease. 

“If the patient has HIV, 
they will refuse to treat that 
patient,” she said. 


Moldova’s Dnestr area quits Russian army pullout talks 


other unspecified actions if 
the vote is marred try fraud. 

But political scientist Pablo 
Gonzalez Casanova, one of 
the 100 delegates named to a 
collective “presidency” said 
the plan was “not at all insur- 
rectional. ” 

With less than two weeks 
before the Mexican election, 
the democratic Party’s cam- 
paign has not caught fire the 
way it did in 1988, when it 
nearly swept the longtime 
ruling party from power. 

The party, known as the 
PRD, is widely believed to 
have won more votes in the 
last election than the Institu- 
tional Revolutionary Party 
(PRI), which was defeated 
the winner only after vote- 
tallying computers were mys- 
teriously shut down. 

But this year, polls show 
the left-leaning PRD battling 
■the conservative National 
Action Party (PAN) for 
second place behind the PRI. 

PRD leaders say the party 
is gaining in the last stretch of 
the campaign but they con- 
cede it has been badly 
weakened in this election by 
a six-year campaign by the 
PRI to portray the PRD and 
its presidential candidate, „ 
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, -as 1 - 
violent and radical. 


K3SHINYOV (R) — Dele- 
gates from the breakaway 
Dnestt Republic have walked 
out of talks between Russia 
and Moldova on the with- 
drawal of Russia's 14th 
Army, accusing both coun- 
tries of ignoring their region’s 
interests. 

The observers’ walkout 
came Tuesday, the opening 
day of the 10th round of 
negotiations between Russia 
and Moldova on the f utur e 
status of the army. The move 
suggested agreement be- 
tween negotiators on a with- 
drawal timetable could be im- 
minent. 

Major-General Stefan Kit- 
sak, leader of the Dnestr 
observer delegation at the 
talks, said in a statement 
broadcast on Dnestr -Radio 
that ihe rebel region would 
only return to the negotiating 
table if it was granted equal 
status. 

Russia and Moldova are 
believed to be dose to an 
agreement on a three-year 
timetable for withdrawing the 
14th Army. It is quartered in 
the rebel region on the left 
bank of the River Dnestr, 
which divides Moldova in 
two. 

Gen. Kitsak said it was 
“i mperma abte” for Russia 
and Moldova to agree on a 
timetable before there was 
agreement on Dnestt’s future 
political status. This is the 
subject of separate negotia- 
tions, which are only at an 
early stage. 
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in the region and to a new 
spiral of confrontation,” 
Gen. Kitsak said. 

Several hundred people 
died in fighting between Mol- 
dovan ana Dnestr fighters in 
1992 June. 

Gen. Kitsak said the local 
Dnestr population saw the 
Russian troops “as an indi- 
visible part of itself.” 

Colonel Mikhail Bergman, 
a senior 14th Army officer, 
told Reuters this week that 90 
per cent of the officers and 
100 per cent of the soldiers in 
the army were from the 
Dnestr region. 

Col. Bergman’s boss, 
Lieutenant-General Alexan- 
der Lebed, is at the centre of 
a row with the Russian De- 
fence Ministry, which is plan- 
ning a reorganisation of the 
army command that could 
abolsh his job. 

Gen. Lebed is also in- 
volved in a conflict with tile 
Dnestr leaders, whom he has 
described as criminals. 

Gen. Kitsak said the 
Dnestr side would effectively 
wash its hands of all responsi- 
bility for implementing the 
withdrawal agreement. 

The 14th Army, estimated 
at around 15,000 men, has 
large stocks of weaponry left 
over from the Soviet period 
including several hundred 
thousand automatic weapons 
and huge ammunition 
dumps. 

Colonel Bergman said it 
would take at least three 
years to remove these stock- 
piles at the rate of one 50- 
wagon train a day. 

Both Kishmyov and Mos- 


cow want to prevent the 
weaponry faffing into the 
hands of the unrecognised 
Dnestr, Republic, which has 
laid claim to the stockpiles. 

Gen. Lebed and Col. 
Bergman have produced 
documents which they say 
prove the involvement of 
Dnestr President Igor Smir- 
nov in illegal arms traffick- 
ing. 

Col. Bergman gave no evi- 
dence for ms accusa t ions but 
said only President Boris 
Yeltsin now had the power to 
save Gen. Lebed. 

Gen. Lebed was a key fi- 
gure in Mr. Yeltsin’s 1991 
defeat of a hardline putsch in 
Moscow and helped save him 
again by refusing, appeals for 
support by Vice-President 
Alexander Rutskoi during 
last October’s Moscow power 


“Unless the president 
stands up for Lebed the way 
Lebed stood up for him, he 
won’t remain in office for 
more than three months,” 
CoL Bergman predicted. 

Col. Bagman described 
Gen. Lebed as “a historic 
figure, a personality”, 
adding: “He wfllbe president 
of Russia. I tell you that as a 
fact La Russia people who 
are disgraced have always 
come to power. That’s Rus- 
sia.” 

He praised Gen. Lebed as 
“a new Peter the First”, re- 
ferring to the tsar who 

r ted Russia to Europe in 
eariy 18th century and 
won Mg military victories 
against the Swedes and the 
Turks, and described him as 


Selection from 
Wagnerian opera 
kills zoo animal* 

COPENHAGEN (Ap) _ 
Opera may be sweet mu&Z 
some people’s cm, flat J 
one animal, it was fetal. TV 
Copenhagen Zoo said that 
one of its okapis — a rare 
African mammal related to 
the giraffe — died last w«ek 
from stress apparently 
gercd by the sound of ope^ 
singers rehearing at a nearby 
park. The rix-yearold oka* 
named Katanda, which EV 
other mammals can be sev- 
erely affected by unosaai 
sounds, reacted immedodely 
when Royal Theatre p«for. 
mere began ringing some 300 

metres from its cage, said zoo 
spokesman Peter Haase, 
“We don’t know why, but she 
reacted to the opera sounds. 
She started byperveatflqtn^, 
went into shock and-coE 
lapsed,” Mr. Haase said. 

“We did all we could, toa she 

died Saturday.” An autopsy 
performed Tuesday deter- 
mined the animal Suffered a 
severe “stress” attack When 
singers began rehearsing 
selections from Richard Wag- 
ner’s Tannha user- Katanda 
was brought to 'the 
Copenhagen Zoo last .year 
from the San Diego Zoo, in 
California. Eight months 
ago, Katanda gave birth to a 
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“a cosmic personality.” 

He said only Gen. Lebed 
could save Russia from fasc- 
ism and hardline nationalism. 

Last month Gen. Lebed, in 
an outspoken interview with 
Izvestia newspaper described 
Mr. Yeltsin as “a minus” and 
praised Chilean dictator Au- 
gusto Pinochet. However, 
Col. Bergman described his 
boss, a veteran of Afghanis- 
tan and of many other milit- 
ary operations in conflict 
acmes in the former Soviet 
Union, as a strong opponent 
of both fascism and com- 
munism. 

“People are calling me 
from St. Petersburg, Mos- 
cow, Sverdlovsk and all over 
the country to support 
Lebed,” he said, adding that 
artists in Moscow wanted to 
paint tiie general’s picture. 

He implied that Gen. Lebed 
had been let down by De- 
fence Minister Pavel 
Gra chev, an old comrade-in- 
arms from the Soviet Air- 
borne Forces. 

“They were old friends bat 
money decides everything. 
How Grachev could do this I 
don t understand,” he said. 

Tf Lebed goes, I will lead a 

partisan group.” 

. 5? Prated that morale, 
jn the 14th Army would col- 
lapse completely if Gen. 
I^bed was removed and 
Moscow agreed with Moldo- 
va on a timetable for with- 
drawal. 

He predicted that gigantic 
stodcsof weaponry umferthe 
14th Army's control could 

5““*^ tods of the 
Dnestr Republic’s leadere. 
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found the hand, police said, ^cen , 
The hand, which date* from 
before 1939, is lacquered ^ S" ^ 
has a portion of one fin^r 
exposed to the bone. Vans rJJ * lVjv 
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Korean aircraft crashes; all 160 escape 


n ? a ?.«n %] ; \ ' 
the Sy. t!».^i*SEOUL (R) — A domestic 
£ rn;st - SiejJ. i ooafi carrying 160 people 
Aata tda gave', Roasted and burst into flames 
;D .Ctpecli^'^on a Sooth Korean island 
nesthe: ^Wednesday when it tried to 

OK *ps id in rainstonna but all on 

versiy to ^/"-ftoard escaped from the 
xnind aj^ ^.y plane, an amine spokesman 
effect - jC 1 said. 

escirahle a. i The Korean Air Lines Air- 
' "bos A300-600R was unba- 



Cheju Isl 

at’j ie=^ ’>wastOTchingdownandskid--- 
srr.tn. _C;; ded off the west runway, hit 
an airport fence and caught 
fire, he said. 

The plane stopped within 
100 metres of the sea. 

All 160 passengers and 
crew managed to leave by the 
!-i — ■ escape chutes just after the 
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hospital,” be said. 

He said seven of those tre- 
ated were passengers and one 
the co-pilot. Earlier reports 
said most of those bun were 
crew. 

“Everyone was over- 
whelmed with panic and 
without the crewmembers’ 
cool and orderly guidance the 
situation would have been 
messy and escape difficult,” 
passenger Bae Ke-Dong told 
the Yonhzp Domestic News 
Agency. 

Television pictures showed 
die aircraft in flames in a field 
at the edge of Cheju Airport, 
completely destroyed apart 
from its cockpit and pale blue 
tail bearing die airline's logo. 

“I beard several bangs in 
succession only minutes after 
passengers escaped from the 
plane,” a witness said on 
television. 

Television pictures showed 
several small explosions and 
.a large fireball rising from the 
wreckage. 

Wednesday’s crash was the 
second serious accident this 
year involving the A300-600, 


according to data from manu- 
facturer Airbus Industrie. 

In die first fatal accident 
for this type of plane in its 10 
years of service, 264 people 
died on April 26 when an 
A30G-60GR of Taiwan’s Chi- 
na Airlines came down at 
Nagoya, Japan. 

The KAL plane was deli- 
vered in February 1991, Air- 
bus said. 

The KAL spokesman 
blamed the disaster on strong 
winds caused by typhoon 
Doug approaching die resort 
island off the southern coast 
of the Korean peninsula, but 
a Transport Ministry official 
said the plane overshot its 

landing mar k and did not 

have enough runway length. 

’The plane foiled to secure 
enough runway distance, and 
tried to take off again but 
failed. Its right wing hit die 
airport fences to start a fire," 
the ministry official said. 

The exact cause of the 
crash was being investi- 
gated. 

South Korea's Meteorolo- 
gical Office had warned that 
typhoon Doug was affecting 


Cheju, a popular vacation 
and honeymoon resort, be- 
fore the crash took place. 

“The plane was shaking 
badly and I felt as if I was 
plunging when it tried to 
land,” passenger Kim Kyong- 
Shik told Yonhap. 

"Shortly after the landing 
gear touched down, the from 
part of the plane lifted up. I 
thought the plane was veer- 
ing off the runway and then I 
saw flames rising with a 
bang," he said. 

Television pictures showed 
fire trucks showering foam 
onto the plane to douse the 
flames. 

Initial reports bad said 
there were 160 people aboard 
but the airline subsequently 
revised this to 152 passengers 
and eight crew. 

Eeievan Japanese passen- 
gers on board the Airbus, 
which was on a domestic 
route from Seoul, escaped 
unhurt, the KAL spokesman 
said. The remaining passen- 
gers were South Korean, but 
the pilot was Canadian, he 
added. 


U.N. threatens Bosnian rivals with air strikes 
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SARAJEVO (R)— -The Un- 
ited Nations said Wednesday 
it had thr eatened both Bos- 
mao government and rebel 
Sob forces with NATO air 
Strikes unless they stopped 
'fighting within Sarajevo's 
weapms-exchision zone. 

Elsewhere in Bosnia, 
separatist Muslim leader Fik- 
ret Abcfic, facing military de- 
feat in the northwestern Bos- 
nian enclave of Bihac after a 
tank shell (tilled his 
commander, vowed 
•to stay with bis people in 
fear fight for autonomy. 

Sobs and Mnsfims used the 
banned heavy weapons in 
b a tt les for the Visoko-Breza 
rcpou within the northern 
part of the 20-kilometres 
zou around Sarajevo over 
foe weekend, pr omp t in g a 
stern warning from 
Lieutenant-General Sir 
Mkhael Rose, the U.N. com- 
-mznder in Bosnia. 

■ The United Nations esti- 
mated 400 artillery shells and 
■mortar bombs had hit within 
■ fcod just outside the exclusion 
'zone in the past 24 hours. 

- “There has been heavy 
’sbeSmg... the firing coming 
from both sides,” U.N. 
spokeswoman Claire Grimes 
taki Reuters. 

■- “That led to a warning shot 


from General Rose that 
NATO aircraft would be over 
the area and if the shelling 
continued be would use all 
necessary measures to stop it, 
including air power,” she 
said. 

It was the first known occa- 
sion cm winch the Mustim-led - 
Bosnian army has been 
threatened with air strikes. 

NATO warplanes have 
attacked Serb targets three 
times, most recently last Fri- 
day when they knocked out a 
Bosnian Serb M-18 anti-tank 
gun to punish the Serbs for 
snatching back heavy 
weapons from a U.N. com- 
pound in Sarajevo. 

The Bosnian Serbs have 
come under increasing milit- 
ary pressure from Muslim 
forces and have lost ground. 

The Muslims are believed 
to be taking advantage of a 
rift between the Bosnian 
Serbs and their backers in 
Belgrade. 

Serbian-led Yugoslavia last 
week broke off relations with 
the Bosnian Serbs because of 
their continued rejection of 
an international peace plan to 
end the 28-month Bosnian 
war. 

Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic hopes that by 
cutting off the Bosnian Serbs 


-he can avoid tougher U.N.. 
sanctions to force the Serbs 
to accept the peace plan. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher indicate 
for the first time that 
Washington would agree with 
efforts by its European allies 
to offer an easing of sanctions 
on Belgrade as a way of getting 
Serbia to bear down on Bos- 
nian Serb leaders. 

“If there- is a substantial 
period of ennorcement, of 
the intention that was ex- 
pressed, if the border was 
effectively dosed and if the 
Bosnian Serbs seem to be 
deprived of important aid 
and war-making material, 
dearly there then would be a 
case for easing sanctions,” he 
told reporters. 

Serbian authorities in Bel- 
grade, apparently stepping 
up pressure on the Bosnian 
Serbs, are now blocking U.N. 
relief convoys trying to cross 
into Serb-held areas of Bos- 
nia, U.N. officials said. 

But the Bosnian Serbs re- 
mained defiant and their 
chief Radovan Karadzic said: 
“Serbia faces new humilia- 
tions by continuing with 
further appeasement” 

He suggested Serbia might 
allow international monitors 
to be placed on the Bosnian 


border to enforce the block- 
ade. 

If Mr. Milosevic did agree 
to allow international moni- 
tors on the Serbian-Bosman 
border, major powers would 
seriously have to consider 
easing sanctions against Bel- 
grade, analysts said. 

Despite their isolation, the 
Bosnian Serbs have remained 
defiant and say they will look 
ahead with a referendum on 
Aug. 27-28, which is ex- 
pected to reject the peace 
plan. 

In northwest Bosnia, in a 
series of offensives in the last 
few weeks, the government 
Fifth Corps captured several 
key towns ana sent several 
thousand civilians and armed 
rebel Muslim soldiers fleeing 
for safety across the border 
into the Serb-held Croatian 
territory. 

Although having lost half 
of the territory, rebel leader 
Fikret Abdic swore to fight 
on: “I will stay with my peo- 
ple to fight for antonomy... 
we cannot be defeated, we 
are unbeatable.” 

In an interview with Reu- 
ters, Mr. Abdic said the 
Serbs let the refugee and 
soldiers cross back to Bosnia 
near his Velika Kladusa 
stronghold Tuesday. 


Kashmir rebels lift ‘ban’ on Hindu pilgrimage 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) 
— Kashmir's most powerful 
Muslim guerrilla group said 
Wednesday it was lifting its 
“ban" on Hindu pilgrimage 
to the Himalayan state. 

■ The Hizbul Mujahideen 
said it had asked other mili- 
tant organisations to drop 
their plans to sabotage the 

irn gp to the Amam ath 

which began Wednes- 
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“ban” was originally 
ioposed on July 6 by the 
Harkat-Ul -Ansar , another 

pemha group with many 
iriamic mercenaries in its 
ranks, to protest the presence 
°t troops outside the Hazar- 
bal Mosque in Srinagar. 

_ - The In dian government re- 
moved the troops from the 
OMque, Kashmir's holiest 
Islamic shrine, at the 
weekend. 

* Sa a statement, the Hizbul 
Mnjahideen said it had de- 
Bded to Associate itself from 
fc “ban” after an appeal 
from the Janmat-e-Islann, its 
pofitical wing. 

. It said a committee coordi- 
u.stiug Muslim militant 
goimshad been informed of 
me aedsRm “so that other 
(Ugaiiffflriryng ahn lift the ban 


... so that Hindus can peform 
religious rithals without any 
hurdles." 

Analysts said the croup's 
example was expected to be 
followed by other guerrilla 
groups. 

Muslim guerrillas killed a 
policeman when they hurled 
a grenade Wednesday at Hin- 
du devotees during the 
annnal festival in Kashmir, 
witnesses said. 

Six other officers were in- 
jured is the attack in Srina- 
gar's fortified police recep- 
tion centre where 25 Hindu 
pilgrims were lodged since 
their arrival from New Delhi, 
witnesses said. 

Security has been farther 
tightened following the 
attack in the state summer 
capital and urban bub of an 
anti-Indian rebellion raging 
in Kashmir. 

The grenade attack came 
hours after thousands of. 
troops fanned out on a high- 
way and moved in artillery to 
guard Hindus determined to 
make the pilgrimage. 

A first batch of 500 Hindus 
set off Wednesday from Jam- 
mu for a secured camp in 
Udhampur, the first leg of 


the pilgimage to the sacred 
caves in Amamath in south- 
ern Kashmir, officials said in 
the state's winter capital. 

The nervous devotees did 
not chant customary religious 
hymns as commandoes scan- 
ned their buses for bombs 
and booby-traps, witnesses 
said. 

Ten Westerners, including 
two French students and a 
German, accompanied the 
Hindus saying they might 
visit Amamath after a trip to 
Srinagar. 

Officials said “foolproof 
security arrangements have 
been made to thwart possible 
attacks on Hindu devotees 
who would travel 320 
kilometres from Jammu to 
Amamath. 

Jammu's Chief Adminis- 
trator D.R. Knndal said five 
army battalions, six bastions 
of paramilitary troops and 

4.000 policemen comprising 

15.000 men have been de- 
ployed alone the 300- 
kilometre (180-mile) route 
from Jammu to Amamath. 

The army also deployed 
medium artillery and battle 
tanks and secured hilltops 
along the route to prevent 
possible attacks by outlawed 


Kashmiri separatists. 

Military helicopters would 
also reinforce the ground 
forces and the armour de- 
ployed along the route to the 
Amamath caves, which Hin- 
dus believe to be the abode of 
Shiva, the God of destruction 
according to Hinduism. 

Officials said they have 
made arrangements to house 
and guard up to 100,000 peo- 
ple scheduled to visit the ice 
caves from Aug. 16. 

Kashmir is the only 
Muslim-majority state in 
predominantly-Hindn India. 
Nearly 10,000 people have 
been killed since Muslim 
militants launched their cam- 
paign for secession in 1989. 

Hindu radicals in Bombay 
Tuesday issued counter- 
threats, warning they would 
disrupt Muslim pilgrimage 
from India to Mecca in case 
Amarnath pilgrims were 
harmed in the Himalayan 
state bordering Pakistan. 

Meanwhile an Indian 
minister told parliament 
Wednesday a total of 1,306 
people have died and hun- 
dreds of others were injured 
or abducted in violence-tom 
Kashmir in the first seven 
months of the year. 
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Chechen assembly backs state 
of war, general mobilisation call 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Dele- 
gates to an assembly in 
Chechenya asked President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev Wednes- 
day to declare a state of war 
in die republic and order a 
general mobilisation to coun- 
ter “Russian aggression,” 
ITAR-TASS said. 

The appeal was backed by 
delegates from nine of 
Chechnya's 17 regions, all of 
which were represented ax a 
special “Congress of 
Chechen People” which 
opened in the Chechen capit- 
al, Grozny, the report said. 

Mr. Dudayev said earlier 
he would order a general 
mobilisation of Chechen's 
male population if the con- 
gress gave the go-ahead, In- 
terfax News Agency re- 
ported. 

ITAR-TASS said the dele- 
gates from nine regions of the 
republic called on Mr. 
Dudayev to order “im- 
mediately a state of war 
throughout the territory of 
the republic.” 

They also called for the 
“mobilisation of the male 
population and to organise all 
necessary means for repelling 
the aggression by the Russian 


army. 

Tension mounted Wednes- 
day in the mountainous re- 
public, which Mr. Dudayev 


unilaterally declared inde- 
pendent from Russia in 1991, 
a move recognised by no one. 

The opposition movement, 
which Mr. Dudayev accuses 
of being orchestrated by 
Moscow, told Interfax that it 
had elected Ali Alavdinov, a 
former businessman, to head 
the “provisional council," or 
opposition government. 

The council was based in. 
tiie northwest Chechen town 
of Nadterechny and had 
organised patrols with 
armoured vehicles in the area 
to guarantee security for 
council members, Interfax 

said. 

Ruslan Khasbulatov, the 
former Russian parliament 
speaker who led last year’s 
armed revolt in Moscow, 
announced in a newspaper 
interview Wednesday he had 
returned to his native 
Chechenya to broker a peace 
settlement. 

According to the official 
daily Izvestia, Mr. Khasbula- 
tov was given a hero's wel- 
come, including a 200-car 
motorcade, when he returned 
to his homeland Monday. 

He met with opposition 
members in Moscow Monday 
and told Izvestia that he 
would “urge the republic's 
democratic forces to mist" 


the opposition. 

Cossack authorities in the 
Stavropol region meanwhile 
denied reports that Cossack 
forces were massing on the 
Russian side of the border 
with Chechenya. 

Interfax separately quoted 
a Russian counter- 
intelligence service source as 
saying that Moscow was not 
considering sending troops 
into Chechenya, despite re- 
cent Russian declarations 
that the republic must be 
brought back under Mos- 
cow’s control. 

A spokesman for the Rus- 
sian government denied that 
Mr. Khasbulatov had any 
official mandate to negotiate 
a political settlement in the 
breakaway Caucasus republic 
and described his presence 
there as “essentially private.’* 

“You would have to ask 
Khasbulatov himself what be 
is doing there,” the spokes- 
woman said. 

Chechen officials have also 
denied plans to take up Mr. 
IGusbuiatov’s offer of media- 
tion and the former parlia- 
ment speaker made dear be 
supported the opposition's 
demands for Mr. Dudayev to 
quit. 

“It is necessary to win 
Dudayev’s voluntary resigna- 
tion. guaranteeing him secur- 


ity in the future," Mr. Kbas- 
bulatov stated. He added that 
no deployment of Russian 
troops in the republic would 
be needed to resolve the cri- 
sis. 

Despite questions on his 
intentions and usefulness, 
Mr. Khasbulatov’s remarks 
to Izvestia nonetheless 
marked his return to the Rus- 
sian political fray just six 
months after be was freed 
from prison and vowed to 
stay out of politics. 

Mr. Khasbulatov, an ally- 
turned-cnemy of President 
Boris Yeltsin, was also 
known as a strong political 

opponent of Mr. Dudayev 
and was accused by the 
Chechen leader several rimes 
in recent years of organising 
armed provocations in the 
republic. 

The former parliament 
speaker however remains 
popular in Chechenya. 

■i 

On Tuesday Russia put 
troops in areas near the 
Chechen border on a higher 
state of alert and earlier tins 
week cut off all air links with 
the republic. 

Chechenya, one of 89 
“subjects” that make up the 
Russian Federation, un- 
ilaterally declared its inde- 
pendence in 1991. 


S. Africa sees alarming rise in crime 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — 

More than 50 people were 
murdered every day in South 
Africa during the first qnarter 
of the year, which saw an 
alarming rise in violent crime 
including rape, police said 
Wednesday. 

In a country of 40 million 
people which already bad one 
of the world's highest murder 
rates, the number of murders 
soared by nearly 650 to 4,849 
during the first three months 


compared to the same period 
in 1993. Most of the killers 
and victims were black. 

Police said the number of 
rapes, robberies and burglar- 
ies also rocketed in the count- 
down to the country’s first 
all-race elections in April. 

The number of robberies 
rose to 23.274 compared to 
21,365 in the first quarter of 
1993, and rapes rose by 1,109 
to 7.855. 


While crime levels were 
generally lower daring the 
April election month, police 
spokesman Major Burger 
Van Rooyen said he expected 
the first quarter rise to con- 
tinue through the rest of the 
year as short-staffed police 
battled the explosioa in 
crime. 

Maj. Van Rooyen offered 
no reason for the sharp rise, 
saying: “I'm no criminolog- 
ist.” 


Lloyd Vogelman, director 
of the Centre for the Study of 
Violence at Witwatersrand 
University in Johannesburg, 
said easy access lo smuggled 
weapons, the low value of 
human life in a South Africa 
mured to year of political 
violence, and the dehumanis- 
ing effect of apartheid in dep- 
rived black communities 
were among factors. 

Criminals believe crime 
does pay in South Africa. 


Clinton would not min d Russian troops in Karabakh 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 

— President Bill Cfinton said 
Tuesday be would not object 
to Russian peacekeeping 
forces in the disputed terri- 
tory of Nagorno-Karabakh if 
the two sides in the conflict 

— Armenians and Azerbai- 
janis — agree to it. 

Mr. Cfinton spoke at the 
start of an Oval Office meet- 
ing with Armenian President 
Levon Ter-Petrosyan. 

“It depends on what they 
want," he said, referring to 
the parties to the dispute, die 
longest-running of any of the 
conflicts in the old Soviet 
Union. 

“If the parties agree to it, 
and there were dear CSCE 
(Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe) safe- 
guards so that we had the 
right sort of oversight in the 
process, and the parties agree 
to it, then the United States 
would not object,” Mr. Clin- 
ton said. 

Several thousand people 


have been killed in six-and-a- 
half years of fighting over 
Karabakh, a mainly 
Armenian-populated terri- 
tory inside Azerbaijan. The 
fighting started after die re- 
gion declared its independ- 
ence from Azerbaijan In 1988 
and sought unification with 
Armenia. 

Armenians are not formal- 
ly involved in the war, which 
began while both Armenia 
and Azerbaijan were part of 
the now-deftmet Soviet Un- 
ion. But Yerevan provides 
logistic and diplomatic sup- 
port to the Karabakh Arme- 
nians and allows its volun- 
teers to fight in the rugged 
territory. 

Russia has offered a peace 
initiative in Nagorno- 
Karabakh involving a Rus- 
sian security force to separate 
the warring sides. Armenia 
and the Karabakh Arme nians 
have accepted the idea, but 
Azerbaijan has been loathe 


to invite the Russian troops 
in without CSCE oversight. 

Mr. Ter-Petrosyan, seized 
at Mr. Clinton's right in his 
first visit with the U.S. presi- 
dent, told reporters his gov- 
ernment wanted “the soonest 
establishment of peace.” 

“I think that the most im- 
portant in this issue is the 
establishment of peace and 
not who will do that,” Mr. 
Ter-Petrosyan said. 

Mr. Clinton said be was 
happy that the parties had 
agreed to a ceasefire and 
were talking directly. “What 
we want is to have a peace 
and we want to then help 
rebuild Armenia, and to sup- 
port the development of the 
entire area," he said. 

Mr. Cfinton told reporters 
the United States would have 
a “very significant aid pack- 
age" for Armenia this year, 
but gave no details. 

To date, the U.S. has con- 
tributed $335 million in 
assistance to Armenia, in- 


cluding $305 million in huma- 
nitarian assistance and $30 
million in technical assist- 
ance. 

Officials said the per capita 
level of U.S. assistance to 
Armenia is the highest of all 
the newly independent states 
that emerged from the for- 
mer Soviet Union. . 

Meanwhile a leading 
Armenian politician said 
Tuesday, a long-delayed 
peace accord between Arme- 
nia and Azerbaijan over the 
disputed enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh sfronld be ready by 
the end of August. 

The planned “global agree- 
ment" could be on 

Aug. 30, “signalling the end 
of the war” over the 
Armenian-majority enclave 
in Azerbaijan, said the presi- 
dent of the Armenian Parlia- 
ment Babken Ararksian dur- 
ing a visit to the northern 
Russian dty of Saint Peters- 
burg. 


U.S., Cuba offer different accounts of boat hijacking 


MIAMI, Florida (AFP) — 
Cuba informed the U.S. gov- 
ernment that one of its boats 
was hijacked by unknown 
assailants who killed navy 
officer, but U.S. officials said 
the killing might not have 
taken place. 

The Coast Guard inter- 
cepted the ship Tuesday ab- 
out 60 miles southwest of Key 
West late Tuesday, and a 
Coast Guard spokesman said 
there was no evidence based 
on initial interviews that any- 
one was killed when the boat 
was taken. 

A total of 26 Cubans were 
on board the vessel, none of 
them armed, the Coast 
Guard said. 

Lieutenant Commander 
■Steven Banks said the report 
from Cnba “might be a mis- 
take” and that it is possible 
no one was killed. 

LL-Gen. Banks told the 
Fort Lauderdale Sun- 
Sentinel the man Cuban offi- 
cials said was killed really the 
hijacker, the daily reported 
Wednesday. 

But Cuba demanded that 
the United States return the 
hijackers, saying they had kil- 
led a Cuban navy lieutenant 
and forced four sailors off the 
ship when they comman- 
deered the vessel docked in 
the port of Marie!. 

“The United States should 
send back these hijackers be- 
cause this is a crime,” said 
Rafael Dausa, political offic- 
er of the Cuban Interest Sec- 
tion in WashingtOD- 

A State Department 
spokesman said earlier the 
Cubans would be quizzed ab- 
out the hijacking and if any- 
one onboard was involved 
they could be detained. 

Mr. Dausa said the hijack- 



f nhnitK stand on the deck of Che U.S. Coast 
Guard cutter Monhagan as crewmen dock the 
ship at the Key West Coast Guard Station. The 
group te part of a group of 68 Cubans rescued 


earlier in the Florida Straights by the Coast 
Guard. The Coast Guard also has Intercepted 
a Cuban vessel that was hijacked from the 
Cuban port of Martel carrying at least 26 
people (AFP photo) 


era left port Monday after- 
noon, stopped to pick up 
passengers and then headed 
for the United States, 90 
miles (140 kilometres) away. 

It was the fifth hijacking of 
a Cuban vessel since the July 
13 sinking of a tugboat car- 
rying more than 60 people . 30 
of whom drowned. 

Cuban President Fidel Cas- 
tro threatened Friday to 
allow Cubans to flood into 
the United States if the U.S. 
government did not crack 
down on illegal immigration 
by Cuban refugees. 

Mr. Castro warned of an 
exodus similar in scale to the 
Mariel boatlift when about 

128,000 Cubans, among them 
convicted criminals and men- 
tal patients, took to boats and 
fled Cuba in 1980. 

Drastic food shortages and 


deteriorating living condi- 
tions compounded by the 
1991 collapse of the Soviet 
Union, Cuba's main econo- 
mic partner, have fuelled 
popular discontent towards 
the Castro regime. 

Record numbers of Cubans 
have fled the Carribean is- 
land this year on rafts and 
boats. 

The Clinton administration 
has prepared plans to block- 
ade the straits separating 
Cuba from Florida to thwart 
a threatened government- 
sanctioned exodus, the 
Washington Post reported in 
Wednesday’s editions. 

But the White House be- 
lieves that President Castro 
will not cany out his threat, 
the paper said. 

The United States has re- 
ceived “what we take to be 


assurances” from the Cubgi 
government that an orga 
nised, govern men t-indoca 
exodus is not being planned 
a senior administration offi 
rial was quoted as saying. 

“We believe, and have b» 
external indications to thi 
effea, that something Simula 
to (the 1980) Mariel (boatlift 
is not going to happen,” & 
official was quoted. 

But “you can assume tha 
we would be ready to re 
spond” if it did, the offida 
added. 

The Washington Post sak 
a U.S. government tasl 
force, formed at the end o 
last week, has “dusted off 
contingency plans to block 
ade the Florida Straits t< 
keep boats from leaving Floi 
ida and to head off boat 
departing Cuba. 
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Commission for the future 

THE ROYAL conmusskm, with whose establish- 
ment His Majesty the Kmg entrusted BSs Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hasan yesterday, is as 
serions and promising a step as any that can be 
taken by Jordan to prepare for the new era of 
peace. A speedy beginning to implementing the 
objectives outlined in the Royal letter would not 
only be a fitting present to the leader on the 42nd 
anniversary of his Accession to the Throne. It 
vroold also be the herald of a historic phase in 
rimming the affairs of the state in oar new world. 

' j It is probably too early to attempt exact 
definition of the scope and mechanism of the 
planned commission’s work. It is not p r emat u re, 
however, to describe its stated aims as crucial 
ingredients for budding post-peace modern Jor- 
dan. 

: Take, in this context, the need to p rep a re the 
raantry for receiving foreign investors mid their 
investments, whether on the private or public 
$£dor levels, in terms of law or bnreancratic 
applications, and the frsevitabie conclusion would 
he: There is much that can and should be done to 
meet the target. Potting the right person in the 
right place, on the other hand, and s tamping out 
corruption and graft, are essential for our 
development and progress, whether in attracting 
foreign investments or increasing our people’s 
own confidence in themselves and their system of 
government. 

Bat above ad, it is the new “environment” 
that His Majesty stressed in his letter, in which a 
national collective sense would be created to 
f&tivate and widen the circle of participation and 
excellence in the whole national effort, that 
should set our sights mi what is trady required. 

. “In this context and emanating from my 
concern that our smooth transition towards the 
zkzw phase is not in anyway obstructed, and 
knowing that to enter soch a phase would reqmre 
us to have fulfilled the imperatives of democra- 
tisation based on adherence to the C onstituti on, 
the National Qmrter and law, that I entrust yon 
with assmnmg the responsibility for carrying oat 
the preparations for such a drive,” the King 
wrote to the Crown Prince, leaving nobody in 
any doubt about the parameters that wdl have to 
govern the country’s fresh move towards 
readying itself for the future. 

By entrusting His Royal Highness the Crown 
Prince with forming and heading the commis- 
sion, His Majesty was signalling not only his 
seriousness about the work that lies ahead and 
needs to be done as we proceed towards a new era 
in the modern history of Jordan and the region as 
a whole. The King was also sending a dear and 
loud message to oar people. It is that the time has 
come finally to abandon the quest for su r v iv al in 
favour of fitting the battle of modernisation and 
progress. This will be done, it is wefl understood, 
by respecting the rules of democracy, trans- 
parency and the law. And the new march wQl be 
purvey with determination and vigour, as in- 
deed It should be done. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

COMMENTING ON the resumption of Jordanian-Israeli 
talks at Wadi Araba and the Dead Sea, A1 Dnstonr daily 
said that the talks constitute another constructive step 
“'.owerds the implementation of the Washington declara- 
tion. The declaration has provided a framework for die two 
sides to work out formulas for ensuring the sucoess of the 
peace process, said the daily. Had it not been for die 
‘courageous stand of His Majesty King Hussein and die wise 
'steps he had taken to pave the ground for peace, nothing 
•could have been achieved, said the paper. Most important, 
the paper said, the King’s wise leadership enjoys the 
•support of all the Jordanian people who are keen on 
backing their leader’s steps and his bold moves towards 
regaining the nation's usurped rights. As we witness the 
enthusiastic welcome of the King's steps as has been 
displayed by the various public sectors, our-self confidence 
is enhanced and our aspirations for a better future increase, 
said the paper. The talks at Wadi Araba and die Dead Sea, 
'the paper added, can be seen as steps towards im- 
plementing the Washington declaration last month and 
■inevitable stages leading towards a just peace. 

.A COLUMNIST in A1 Dnstonr daily Wednesday criticised 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s attitudes with 
regard to the Palestine National Authority. Mr. Rabin has 
been claiming that delay in withdrawing Israeli farces from 
the West Bank was caused by the delay in arranging for 
municipal councils elections, said Mohammad Kawasfa. But 
Mr Rabin has foiled to note the difficulties hampering the 
elections created by the Israeli authorities. How can the 
Palestine National Authority prepare for elections under 
the Israeli rule where no freedom of movement is granted 
to the local population? asked the wnter. 


The View From Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. M^jdoubeh 


High er education, prestige and social chaos 


IN OUR society, like in many others, educatio n is vi ewed as 
a means to various ends, some noble and admirable and 
some not Different people seek education for different 
purposes: Some for moral or intellectual development, some 
for knowledge, some for a fulfilling career, some for a 
well-paying job, some (or a better social status and some for 
prestige. The latter purpose, which is the least noble and 
admirable, is unfortunately quire widespread in our part of 
the world at present, especially with respect to higher 
education. 

Look, for example, at the social sections in our Arabic 
daily newspapers, particularly the congratulatory notes and 
messages people exchange on the occasions of students 
pa«mg majors e xams (such as the tawjihi, the comprehen- 
sive at the end of two years of community -college education, 
etc.) or graduation from the university. What function do 
such notes and messages serve? It is a way of teUing your kid, 
brothcr/sister, friend, or neighbour that you really care and 
that you are happy for his or her success -i.eis it merely an 
expression of feelings of love and support for the concerned 
person? Maybe. But could not such feelings be better 
conveyed face-to-face or privately? Does the whole world 
have to know about my feelings for my kid, brothcr/sister, 
friend or neighbour? Or are these notes and messages a way 
perhaps, in these times of high onemploymeiit figures, of 
telling foe employers that the person you are conmatnlatmg 
is now available and realty for a glorious career?! doubt it, 
for vary few employers bother to look at these pages, and 
employment is better sought through more ap p r op r iate and 
effective channels. 

It seems to me that the teal motive behind the publication 
of such notes and messages, whether the act is done 
consciously or unwittingly, is pure show off. People do it, 
and therefore we have to do it. My neighbour congratulated 
his son; I have to congratulate my sou. It is a decadent social 
habit, like so many decadent soda! habits with which we 
have been recently cursed. Wepubtidse our test results and 
c e rtificate s because in our society it is prestigious to pass 
tests and acquire c ertifi cates. 

Notice in particular the last sentence at the end of each 
note or message, a sentence which has become both a dkb6 
and a most: “Wa TJkbal Al-Doctourab.” Translated rough- 
ly, the sentence reads something like, "May yon obtain a 


PhD” or, “Wishing you a PhD.” You wish someone a meny 
Christmas , good health, happiness, recovery from Alness, 
success, etc. But a PhD? Hie way I understand it, a PhD. is 
simply a specialised degree in a very narrow sphere of 
learning, allowing a certain person to know more about an 
area within a field more than other people. Inherently, a 
doctorate does not make its holder morally better, intellec- 
tually better or financially better Hum others. For the most 
important works in society, one does not need a PhD. Why 
then this fascination, tins obsession with it? Why do we wish 
it to every graduate? Quite simply, it is because people think 
it is fashionable and prestigious — like wearing a suit from 
Van GAs, tike driving a Mercedes 500, or tike holding a 
wedding at foe Inter. Continental HoteL 
I saw a framer student of nunc the other day. He was 
extremely upset because he was not admitted to the gradnate 
programme at Jordan Uni ve rsity . When I asked him about 
what specific programme be wished to join, be said: 
“Anything- It does not matter.” When I tried to calm him 
down and reason with him a little, saying maybe he would be 
accepted next year, he an sw e red: "How long am I going to 
wait? I fed terrible. All of my friends have been accepted; 
some have already graduated with a masters or a PhD.” 
These two answers, which during my 10 years of dose 
enc ou nter with higher education 1 have beard hundreds of 
times, are indicative of the kind of attitude or motive people 
in our society bold with regard to higher education. 

I am all for personal freedom, and I am all for freedom of 
choice. Individuals have the right to pursue any activity or 
specialty they fed co m fortable with or sec fit. No one has the 
right to slight or make fan of their choices. We are all the 
product of our own mode of thinking and our own sense of 
what is appropri ate and what is not We should the r efore 
wear Van GAs, drive a Mercedes 500, or hold a wedding at 
the Inter. Continental, if tins is what we realty w ant In 
edneation, we are entitled to pnrsae any hig her degree in any 
realm of teaming, no matter bow whimsical or nonsensical 
such realm may at first seem, if we so feeL 
But tiie “if” is crucial here. What I am against is the 
arbitrariness, impi uMw lw eM or "Mwdi»«q rTf of choices. In 
my opinion, there is a big di ffe ren c e between conscious 
choices (te. knowing precisely what we want and why we 
want something) and impulsive or imi tati v e be ha vio u r. As 


evident from the two responses of the strident above, winch 
are representative of wbat comfortable majority m our 
gqqW tSnkT of higher education, most decisions about 
iwph^r education on part of individuals m our of thc 
world are impulsive and imitative. We are n ot sure about 
what we wamTmiytiHng ,, )» and we are letting our decisions 

by tiie choices others mate 

/“mv friends have all been accepted ). 

This is a problem. I agree with Ralph. Waldo Emerson 
“Imitation is snkade." Two negative cowcquw^ of our 
arbitrary decisions about education needio be 

assertrahere. A) If we foflow m the stq* of our elders and 
peers blindly, what about our own ability and our own 
Sent? Should not we choose a sphere or area we are 
qualified to compete and excel in? No wonder there is so 
modi mediocrity of performance in onr soaety and so much 
waste of talent. B) Where is the element of planning? How 
far are the choices made by people in onr soaety. m then Jx* 
toil fruit of hi gher education, act ually affected by onr plans? 
vfo have more engineers than we know what to do with, so 
many graduates of journalism, psychology, political saence, 
Arabic literature, etc. By contrast, we have very few truly 
qualified mechanics, tminir t!m ^i carpenters, teachers who 
canteaefa, dvfl servants who can serve, etc. fa a word, onr 
parents and our educators have generally failed to help us 
discover our talent and to direct our ability and potential. 
The result is disorder and confusion in the minds of the many 
students majoring in specialties they happen to have chosen 
and in the daAynfe of the social institutions they wAl soon 
join or they have already joined- 

Absolute freedom is absolute chaos. Onr educational 
instit ut i ons (the Ministry of Education, the Higher Educa- 
tion Council, the schools, and the universities) have to crane 
up with a mechanism thereby they provide help for students, 
wMMing th em as early as possible to detect their talents and 
to offer th em iywrv? more tangible gui de li n es as to the spheres 
or (fistipiines winch they and their society truly value. 
Choices about higher education have to be made on the basis 
of the Mowing three criteria, collectively: 1) What one 
realty tikes or wants, 2) Wbat one is good at, and 3) What 
society needs and wants. 

It is time for us, indivxhials and institutions alike, to take 
our decisions a little more seriously and rationally. 


The claims about 4 Asian’ values don’t bear scrutiny 


By Philip Bo wring 

HONG KONG — Singa- 
pore (population 2.8 mil- 
lion) has some of the 
world’s harshest laws 
against smoking and other 
“anti-social” activities such 
as chewing gum. In Indone- 
sia (population 180 mil- 
lion), it was recently 
claimed that culture factors 
would make it veiy hard to 
enforce any anti-smoking 
measures. 

Muhammad Budyatna of 
the University of Indonesia 
said the local culture ex- 
pected people to be accom- 
modative and indirect, “to 
display empathy, to under- 
stand what others want or 
do not want.” Most Eastern 
cultures were the same, he 
said, and offered a contrast 
to Western norms. 

Over in Singapore, bare- 
ly a day passes without a 
minister proclaiming the su- 
periority of “Asian values” 
over those of the decadent 
West. Reference is often 
made to discipline and the 
commitment to group social 
values, the rights of the- 
community over those of 
the individual. 

These plus a commitment 
to family cohesion, educa- 
tion and saving are said to 
explain the social and eco- 
nomic progress made by 
Asia in the last 30 years. 
The lack or decay of such 
attributes in the West is 
seen as the cause of drug- 
taking. pornography, di- 
vorce and violent crime, 
these ills in rum ex- 
acerbated by a pe.viiissive 
attitude to law enforce- 
ment. 

But while some ills in the 
West are plain enough, are 
they Western? Do the 
“Asian values” exist, and 
are they reflected better by 
the Singaporean or the In- 
donesian smoking anec- 
dotes? 

It is certainly hard to 
quanel with the role that 
education has played in 
Asian development. Parti- 
cularly in East Asia and 
among those people who 
have combined a Confucian 
heritage of belief in the 
dignity of learning with a 
non-Confucian belief in so- 
cial mobility, learning 
directed to practical ends — 


in particular, engineering 
— has been the sine qua 
non. The desire to be top of 
the class has been a power- 
ful stimulus to excellence at 
home and competitiveness 
abroad. 

Yet it would be pushing 
the argument too hard to 
say that belief in education- 
al excellence is so much 
stronger even in Taiwan 
than in Germany, or that its 
role in soda! mobility is so 
much greater in Japan than 
in the United States. 
Among the best of East and 
West, motivation and ex- 
pectations may not be the 
same, but the value put on 
education may not be so 
different. 

As for motivation seen in 
the likes of South Korea 
and Hong Kong, it may 
have as much to do with 
threat in one case and mig- 
rant mentality in the other. 

In other parts of Asia the 
picture is very mixed. The 
Philippines may have little 
in die way of excellence, 
but it does have a worthy 
achievement in basic litera- 
cy. Likewise Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Thailand. In 
fact, they have much better 
records than China, despite 
its aeons of Confucian civi- 
lisation. Once ideology 
took precedence over learn- 
ing. Now it is money grab- 
bing. 

As for India or Pakistan, 
they make Africa look like 
a centre of literacy achieve- 
ment. Pakistan is neck and 
neck with Mozambique (65 
per cent illiterate) at the 
bottom of the scale; India 
vies with Rwanda (50 per 
cent), and China with Zam- 
bia and Kenya (27 per 
cent). China and India, of 
course, both have islands of 
excellence. But commit- 
ment to education other 
than of a few? 

What then of social cohe- 
sion and group rather than 
individual values? Can one 
find Asian common de- 
nominators and compare 
them with the West? 

The social strengths and 
weaknesses of Norway are a 
world apart from Spain or 
the United States, which is 
regarded in Asia as tbe 
Western norm although in 
fact it represents the best 
and worst of the West. 


Crime rates and safety in 
cities give very erratic Trad- 
ings east and west. Japan’s 
order and self-discipline 
grow out of the social fabric 
rather than being imposed 
from above. But disciplined 
and dynamic South Korea 
has as much crime as an 
average big city in Europe. 
Dynamic, homogeneous 
Thailand is a byword for 
often violent lawlessness. 
China becomes more so by 
the day. 

In impoverished Indian 
cities the problem is dis- 
organisation and mayhem, 
not violent crime. Despite 
the diversity and lack of 
discipline, social cohesion 
exists most of the time. 

What then of the theory 
that Asia is group- rather 
than individual-oriented, 
and thus more inclined to 
put group interests before 
selfish ones? 

It is easy to make a case 
for this in Japan and South 
Korea, where loyalties tend 
to transcend family as well 
as individual. Postwar, 
Americanised Japan has 
known frequent changes of 
leader within a stable 
ststem. In Indonesia (two 
presidents in 45 years), the 
leader is on a pedestal, but. 
as in Japan, the notion of 
consensus runs deep. Even 
the late, megalomanic Pres- 
ident Sukarno had to admit: 
“I have made myself the 
meeting place of all trends 
and ideologies.” 

In the Chinese case, his- 
tory almost seems to consist 
of a battle between the cor- 
pora tist needs of tbe state 
and the interets of the fami- 
lies who operate it. Dynas- 
tic politics is evident in 
“Communist” China 
already, as in Singapore de- 
spite official commitments 
to bureaucratic meritocra- 
cy. Similarly with the 
Kuomintang inheritance in 
Taiwan, which won out un- 
til 1987, when lack of candi- 
dates and the pressure of 
opinion ended the Sun Yat- 
sen and Chiang Kai-shek 
era. 

Rulers who come to pow- 
er in this manner can be 
effective in the same way as 
genuine monarchs, placing 
tbe common interests of 
state and society above sec- 
tional ones. But in much of 


dynamic Asia, claims to 
ethical superiority over the 
tawdry vote-buying implicit 
in democratic politics — 
claims that leaders put 
group interests before per- 
sonal ones, or national ones 
over individuals’ rights — 
are questionable. 

In China, Indonesia and 
Malaysia, just as previously 
in the Philippines, grant of 
monopolies to family and 
friends and “legal” purloin- 
ing by well-placed indi- 
viduals of assets owned by 
the government or in trust 
for certain groups have be- 
come so common-place as 
to be scarcely worthy of 
attention, even when the 
losers are listed companies. 

This wealth distribution 
may have all kinds of useful 
functions in creating capi- 
talist classes (albeit rentier 
ones) where none existed 
before. It may be a sign of a 
dynamic and mobile eco- 
nomy, just as England was 
probably never more cor- 
rupt than during tbe 18th- 
century flowering of com- 
merce, empire and intel- 
lect. But it is not the sort of 
behaviour that warrants a 
claim to “values.” 

East Aria has both some 
of the best (in Japan and 
South Korea) and some of 
tbe most venal bureaucra- 
cies. There are lessons for 
other countries in the con- 
structive but wary rela- 
tionship between 
bureaucracy and business. 
On the other hand, the rela- 
tive decline of the quality 
and influence of tbe Thai 
bureaucracy shows how 
money can overwhelm in- 
stitutions. Is that dynamism 
or soda! decay? 

It is one of the paradoxes 
of the “Asian values” talk 
that the economic achieve- 
ments of the region have in 
fact been accompanied by 
— or even caused by — 
breakdown of old social 
strictures and values sys- 
tems under tbe impact of 
foreign influence, but it 
overseas Chinese entrep- 
reneurship. mass media or 
McDonalds. 

■ Those who see straitlaced 
Singapore as the epitome of 
“Asian values” may not 
have stayed in anything less 
than a five star hotel in 
Japan; in most other hotels. 


porno movies are on tap. 
Or may not have wondered 
why the most dynamic areas 
of Asia, which at present 
include tbe cities of Guang- 
dong, to give just one of 
many examples, exhibit 
levels of prostitution far 
ahead of anything in 
Europe, and drug problems 
that are serious even *in 
countries with draconian 
penalties for possession. 

In many countries, expli- 
cit sex many be kept off 
movie screens, but main- 
stream print media in coun- 
tries like Malaysia are more 
direct about sex than their 
U.S. counterparts were un- 
til very recently. 

The family has so far 
survived as the linchpin of 
society throughout the con- 
tinent. It is a reasonable 
generalisation that family 
solidarity Asia is much 
stronger than the average 
for the West. 

The relatively low inci- 
dence of divorce and single- 
parent families may not re- 
flect superior sexual moral- 
ity, but it does have impor- 
tant consequences for social 
stability and for limiting 
welfare demands on the 
state. Indeed, the strength 
of the family is sometimes 
at the expense of the in- 
terests of the state, which is 
often viewed — especially 
in China — with suspicion, 
to be avoided if it cannot be 
exploited. 

The emphasis on family 
or group obligations over 
individual rights is real 
enough in Singapore or 
South Korea, but it is a 
hollow claim in places 
where money-making is 
praised above all thought of 
the social or environmental 
impact on the nation or the 
family needs of workers. 
The welfarism of Scandina- 
via, so derided in much of 
Asia, might be a better ex- 
emplar of the primacy of 
the perceived needs of soci- 
ety over the rights of the 
individual than much of 
Asa can offer. 

With industrialisation re- 
latively new to most of 
Asia, the longer-range so- 
cial consequences have yet 
to show themselves. These 
countries have yet to con- 
front the problems of an 
aging population, which 


will hit more suddenly than 
they did in Europe. 

Meanwhile, there is an 
unstoppable trend to unit- 
ary families wherever there 
is enough money for each 
generation to be housed 
separately. Will family 
commitment in, say. 
Taiwan, prove much more 
effective than in Italy in 
protecting the old? 

East Asia has the oppor- 
tunity to learn from the 
mistakes of older industrial- 
ised societies, but how 
much is yet to be seen. 

As for politics, it is as 
absurd to say that modern 
concepts of electoral demo- 
cracy are un-Asian as to say 
that fascism is tin-Euro- 
'pean. 

There is no single model 
in politics, any more than 
there is in economics. 
Those in power naturally 
believe that the system 
which keeps them there is 
the best. 

In many countries in Aria 
there has been and remains 
great pressure to enlarge 
tiie system of representa- 
tion, although the means 
may vary and common de- 
nominators may be few. 
That explains perhaps why 
within Asia, even among 
those regarded in the West 
as most liberal and demo- 
cratic, there is resentment 
at Western criticisms of 
their neighbours. Hence 
Thailand’s attitude towards 
Western human rights 
pressure on Burma and 
South Korea’s towards that 
on China. 

It is not hard to see why 
any country would resent 
having its system, however 
inadequate, criticised by 
American congressmen or 
commentators. The words 
“Asian. 

It may be possible to iden- 
tify a few values more pre- 
valent in parts of Asia than 
in the West. And vice ver- 
sa. The same applies to 
vices. But the simplisitic 
labels “Western” and 
“Asian” usually obscure 
the specifics of each country 
and situation, enabling all 
rides to substitute moralis- 
ing for morality and prop- 
aganda for principles. 


International Herald Tri- 
bune. 


Korea nuclear deal possible, if the price is right 


By Philippe Nanghton 
Renter 

GENEVA — An agree- 
ment between North Korea 
and the United States en- 
ding the nuclear stand-off in 
East Asia could finally be 
on the cards, but Pyon- 
gyang's price for such a deal 
has still to be negotiated. 

Bilateral talks in Geneva 
took a significant step for- 
ward late on Monday when 
North Korea offered to 
freeze tiie construction of 
its graphite nudear reactors 
and switch to a system less 
capable of producing nuc- 
lear weapons material. 


North Korean Deputy 
Foreign Minister Kang Sok- 
Ju said he had also prop- 
osed ways of handling some 
8,000 spent uranium fuel 
rods to “ease the concerns 
of the international com- 
munity.” 

Experts say the rods 
, could provide weapon 
-grade plutonium if they are 
reprocessed by the North 
Koreans themselves. 

Only a month after tbe 
death of North Korea's 
“great leader” Kim Hwa- 
sung, the North Korean 
proposals could signal a 
new approach from the 
world’s last Stalinist state. 

But the details of the 


proposals are still not dear 
and any eventual deal could 
prove veiy costly, diplo- 
mats said. 

Announcing North 
Korea's readiness to re- 
place the graphite reactor, 
Mr. Kang said the north 
was only wflling to switch 
technologies if we are given 
the more expensive fight - 
water system in retain. 

Kang also said North 
Korea would need “proper 
and appropriate compensa- 
tion” for freezing the con- 
struction of other graphite 
reactors it is btrildiiig, a 
demand he said was “most 
reasonable.” 

Assistant U.S. Secretary 


of Stare Robert Gallucci, 
heading the U.S. delega- 
tion, stud tiie North Korean 
proposals were certainly 
worthy of consideration. 

He spoke for the first 
time of progress, but gave 
no detaus on Mr. Kang’s 
proposals. 

Diplomats say tiie two 
most contentious questions 
remaining are firstly from 
where any light-water reac- 
tor would come and then 
who would pay fra- tt. 

For political and technic- 
al reasons, Pyongyang is 
said to be reasting a South 
Korean offer to provide 
tiie technology and is in- 


stead pressing for a light- 
water reactor from Russia. 

On a recent visit to Mos- 
cow, Mr. Gallucci discussed 
with Russian officials the 
possibility of Moscow’s 
help. 

But with fight-water sys- 
tems costing several bOfon 
dollars, bo th South Korea 
and Japan are reluctant to 
bankroll tbe purchase of a 
Russian reactor. 

At a previous round of 
Geneva talks in July 1953, 
North Korea agreed in prin- 
ciple to switch with U.S. 
help from graphite- 
moderated to fight-water 
reactors. 


Those talks coll? 
however, and tension 
steadily on the K 
Peninsula as Pyou< 
argued with the In 
tional Atomic Ei 
Agency over the Vi 



. — _ Watchdog’s i 
mspect its nuclear t 
In June, when PVi 
removed the spent i 
fuel rods from 
perimental graphite 
at Pyongyang, the n 
fated and almost 
U.N. sanctions on 
Korea, before a m 
visit by former Ui 
dent Jimmy Carter 
both rides back to t! 
ffating table. 
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By Mohammad Mashariqah 

ft was late evening at the Jerash South Theatre. The 
members of the Old Socks theatre group who came 
from England to perform the Shakespeare's ''The 
Tempest" at the Jerash Festival were flickering around 
ott the stage trying to fix their set according to design. 
One of the managers asked a Jerash administrator to 
bring instantly an engineer and designer to realise the 
ship construction. While they were discussing possibili- 
ties - one of the carpenters approached them and at 
both mens surprise stated in broken English that the 
ship will be finalised by dawn. 

“ Are .you an engineer ?" asked the Englishman. 

“No. sir, lama carpenter, " answered the carpenter. 

“ How can you understand what he warns?" the 

Jerash administrator asked him in Arabic. 

"What do you think, 13 years with the Jerash 
Festival gave me more experience than any newly 
graduated engineer couid get from his books. ” the 
carpenter answered in a bedouin accent. 

The next day the ship was handed to the English 
group and $25,000 was saved for the shipment of the 
original one. Jr made me think, how could the Jerash 
Festival's services be improxed and greater help 
offered to the experienced cadre to perform their jobs 
with less pressure and higher efficiency? 

The Jerash Festival's organisational team does big 




amount of details and follow ups which sometimes 
decreases their availability for developing new systems 
in work and quicker 'response to the upcoming 
problems. 

For this reason 1 believe that the Jerash Festival 
needs a larger organisational team with more sophisti- 
cated preliminary programme and much earlier ter- 
mination deadlines for the preparatory phase. At least 
three months should be given for the realisation of the 
contractors' requirements, starting from accommoda- 
tions, art and technical demands and promotion. To 
make the organisational aspect of the festival more 
efficient and successful, the realisation programme 
should be submitted to the contractors and local 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

parties involved in technical and organisational issues a 
month before the scheduled date of the Jerash 
Festival's opening, and it should comprise accurate 
dates and places of rehearsals, technical personnel in 
charge with their telephone numbers and their availa- 
bility time. 

As far as the promotional aspect is concerned, the 
festival should re-study its advertising policy, com- 
promising between the modern means of the prom- 
otional communication and the local potentials for its 
application. The Jordanian experts in the Held of art. 
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information, psychology and tourism should be re- 
cruited and new strategy should be implemented in 
propagating the festival along with the Jordanian 
economy and tourism. 

New advertising policy should he competent enough 
to secure financial hacking for the festhal. The lore! 
companies should he informed end approached in rime 
before assigning their annual advertising budgets, 
through a well-publicised campaign. In addition to the 
posters . brochures and other printed materials, more 
promotional space should he given within the 
archaeological site, where the companies could display 
their goods or announce them on specially designed 
electronic boards. The possibilities of marketing the 
festival at the international broadcasting marker is i et 
another field of further exploration. Regarding aspects 
of the modern adxertising policy, the festival would 
secure the financial stability and acquire its aspirations 
for selecting high standard's for art and other events on 
the programme. Better financial balance also means 
accomplishing the international and local cultural role 
and improving its significance in breeding a creative art 
movement in the area. Hence, this year, the Jerash 
Festival made a historic breakthrough by establishing 
the Gerasia Creathity Forum, which was designed :o 
be a launch pad for genuine art experiments at home in 
the field of theatre, music, dance, painting, poetry and 


AlAIBayt University 


a highly 


refined institute devoted to the Ummah 


By San AtaSEa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — if is sadly ironic that of all the world's 
great religions, Islam is the one, perhaps, which 
stresses most in its teachings the unity' of mankind 
through God. For as the 2Qih century draws to a close , 
Islam is endangered as never before by sectarian strife 
and division. 

The youngest of the three Abrahamic faiths finds 
itself tiesel on all sides and rocked at its very base by 
both external and internal threats. Violent conflicts in 
Palestine , Bosnia and Kashmir with members of other 
faiths, Sunni-Shiite strife in several nations . and bitter 
feuding for authority over the state between Muslim 
fundamentalists and secularists are but a few of the 
faces of this profound crisis. 

It is into this world that one of His Majesty King 
Hussein's most ambitious brainchildren, AI At Bayt 
University, will enter when it opens its doors to 
sfu dents for the first time on Oct. 1 of this year. 

When King Hussein first publicly spoke of his vision 
for this new Islamic school almost two years ago, his 
rhetoric was bold and at times outspoken. He called 
for the creation of AI Al Bayt University as an 
international forum where professors and students 
from throughout the Islamic World would gather, and 
attempt through their studies and research to forge a 
new harmony out of the diverse and often conflicting 
threads of native traditions and foreign influences 
which have impacted the Muslim Ummah , from the 
ancient times of its founding until the modem age of 
today. They would do so. the King said, “ within an 
atmosphere of complete freedom of speech. 

“ Islam does not hide secret objectives used as 
camouflage to bring in political ideology or to achieve 
gains at the individual or rzctional levels , the King 
said at the time , in an obvious criticism of the many 
religious factions which vie ior political leadership 
throughout the Ummah. 

At the very beginning of the disasters and setbacks 
which have eaten away at the fabric of the Ummah 
over die last few centuries, including the decay of the 
Ottoman Empire and the unstoppable advance of 
European colonialism, “ Muslim thinkers inevitably 
came to realise that something had gone wrong for the 
Muslim people , ” Dr. Mohammad Al Bakhit, the man 
chosen bv King Hussein and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hsisan to be the president of Al Al Bayt 
University, told the Jordan Times. 

"Muslims came to feel very deeply that they were no 
longer the masters of their own destiny." 

The result, he explained, was the evolution of two 
major Islamic movements — both of them an attempt 
to cope with the same set of threatening circumstances . 


but each radically opposed to the other in its direction. 

The most visible and powerful movement was the 
call for a returin to a “purifred is/am v ” purged of 
foreign and industrial age influences, which were seen 
by its advocates as irrevocably contradictory to Islam 
and its teachings. Dr. Bakhit said. 

This movement saw its first major success with the 
Wahabi preachers, who played a vital role in the 
founding of Saudi Arabia, perhaps the world's most 
ultra-religious state. The movement has now exploded 
into worldwide prominence with the rise of Muslim 
fundamentalism throughout the Islamic World over 
the last two decades. 

However \ it is the second and much smaller move- 
ment of though t which Dr, Bakhit and his colleagues in 
the Royal Commission in charge of founding and 
watching over AJ Al Bayt University hope to nourish 
and foster. 

This second movement, shared between a i/m/fed 
few of Islam's scholars and thinkers over the last two 
centuries, calls for a return to the ancient principle of 
"Bab AI Ijtihad.’ r This principle, which has lain 
dormant in mainstream Sunni Islam for over a 
thousand, years, holds that the teachings of Islam 
should be kept open to Muslim scholars and thinkers 
on an enduring basis for revaluation and interpreta- 
tion, in order to maintain a critical balance between 
Islam's original gospels and the unceasing impact of 
historic and social changes which exert their effects on 
the Ummah with the progression of time. 

"We want to pick up the threads of this movement, 
but with more strength and broader vision than have 
been used before," said Dr. Bakhit . “With the 
communications revolution invading every bit of this 
planet, no one can pretend that he can isolate himself 
from the rest of the world." 

To reopen the door of Sjtihad, Dr. Bakhit and his 
colleagues hope to gather together on the university’s 
campus an international group from among the best 
and brightest of the Ummah ’s scholars "to think 
deeply, in a very careful and infei/igenf manner . and 
give their opinions on the subjects which are presented 
to them." 

Although the university will aim to draw together 
Muslim students from all of the nations of the Ummah. 
Dr. Bakhit said, he stated emphatically that the 
primary language of research and instruction at Al AI 
Bayt University will be Arabic . 

"The people of the Ummah need solutions to the 
endless problems facing them, "he said. And a s Arabic 
is the original language of the Koran, ''giving the 
answers to those problems in Arabic will give them a 
sense of closeness and understanding towards those 
answers 

In addition to seeking to heal the many rifts which 


have fragmented the Ummah through a return to Bab i 
Al Ijtihad. the university's directors hope to play a part 
in narrowing the huge gap of misunderstanding and j 
mistrust which has prevailed between Muslims and i 
members of other faiths across the centuries, particu- I 
larly between the Ummah and the Western World, i 

“ Islam is a noble culture, and it is high time that the \ 
many stereotypes and phobias against Islam are 
dropped/’ Dr. Bakhit said. "We are in the process of 
developing a global community, ” which means that the 
establishment of mutual trust between all faiths is 
needed. He added that both Muslims and those on 
other sides of the religious fence are equally responsi- 
ble for the success or the failure of the undertaking. 

As a part of its endeavours to bridge this gap. A; Ai 
Bayt University will be accepting a limited number of 
non-Muslim students into its programme to study i 
Islamic history and sociology, and will also maintain a j 
close affiliation with a new institute for cross-religious j 
studies which has been established in cooperation with \ 
the Vatican — die Royal Institute for the Study o.‘ j 
Religions. ’ 

77iat Al Al Bayt University is an ambition which j 
beyond price to the Hashemite family, there can be no I 
doubt For the Royal Commission which will steer the I 
new university is personally chaired by Prince Hass*.?. ' 
and in addition, the legal charter of the new school ; 
explicitly separates it from any accountability towards \ 
either the Ministry of Education or the Ministry of i 
Higher Education. 

But what sort of reception the international school j 
may receive from the many Islamic consent lives and 
fundamentalists who play such a strong role in shaping j 
Islamic thought today remains to be seen — fun- 
damentalists have long been opposed to the principle 
of Bab Al Sjtihad. which they see as a questioning of 1 
the unquestionable — the core principles of lsla m os 
spelled out in the Koran and its other holy becks. 

As well. King Hussein 's strongly w orded speech tw o 
years ago seemed to indicate that what will ultimately 
be produced from the research and studies of Ai Al 
Bayt University is by no means expected to please 
everyone in the Islamic World. 

For his part. Dr. Bakhit downplayed predictions 
that Al Al Bayt University might stir controversy in 
the Ummah : *‘VVe are not aiming to oppose any 
particular faction, and we have no intention to indulge 
ourselves in politics — we are a highly refined 
institute, devoted to the Ummah." 

However, the new university's president could not 
help but reveal by the manner of his speech that he is a 
man with a dedication to a cause: "We believe that 
knowledge is power, and v.c ask all people to join 
ranks with us to fight ignorance and fanaticism." he 
said, with an unmistakeable resolve in his voice. 




other fields of the performing arts. For the first time, 
the Jerash Festh al partially financed the productions. 
The result was a rich variety of original artwork, 
capable of competing on Arab and international levels. 
The productions oi Mr. Tariff!. Mr. Horani. Mrs. 
Mashuroa »n the field of experimental theatre, music 
recital by Yoosvsf Khashou, Waived Hashim, Faculty 
X. Saber Ha::.tr. Abedo brothers and other outstand- 
ing experiments made by the painter Admin Sharif and 
many musicians who accompanied poetry recitals on 
their instruments, is yet another encouragement to tlv 
festival to keep up this positive role in enhancing the 
locai art movement. If the festival doesn't adhere to 
such policy, i: will gradually evolve into an aliea 
element in the society. That would be the real fiascc. 

At the end w e come to the conclusion that the Jerasi 
Festival desenes much greater concern of all sectors cf 
society. It needs more efforts and deeper responsibility 
for maintaining and developing its cultural, historical 
national and international role. 





A th® Spsusish gnmp performs 

afi the Artesnis Steps during the Jerash 
Festival 




fes of hell 
in, ghosts 
igh spirits 


By Kenneth L. Whiting 

Trie Associated Press 
SINGAPORE — Nobody 
seems overly worried, but 
people in Singapore be- 
lieve that the gates of hell 
opened Sunday. 

Chinese tradition holds 
that the gates stay open 
during the seventh lunar 
month — Aug. " to Sept. 
5 in the Western calendar 
this year — when the spir- 
its of the dead are free to 
roam among the living. 

Restless spooks with liv- 
ing relatives are said to 
visit their homes to share 
(he comforts there. But 
the ghosts of those who 
died' without descendants, 
or who were ignored by 
their kin while alive, may 
wander the streets, hungry 
and envious. 

Unless appeased with 
food and entertainment 
before they return, these 
wayward spirits might 
cause mischief. 

Open-air puppet shows, 
Chinese operas and pop 
concerts are staged for the 
dead and their descen- 
dants. 

Ancestor-worshippers 
also burn “hell money." 
mock currency issued by 
the Bank of Hell, to en- 
sure the ghosts have 
enough cash. 

Some provide the spirits 
with make-believe pass- 
ports known as " permits 
for the souls." 

Public feasts are 
arranged and the hungry 
ghosts are invited to par- 
take. Chicken, pork, rice 
and fruit are the staples. 
The food and drink is later 


consumed by the living 
guests. 

Candles and incense 
sticks burn throughout 
this city-state, where 76 
per cent of the three mil- 
lion people are Chinese. 

Not a formal holiday , 
the festival of the hungry 
ghosts was celebrated in 
Singapore as early as 
1S36. according to the 
Federation of Chinese 
Clan Associations. 

Nowadays, the Tourist 
Promotion Board touts it 
as an attraction for visi- 
tors. 

The origin of the festiv- 
al is obscure, but ancestor 
worship has always been a 
apart of Chinese culture. 

One legend credits the 
festival to Emperor Wu of 
the Lisang Dynasty (A.D. 
5U2-577) who, in a dream . 
was told to organise rites 
to venerate the dead. 

A more anecdotal ver- 
sion says it originated with 
a double suicide similar to 
Romeo and Juliet . anflf the 
annual feasts are thrown 
in their honour. - 

In exchange for -the 
annual welcome, ‘the 
ghosts are expected tfr re- 
ciprocate by helping those 
stili on Earth. Worship- 
pers often seek the bles- 
sings of their ancestors in 
picking winning combina- 
tions of numbers «r tht 
weekly lottery. 

One Singaporean calls i* 
"a month for being jit- 
tery." when belie-ven 
avoid going out at high 
and forbid their childret 
from some everyday acd 
vities like swimming.' 
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Recreating the wheel 


By Jean-Ciaude Bias 

tiZdJl^d *™P ut * r (PC) concept was 

designers realised ai,a ^ ste and software 

rcad^aZ^t^t^ 0X13 going to look for 

ftiTrfa- *° team. easy to use programmes. 

«=<? 


Somebody to lean on 


chip talk 


By £ Yaghi 


at® 



r>thJ k mtl1 end ofthe decade, circa 1990 , for 
other, more specialised applications to be wett- 
mjpfemenfed as ready-made productSi These included 
pn^^mmes like CAD (Computer Aided Design ), 
uyvI C nnd more particularly Accounting: 
Wfltfe PC users seem to have easily accepted most of 
trie available ready-made programmes, also called 
packages, they are still reluctant to trust the ones that 
allow them to handle their accounts , preferring to have 
experts develop tailor-made software for them This 
arunrfe is more perceptible in the Middle East than in 
Europe or the United States for instance. 

The advantages of ready-made software versus 
tailor-made are well-known and was made the subject 
oflbts very column a few weeks ago: Immediately 
available, less costly , well tested, etc. 

Why is it then that the average user in the Middle 
East likes Excel, Lotus , Word, WordPerfect, dBASE, 
FoxBase, Autocad , Corel Draw, but reluctantly 
accepts DacEasy . Sage . Padoli or Peachtree (four well 
known Accounting systems)? 

Based on information gathered in Jordan over more 
than ten years, taking into consideration only small to 
middle size private companies or business (banks 
excluded), I estimate that only 20 per cent of them use 
ready-made Accounting systems while the remaining 
80 per cent opt for painful, long, risky, expensive 
software development. 

When it comes to letting computers handle your 
money, you only trust what you have personalty 
designed and developed. This attitude, this fear rather. 


partly understandable, is but a reflection of very 
conservative, old fashioned ideas. 

Standard Accounting packages are perfectly tested 
They also cover most cases and can be perfectly 
tailored, by the user or the operator to suit his taste or 
needs. They were designed by people who are experts 
in software and accounting and therefore save you the 
very best in the . held. 

However ; being able to manipulate such program- 
mes requires a little effort ;and preparation at the 
beginning. This is what usually frightens most people. 
•A good understanding of the accounting principles and 
the structure of a chart of accounts is essentia/. Many 
managers, unfortunately, do not have , or at least do 
not master these notions. 

Another reason why this phenomenon is more 
obvious in our area is that most packages here are 
pirated copies, sold or distributed without the original 
documentation that comes with the legal , original 
product. Without such documentation the user has 
uttK or no possibility to properly lean how to use the 
software. 

When one looks at the price of original Accounting 
systems, one wonders how do people still turn to 
tailor-made development. From simplest to most 
sophisticated , ready-made packages are available at 
prices ranging tom $80 to $400. 

With such little cost to bear for excellent software, is 
It still worth recreating the wheel? 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


A. Shuqair 


Haitbam is a legally blind student at a public institution 
of higher learning in Amman. Several days ago , the 
following incident happened to him. As he sat at his 
desk, the professor entered and announced to the 
class: ‘‘We will go directly to the technical building to 
see a film concerning the subject we are studying. ” 
Students usually thrill at deviating from the norm 
and also enjoy a break in routine , so almost as one, the 
group flooded out of the large lecture room and made 
its way towards entertainment. However, no one 
remembered Haitham , who may know his way around 
familiar classrooms in one area , but appeared confused 
and lost in any effort-to-make A/s. way towards the 
technical building. The flood bad soon gone on ahead 
of turn leaving him nearly turned round about as 
passing students. had quickly formed themselves into 
rims mid threes intent on reaching their destination as 
rasfas possible in order to reserve a boat seat. Poor 
Haitbam stood alone on the steps ofthe white building 
which housed his lectures with an expression of 
abandonment on his face. He groped down the steps 
andyicr about lost his footing as some students passing 
by either ignored him or sneered at him because of a 
weakness that he was not responsible for. Though the 
JJJJ™ s built is smallish and thin, at first glance, it is 
difffcuk to discern that be is legally blind, but anyone 
would notice that there is something either physically 
or mentally deficient about him , regardless of the fact 
that there is no sign that bis eyesight is very weak . He 
is a meek , mild and polite young man who pays 
attention to the lectures and tends to become annoyed 
at the immature antics of some of his fellow colleagues. 
He is cordial and trusting like a child and certainly did 
not ddserve to be abandoned on the steps all alone 
without a helping hand or someone to lean on 
He stumbled down the stairs nearly falling and bis 
fegs twisted around themselves until he untied them 
with some effort swerving in a crooked path , still 
groping for a way to reach the technical building in one 
P* ece ‘ " e ^ across a street where students swarmed 
m all directions spuming him in a semi-circle with 
complete indifference. Slowly, like the turtle racing 
the hare, Haitbam tried to edge his way up some steps 
ora steep incline, putting his foot and stepping where 
jere was noplace to step and tripping on stairs that he 
totint expect. A one-legged shepherd in ancient 
clothing bad silently observed the youth from .early on 


and not able to bear the situation any longer . hobbled 
on his cane nearer Haitham and at last said m a gruff 
voice: “ Here boy , lend me your hand. We all need 
somebody to lean on sometimes in our lives! Come on, 
III take you where you ’re heading for Vm going there 
too.” 

Haitham recognised the voice of his crusty classmate 
and knew him to be the old man who decided to get a 
degree even if it killed him. He had often wondered 
why anyone so old would even bother to study at all. 
What good would a degree do him? He had even been 
so bold once to ask the antique shepherd: “Why sir'do 
you study? Are you planning to work once you get 
your diploma ?” 

7 he old man -roared in laughter and then when he- 
calmed down a bit chuckled out: “Well, no, my boy. I 
am seeking knowledge as if one might look for a 
treasure, for I want to enrich myself with something 
much more valuable than anything material. I need to 
be spiritually enlightened . Man cannot live by bread 
alone now c a n he? Can you understand, or do you 
think I’m an old fool?" 

He didn’t really understand but he shook his head 
. anyway, and now, here the old shepherd was by Ais 
side, grabbing his arm with angry force and pulling him 
up the stairs. The crippled leading the blind. Everyone 
stared but the old man paid no attention and the youth 
didn't know the difference. At last they reached the 
technical building where the shepherd let go of the 
boy’s arm, leaving him to grope for a place to sit down. 
The old shepherd hopped to an empty place , threw 
down his cane and sat with a thump and proceeded to 
grumble to those beside him: “ No one to help that 
poor youth! What is the matter with the students? Why 
didn’t anyone bother to assist the boy? Everyone went 
their own way just worried about themselves, never 
thinking to look back and check on someone who 
needed them. I think there is something wrong with a 
people that don't take care of the innocent, the poor , 
the humble and someone who needs somebody to lean 
on. Whatever is this world coming to?” 

The movie room was dark and cool. He started to 
watch the film apparently shutting out the glare ofthe 
red sun outdoors and putting aside his annoyance at 
least until the movie about other people's problems 
ended. Meanwhile, Haitham could hardly see what 
was happening and the noise of the film mixed with 
students ’ jaspers and blended together in a distract- 
ing Aum...5t-~- 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT 


, — }890, a cow called Mollie, from Ohio , USA 

began giving black milk. The phenomenon had the 
scientists of the day baffled But the milk tasted very 
good as did the butter made from it , although it did 
look Hke a slab of coal tar. 


man. In answer tohis question a passer-by replied: 
Je ne sais pas. Then be said to himself: “Poor this 
ye^ae sais pas’, he married yesterday and has died 


Thursday, Aug . 11 


J0.*00 News In En glish 


8k30 Heart Of Courage 
Rescue operations that carry danger and risk. 


10&0 The House Of Eliott 


The two sisters’ projects improve and expand. 


— George Washington (1732-1799), the first U.S 
president, was also its first millionaire. He died in the 
last hour of tire day, the last day of the week, ofthe 
last month of the year ofthe last year of tire century. 


A simpleton once visited a town for the first time. He 

was^tiacked by its dogs whicbwere gang to trite 
am. He tned to frickup a stone with wh^his might 

away, but it wastoo 
dffficuk for him to do so. Then be strid: Cursed be 

those townsfolk who let loose their dogs and fasten 
their stones. 


9:10 Murder She Wrote 


Goodbye Charlie 


Ah it takes for someone to inherit a great. wealth, is to 
get a true identification of the '‘dead” body. 


Monday, Aug . 15 

8i30 Big Brother Jake 

The World Of Mrs. Fang 


HkOO News In ^ 


Jake and friends remember old Mrs. rang as she 
considers leaving the neighbourhood. 


ft ft ft 


ft ft -ft 


• The sport is thought to have originated in Egypt 

when children used large stones set up as pm* and 
used small stones as a ball. y 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


Friday, Aug. 12 

9:10 EJS.G. 


9:10 A Galactic Odyssey 
10:00 News In English 


— Only half an hour after he is bom a mountain 
goat can stand quite firmly and indeed will most 
orobably try to climb up the nearest hill. 


i J5? af ** 80 aztes * an wefl and why so called? 
OKAFl?* * “ C diffoKnce tetween a KEPI and an 

^J^What is the origin ofthe symbol (?) for question 


False Step 

A biter avenges the death of his 14-year-old daughter 
tofeSJd"*** Ae P°wer of TV to exposT her 


10:20 Matrix 


A Madness To His Method 


— The American, Thomas Stevens, was the first 
yctson to ride around the world on a bicycle. It took 
urn three years to complete the trip. 


4. What is the name for a native of: 

A. Liverpool 

B. Newcastle 
G Moscow 

D. Manchester 

E. Glasgow 

F. Texas 

5. What fruit is not eaten until it is rotten? 


$$:$§ News In 


Matin needs to discover the truth behind a lunatic. 

dressed as a pirate , who claims that a local industry is 
dumping toxic waste that poisons the water. 


10420 EmWe 


11:10 No Job For A Lady 


Emihe gets closer to her friend Evin, especially when 
be is seeking help for his side mother. 


S ^’J^ U ^urpmUamentarian 1 looks into the issue 
of murderers held in jail.” 


11:10 Dad's Army 


~~ Many people would think that farming is the 
>kkxt industry — in fact, the oldest industry is the 
uodoctron of chopping tools and axes, known as 
■ffinf knapping” which started about. 1, 750,000 years 
go. 


YOUR CHARACTER IN FOCUS 
Bom on June 3 


Man * Hunt 


GwnSJ^ recruits leant that not all parachuters are 


Tuesday, Aug . Id 

&30 Hollywood Stunt ! Makers 


ft ft ft 


LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 


— Where’s the Royal Jordanian Airlines office. 
lease? 

\yna maktab al-kbotoot al-juw’wiya Al-Malakfya AI 
„ . f Ordotriya, min fedZft? 

— Id hke to book two seats on Monday’s plane to 
iqaba 

freed an afijiz mak’adayn ala fcuTire* yam n d- 
r _ erimah t ebd-Aqaba. 

— Is there a flight to Egypt on Thursday? 

Tat hnmta » _ m . — 


— Is there a coach from the town to the airport? 

Ul lAnla. I fl-nluU ■ ■ - . - - 1 I ... _ _ 


- — When must I check in? 

~ Matat yufib tasjed jawaz assmfar? 

' — id hke to change my reservation. 

Greed tag'yeer d-bgjz. 

■ I’d Hke to postpone my flight for reasons 
iyondmy control. 

heed ta'Jeel ar'rihla le'asbab kharffa an kndatL 

— Am I allowed to take my little dog with me on 
e plane? 

-ft/ Yosmab lee be J an aakbodb nm'ie kalbl as’sagbJr 

•hritata? 


f ndc P ende nt views about religion. 

—- Poatrye and determined in bis ideas and rather 
obstinate m carrying out his plans. 

— Confident of his ability. 

Self-reliant and takes his own decision. 

— Has the habit of talking loudly. 

ancTfe ° f Sb ° W t0 ofcserve to™, order 

J 9Y iaI to spirit and cordial in manner. 

m bea " by ' s P maaaema 

— Devoutly religious and has true dignity. 

Has tremendous enthusiasm and is not self- 
centred. 

— Takes an active interest in sports and outdoor 
activities. 

— His intellect is of a very high order. 

— Broadminded, tolerant, humourous and truth- 
ful. 

— Open-hearted with good imdetstanding. \ 


Saturday, Aug. 13 


Pf^te w te risk their necks to keep you in 
stitches — a bebmd the scene look at '‘comedy stunts. ” 


9:10 The Conunisb 


7i30 Dimenshm-X 


other living things work in the soil under 


Do You See What I See? 


8£Q Movies, Games and Videos 


Commissioner Scab and his vigilant men are afar » 
sen*/ rapist whose victims arfweal&yZmm 


bbmputer games . videos, and 
movies that are hits at the box office. 


10:00 News In English 
10:20 Bose Against The Odds 


9:00 One To One 


9H0 The CampbeOs 




Bird Of Paradise 


Wednesday, Aug. 17 


ft ft ft 


thhn^'i ‘ n Xar ^ of !? re birds ' facG to face 
? Ae te s him ** ere are people who 
want to destroy her work. 


SJOJbrry And The Hendersons 


Roots 


PUZZLES 


10&0 News In Engikh 


TIME FOR FUN 


(A) Make one new word from the two words in 
each fine rearranging and using all the letters. 

1. ale + bun 

2. tag + amen 

3. tan + scion 

4. money + spud 

5. riot + dunce 


Sunday, Aug. 14 


zZ dnes are ,he °"’y 


8:30 Coach 


9:10 The Nature Of Things 
The Vision Of The Blind 


Baby Wreckers 


A French villager once went to a city. While 
lining, he heard shouting and singing. He realised 
vas a wedding. Asking about the bridegroom, one 
.the guests answered: “Jc ne sms pas” meaning I 
n’t know. 

On the other day as he was walking along the 
set, he saw a funeral and asked about the dead 


A B an obvious mistake that Haydn consents to » baby 
stt — even for a short time! * 




(B). Insert the word that completes the first word 
and starts the second: 

CLUE : SPIN 
S (...) El 


9:10 Quantum Leap 

Hebei Without A Clue 


SS \ 7^0^^ I958 - 


l°m News In English 

10:20 The Nanny 

Sunday Ip The Park 

Who could tolerate a noisy Bov 9 Th* \i 
es she realises he is the son o 


'1,* 


: .Vp s, ‘’ 1 ■ 


i. 




■..«H b._ "I 


‘ c J f\* i 
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Screen star leads his brothers into a hew acting dynasty 


I . r A3y Bob Thomas 

Associated Pjsss 

\,tP&RNGELES —jHe is 
iljrfrc stlf-styled Daniel 
l jgoaneJbf the acting Bald- 
j patb&fder in 

i trfKHrov footsteps bis 
■y farthers have foiowed. 
s -Alec Baldwin came 
^jSrst^aSneving stardom in 
•-Bfe HSnt For Red Octo- 
jher, .Todce tbenj William , 
i Stepb&l and Daniel have 
\folloMd him -into the 


1e started to 
■glare of ifo 

nnoyance at 
' s Problems 
see what 
mixed w7(/i 

n a distract- 


EW 


ig as she . 


lunatic, 
dustrv is 


he issue 


you in 
’unts. " 


- ^^‘Familiarity breeds 
jamt&npt, as you know 
,jdec' , .cpmments light- 
heartedly. “They thought, 
'jCthbbazo am do it, we 
sarfdodt That’s the way it 
, jis in my family. They 
,tk jold v watcb me op TV 
ami say, 7 can’t believe 
i£c m y?-r e paying 
j’isehmticko” all' this 
■maBey'to appear on TV. ’ 
■And ‘bang as soon as they 
■‘could -get a ticket, they 
• wer&out here on the first 


• ' No- sibling riva fry 
among .the quartet? f 
„ PQh, sore there is* My 


brothers are younger and 
thismer than lam. They’re 
taking the Food out of my 
mouth. Enormous resent- 
ment at times, ” he says. 

*Nof really. We never 
go up for the same parts . 
my brothers and I. There 
are enormous differences 
between us. I don’t think 
they can play the (charac- 
ters)... I play... intense , 
willful.... They tend to do 
more coming-of-age 
things, young and inno- 
cent. ” 

It is true that in his early 
career Baldwin seemed to 
specialise in lowdown 
characters: Melanie Grif- 
fith ’s no-good boyfriend in 
Working Girl, Michelle 
Pfeiffer’s Hit-man hus- 
band in Married To The 
Mob, the thieving psycho 
in Miami Blues. 

Now he’s ■ playing the 
old-time radio superhero 
The Shadow. 

The film's prologue de- 
picts the hero Lamont 
Cranston as "the butcher 
of Lhasa," a bloody drug 
merchant in Tibet who is 
captured by a supernatu- 


ral mystic ami sent back to 
the United States to re- 
deem himself by battling 
evil. 

The actor cited the 
famed intro to the radio 
show, intoned by Orson 
Welles: “ Who knows what 
evil lurks in the hearts of 
men? The shadow 
knows. ** 

“The translation of that 
is: This guy has been 
there,’ Baldwin said. “Un- 
like a lot of other super- 
heroes who seem to have 
stepped tight out of a Boy 
Scout uniform, Cranston 
has lived a little f and he 
knows a little about evil. ” 

Alexander Rae Baldwin 
HI was bom 36 years ago 
in the Long Island, N.Y.. 
town of Massapequa. His 
father was a high school 
teacher and football coach 
who instilled his six chil- 
dren with a social consci- 
ence and a sense of hon- 
esty. 

Baldwin recalls that the 
brothers were good 
mimics who shared their 
father's love of movies. 



.. 



JUmc BmEdwtn with his wtfi actrass Kim M 

“But I don’t think any ing George Washington 
of us ever thought about University in Washington, 


acting. " he recalled. 
“ That was for other 
people. ” 

Not until he was attend- 


D.C.. did he take an in- 
terest in drama. He trans- 
ferred to the acting prog- 
ramme at New York Uni- 


versity and studied with 
the legendary Lee Stras- 
berg. Before he gradu- 
ated, his dark good looks 
landed him a villainous 
role in the daytime serial 


The Doctors. 

‘7 loved working on a 
soap. Fantastic training." 
he commented. "You're 
forced to make choices. 
Based on my experience, 
you need to make all the 
wrong choices first. Only 
the most gifted actors ' got 
it' right away. 

“I think what made 
Brando so great was that 
he was knocking people 
down when he was 25 
years old. That's rare. The 
saying goes, ’by the time 
you know how to play 
Hamlet, you're too old to 
phy Hamlet." 

He moved on to a short- 
lived action series Cutter 
To Houston and the night- 
time soap Knot 's Landing. 
His film debut in Forever 
Lulu wus quickly forgot- 
ten. but he began playing 
secondary roles in success- 
ful films. 

The Hunt For Red 
October thrust him above 
the million-dollar-a-mo\ie 
mark. But he declined the 
follow- up in Patriot 
Games to appear in New 


York opposite Jessica 
Lange in A Streetcar 
Named Desire. 

Controversy has fol- 
lowed Alec Baldwin since 
his stardom: His public 
squabble with the Walt 
Disney Co. over the dis- 
astrous The Marrying 
Man: his defence of wife 
Kim Basinger, who was 
ordered to pay SS.-l mil- 
lion in a movie contract 
dispute: his scathing 
attacks on politicians, 
mostly conservative Re- 
publicans. 

Baldwin and Basinger 
are frequent targets of the 
scandal sheets , *’ 

"You get used to it, “ he 
reflected. "I never 
thought that was true. If 
you had asked me two 
years ago. I never would 
have said that. But you do 
get used to it. You' realise 
that people are going to 
make assumptions about 
you. 

“I guess the only prob- 
lem would be if they stop- 
ped making assumptions 
about me. " 


7 : 
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ifty Kate Kelland 

Reuter / 


Ftintstones stable supplied by British designer 


LONDON — A! life-sized 
■brontosaurus model was 
^dismantled and shipped 
fronr.'ifk birthplace in a 
draughty north London 
warehouse across the 
j Maritieto the Stone Age 
xt.&FSteven Spielberg’s 
[latest Trim The Flint - 


fsln Hollywood, the crea- 
rjmc waste-assembled and 
pmedrtbe ranks of U.S. 
rtult characters from The 
Mnpgdts, Sesame Street, 

, aadtteeaage Mutant Nin- 
■•jar Turtles which were all 
■created Jyy the same Lon- 
.tto/r designers. 

I sW8bn Spielberg asked 
dsrigpefs at Jim Henson's 
TLot&km. Creature Shop to 
.makd^models for The 
ififez&tdnes, now playing 
he was not 
loekmgrifor a glamorous 
Just eccentric 
trestivcrijlair. 

0TR& creature shop 


prides itself on designing 
character beasts, animals 
with a reality that tickles 
adults' as well as kids' 
sense of humour. 

“ Adults are open to 
having more fun these 
days... and we can make 
very strongly realistic cre- 
atures, ” said Jamie Cour- 
tier, the creature shop's 
design supervisor for the 
film. 

“For the Ftintstones 
project I would say that 
we were almost un- 
doubtedly, completely 
qualified to do the job , '* 
be said. 

“ Our reputation is spe- 
cifically built around char- 
acter creatures which is 
what the Flmtstones are. 
They are creatures with 
personality .” 

The reality of designing 
and producing the animals 
for Spielberg's movie was 
about 16 weeks of frantic 
activity. 

“ Every day we sent out 
faxes of drawings, and ev- 


ery day my job was to 
speak to Brian Levant 
(the director) and discuss 
yesterday's drawings 
said Courtier. “ Then he 
would fax back sugges- 
tions — Td like a bit of 
this’,” T like this nose.'” 

With the final approval 
of miniature models came 
the task of building real 
creatures — including the 
Brontosaurus — in the' 
London workshop and 
shipping them to Los 
Angeles for filming. 

“The design brief was 
very open . ” said Courtier, 
dispelling the suspicion 
that Spielberg dictates to 
the last whisker the look 
of his characters. 

“ They came to us with a 
script which named the 
creatures — like the Tiga - 
saurus waste disposal unit’ 
— and they left it to us as 
a design entity to come up 
with the goods. It was 
great.” 

Spielberg's relations 
with the creature shop be- 


gan with an invitation for 
design and budget propos- 
als for bis prehistoric 
blockbuster Jurassic Park. 

The creature shop 
didn’t get that job, but 
Courtier is confident their 
work on The Ftintstones 
established firm links with 
one of the most important 
names in the world's film 
industry. 

The staying power of 
creations from the crea- 
ture shop — Sesame 
Street's Big Bird and the 
Muppets' Animal — sug- 
gests a sound base for The 
Ftintstones, and Courtier 
sees the momentum in tins 
film genre continuing. 

“Interest and appetite 
for fantasy films waxes 
and wanes to a certain 
extent but there will al- 
ways be a market," he 
said . “The imagination 
and exploration of imagin- 
ary places, imaginary 
events and creatures is so 
much part of the human 
psyche. ” 


Courtier sees the crea- 
ture shop as a design 
source which makes the 
fantasy reality. 

The film has been 
accompanied by a flood of 
merchandise. 

“I think the designers 
should be on royalties for 
creating the things in the 
first place,” Courtier 
joked. 

Around 200 products — 
including children's py- 
jamas, pencil sharpeners, 
sweets and talking alarm 
docks — have hit the 
movie-going public, some 
of them months before 
The Ftintstones was even , 
released. 

Unofficial estimates 
forecast takings of £20 
miltion ($30 million) from 
merchandise alone. 

“In the case of the Flint- 
stones, its extraordinarily 
all encompassing... but 
the kids crave the stuff. I 
suppose it's a tribute real- 
ly," Courtier said. 



From imft: Rosie O’Donnell, and EUzabmth Pmrfdns ha the 
Rick fforanis, John Goodman movie Tire Fli nt st o n o s 


But he laments the 
apparent inability of the 
British film industry to ex- 
ploit national talent for its 
own gain rather than 
watchinttg Hollywood’s 
heavyweights move in and 
ejaim it for themselves. 

“Part of the character of 






(his country is the inven- 
tiveness and artistry that 
stems from being pan of 
Europe and from our 
tradition he said. 

“Its the ‘wow’ factor 
that the Americans are 
very good at. They have 
this grasp, they seem to be 


able to make films that 
make you go ’wow'." 

“But we need a Lon- 
don wood. We 've got -the 
ability, there's no doubt 
about it. We should try 
and find the 'wow' fac- 
tor. " 


Saint-Exupery — a reluctant 
hero turned legend 


s’. # John Fotiain 

Reuter 

MlS'4- A reluctant 
(too x8> 'Jiis life. Count 
d-Dc Saiqt-Exup- 
a other of The Little 
rfs being glorified 
marks the 50tb 
of his myste- 
earance. 

3M writer’s career as a 
aviator and the 
zway he died on 
3J;i944 — vanishing 
the: Mediterranean 
3-mission to prepare 
allied landing in 
n c&. — have done 
Jar keep the legend 


'Shortly before bis 
tfy' Saint-Exupery bad 
o.‘gj!ounded after 
J, ingi a plane in a 
landing 

he tirelessly lobbied 
superiors and finally 
permission to By from 
UbiitCorsica, aboard 
American P38 lightning 
^-Bpund for Lyon 
tecoanaissance mis - 
ben vanished some- 
t'between Corsica 
^tfte'JFrench Riviera. 
0e ad at only 44, Saint - 
lK ~&y. pemains the cter- 
child of modern 
h>fiferafure — tike 
ndcaring hero of his 
liable Le Petit 
which a pilot 
universal truths 
chance encoun- 
® Ite desert. 

and admirers 
yfoed the legend of 
wng aristocrat, one 
breed of daring 
the anniversary 
yes, unleashing a 
'3*ew editions and 
the seabed for 
Of his plane. 


The biggest accolade is 
publication by the presti- 
gious Pleiade series of the 
first volume of Sawr-£*- 
upery's collected works in- 
ducting several letters. 

Publisher Gallimard has 
also produced a glossy pic- 
ture album given free to 
any buyer of three works 
in the Pleiade series. 

The culture channel 
Arte dedicated an even- 
ing's programming to 
Saint-Exupery this month , 
and public broadcaster 
France Television is mak- 
ing a film on bis last mis- 
sion. 

The adulation has 
several precedents. When 
he served as culture minis- 
ter, fellow writer Andre 
Malraux, himself a former 
airman , said Saint-Exufy 
eiy would be laid to rest in 
the Pantheon — if his 
body were ever found. 

Last autumn, the Bank 
of France honoured him 
by putting his face on a 
new 50-franc note — mis- 
spelling bis name with a 
superfluous accent bn the 
first “E’\ 

Always a pilot first and 
a writer second in bis own 
eyes, Saint-Exupery was a 
private man , a dreamer 
who dung to the loneli- 
ness of the aviator. He 
flew for the first time at 
the age of 12 and was 
happiest in the pilots’ 
mess swapping tales of en- 
gine failures and forced 
landings. 

"He rewrote a great 
deal, had many doubts , 
and did not deliver the 
articles and books he 
promised. He was else- 
where, busy with his new 
car, his new friends , a 


journey , a passion bis 
American translator 
Lewis Galantiere remem- 
bered. 

Saint-Exupery's passion 
for flying permeates his 
works, which are largely 
autobiographical. In ** Vol 
De Nuit” (Night Flight), 
he tracks a plane trapped 
in a storm over Brazil. In 
“ Pilote De Guerre” 
(Flight To Arras), he 
draws on his experience as 
a pilot at the beginning of 
World War II. 

The writer sought re- 
fuge in the United States 
after France’s defeat by 
Nazi Germany in 1940. 
Because he refused to ral- 
ly behind the Gauliist Free 
French, he was regarded 
by some as a supporter of 
the collaborationist Vichy 
regime. 

Long before he took to 
writing, Saint-Exupery 
risked his life to fly mail 
across deserts and oceans 
for the pioneering Aero- 
postale tine. 

Launched in 1918, the 
tine initially started at 
Toulouse and stopped at 
Barcelona. It was slowly 
extended to Casablanca 
and Dakar , and then 
across the Atlantic to Bra- 
zil in 1930. 

In 1928, w ben be was 
station-master in Cap- 
Juby on the coast of Afri- 
ca opposite the Canary 
Islands , Saint-Exupery 
wrote bis first book , Cour- 
rier Sud , about the 
Toulouse-Dakar tine. 

In 1935, he tried to beat 
the record for Paris- 
Saigon, but crashed in the 
Libyan desert and was res- 
cued by a caravan. He set 
The Little Prince , pub- 


lished posthumously, on 
the ' spot where his plane 
hit the ground. 

Saint-Exupery's luck 
ran out in 1944 . His 
squadron's duty officer 
entered in the log-book: 
“ Pilot did not return and 
is presumed lost." 

Today, many still refuse 
to accept that verdict. 
Historians, former pilots 
and witnesses have all 
tried to solve the enigma. 

Among the theories: 
German fighters shot his 
plane down. Someone 
sabotaged It. suffering 
from old wounds, the pilot 
fainted in the heat of his 
cockpit. He committed 
suicide. 

Salvage experts spon- 
sored by a champagne 
maker and backed by the 
French Navy searched the 
Riviera off Nice, Monte- 
Carlo and Saint-Laurent - 
Du-Var in 1992. 

Last summer, sonar re- 
vealed a shape which 
could be that of a plane in 
the Gulf of Giens but div- 
ers found nothing. 

In March, rhe body 
hunt called briefly and in- 
conclusively on the sleepy 
town of Carqueiranne 
near Giens after its mayor 
said a body thrown up by 
the sea in September 
1944, and buried in the 
local cemetery, could be 
Saint-Exupery 's. 

“His body was never 
meant to be found , *' wrote 
historian Rene Chambe in 
his History Of Aviation. 

“ Did he not belong. . . to 
a caste for whom a coffin 
is too narrow? They 
escape from it and lose 
themselves in the im- 
mensity of sky. earth and 
water." 


Tired of gambling? Try 
ventriloquism show 


By Richard Younger 

Reuter 

NEW YORK —■ In the 
neon heart of Las Vegas, a 
few hundred dummies 
have taken up residence 
— nor the kind who lose 
their shirts to gambling, 
but the wooden variety. 

They are part of Valen- 
tine Vox’s ventriloquism 
exhibit at the newly 
opened Magic and Movie 
Hall of Fame. 

The Hall of Fame is the 
brainchild of Retonio 
Breitenmoser, a memor- 
abilia collector and found- 
er of the Magic Casino in 
Switzerland, which was 
also curated by Vox. 

Basically , we’ve relo- 
cated the European 
museum over here, ” Vox 
told Reuters in a recent 
telephone interview from 
Las Vegas. “ It's a muqh 
more suitable location for 
it. " 

Some of the Hall of 
Fame's featured artefacts 
include Houdini's leather 
stmtjacket, Liz Taylor's 
gown from Cleopatra, 
Edgar Bergen's famed 
dolls Charlie McCarthy 
and Mortimer Snerd , anfi- 
que arcade games, plus 
toys, books, playbills and 
postcards relating to ven- 
triloquism and magic. 

Visitors are also treated 
to hourly performances in 
the 150-seat Houdini 
Theatre , where Vox en- 
tertains nightly with his 
doll Jorge, alternating 
with several other special- 
ity acts. 

The British-born enter- 
tainer is also author of the 
recently published book / 
Can See Your Lips Mov- 


ing: The History And Art 
Of Ventriloquism (Plato/ 
Players Press), the most 
comprehensive study ever 
written on the subject. 

‘7 built my exhibit on 
the basis of my book." he 
says, "so what you see in 
the book is on the walls of 
the museum. It has a story 
tine: The history of the an 
over the past few 
thousand years right up to 
the present day." 

The book, which took 
20 years of research, was 
begun in the mid-'60s 
when Vox, then working 
as a children's TV show 
host in Canada, was asked 
to record an album on 
ventriloquism. 

*7 went to the libraries 
to write an historical intro 
for the album," he says, 
“and realised there was no 
documented work on the 
history of ventriloquism, 
only trivial things. That 
really began my quest." 

The meticulously de- 
tailed and lavishly illus- 
trated work traces the ori- 
gin of ventriloquism — the 
word derived from Latin 
for “belly speaking" — 
from its earliest recordings 
in ancient Greek and bib- 
lical writing as a form of 
prophesy and divination 
to its emergence as popu- 
lar entertainment in the 
mid- 18th century. The last 
chapter contains “ how-to " 
information and includes 
secrets of the trade. 

Vox conducted his re- 
search at the British 
Museum. London Uni- 
versity and in such exotic 
environs as Tokyo and the 
Vatican library. 

“ 1 was coming across 
amazing stuff that I knew 


had never been pub- 
lished." he says. “I was 
entertaining oh ships, so 
wherever I went. I'd do 
research. It was a life- 
time’s work, but I was 
pleased that 1 was the first 
to really document it." 

As his book explains, 
the familiar pattern of the 
wise-cracking doll sitting 
on the straightman 's knee 
did not start to become 
popular until 1S96 . when 
Fred Russel, known as 
"the father of modern 
ventriloquism walked 
onto the London Palace 
Theatre's stage carrying a 
single figure which he 
placed on his knee. 

Prior to Russel, and 
continuing into the early 
1900s . ventriloquists com- 
monly used a row of dolls 
and elaborately staged 
scenanos. For 'example, 
J. W. Cooper's act. which 
is recreated at the Hall of 
Fame, featured five char- 
acters in a barbershop set- 
ting controlled by fishing 
tines attached to con- 
cealed foot pedals. 

It was Edgar Bergen in 
the 1930s and ’40s. howev- 
er, who catapulted the 
modem ventriloquist to 
international fame 
through radio, film and 
TV. “ 

“1 had the pri\ilege of 
making a little film with 
Bergen in the ‘60s," Vox 
recalls, “and 1 could see 
why he became a big star. 
It wasn't because of the 
radio. He'd learned this 
art and he had this beauti- 
ful timing. He made the 
characters come alive to 
where you really believed 
in them. “ 


An expert at the "dis- 
tant voice". Vox has also 
launched a children’s TV 
show. My Video Party, 
currently being test-mar- 
keted in Nevada on the 
Fox Network. 

“We do skits and also 
have cartoons and 
videos," he says. "It has 
that nice flavour that kids' 
shows used to have, tike 
Captain Kangeroo and 
Paul WinchelL" 

Regretfully. Vox ack- 
nowledges the minor role 
to which his chosen craft 
has been relegated. 

"In the Stares, there's a 
stigma where ventriloqu- 
ism is not really consi- 
dered an art." he says. 

Vox's own “obsession'* 
with ventriloquism began 
when he was 10 years old 
and found a penny leaflet 
about voice-throwing. 

“It came in very handy 
at school. " he confides, “1 
could talk to the guy next 
to me and smile at the 
teacher. Bui / suppose my 
father was the greatest in- 
fluence on me, ‘cause he 
was always telling me to 
keep my mouth shut." 

Like the legendary 
Houdini. who took his 
stage name from the magi- 
cian Robert Houdin. 
Valentine Vox adapted his 
current moniker 19 years 
ago. becoming rhe third 
ventriloquist to use the 
name. 

“It was nice to carry 
that mantle." he notes. 
"Sometimes when you do 
something like that it 
either works or it doesn't . 
For me. it worked from 

the moment I used it 

like magic.” 



UAE to scrap frmm mmlical care for expatriates 


Nassef Kasseua 
Reuter 


DUBAI* — Expatriates, 
«’ J Probably make up 75 
P& cart of the Uaiferf 
-Arab Emirates’ people, 
nil! have to dig deep into 
their pockets to pay for 
medical care when a vir- 
tually tee scheme is re- 
placed by compulsory in- 
surance. 

"We are only a few de- 
tails away from a major 
transformation,*' said an 
insurance industry source 
who declined’ to be 
named. 

(r Now it is inevitable, 7 * 
he added, pointing to a 
recent Ministry of Health 
study urging the govern- 
ment to scrap subsidised 


medical care for foreign 
residents. 

The ministry report, 
which has been submitted 
to the cabinet , concluded 
that providing tee medic- 
al services to foreigners 
was too big a burden for 
the state to carry . 

The estunafecr cost to 
the emirate of Dubai 
alone is 600 million 
dirhams ($164 million) 
annually. 

Under the existing 
scheme , expatriates on 
work visas and their de- 
pendants are entitled to 
comprehensive medical 
care at nominal fees which 
do not cover a fraction of 
actual costs. 

“The only solid fact we 
know is that the current 


system will be scrapped... 
the rest is speculation 
the source said. 

The move is likely to hit 
middle and low-income 
earners in the UAE, many 
of them Asian labourers. 

“ Although the coun- 
try’s health budget has in- 
creased, each individual's 
share has decreased due fo 
the rise in population ,'* 
the ministry said in its 
report. 

The individual’s share 
of the health budget in 
1993 was 815 dirhams 
($222) compared with 
1,003 dirhams ($274) in 
1983. 

Of the UAE’s total 
population of 2.3 mUlion . 
an estimated 1.75 million 
are expatriates. 


The study called for 
establishment of a general 
authority for health insur- 
ance to oversee imple- 
mentation of a new 
scheme. 

Sources quoted by local 
newspapers said the new 
system was likely to intro- 
duce a compulsory one- 
year health care card with 
a joining fee set at be- 
tween 300 and 500 
dirhams ($82 and $137), 
compared with a fee at 
present of 250 dirhams 
($68) for two years. 

On top of that, indi- 
viduals would have to pay 
for medical services at 


Health sources said the 
government was also like- 
ly to make having valid 
medical insurance a prere- 
quisite for issuing or re- 
newing a work visa. 

‘Tt is a nightmare , ” said 
one Indian worker in the 
UAE with a family of 
four. 

“ Paying for medical 
cards alone at 500 dirhams 
a head will wipe out 25 per 
cent of my yearly earn- 
ings... and it is compul- 
sory, ” he lamented. 

Kuwait’s decision to 
abolish free medical care 
for foreign residents was 
criticised in the Kuwaiti 


government hospitals and parliament after an Egyp- 
clinics, although it is not tian worker died last 


known how the govern- March because he could 


mcnt intends to change. not afford to pay for kid- 


ney dialysis. It is now re- 
viewing the policy. 

UAE sources did not 
know what services would 
be offered under the new 
scheme and whether em- 
ployers would be asked to 
bear the costs on behalf of 
employees. 

Most of the UAE's ex- 
patriates are Asian unskil- 
led labourers earning any- 
thing between $2,400 to 
$6,000 annually. 

Health offidaZs quoted 
by local newspapers say the 
change is justified on 
more than just economic 
grounds. They argue tbat 
a targe percentage of ex- 
patriate workers come horn poor 
countries where conta- 
gious diseases are 
common. 


Officials also believe 
that a new system would 
improve medical services 
and ease pressure on doc-* 
tors at government clinics, 
which they say have been 
flooded with patients. 

“Sometimes a doctor 
who is not supposed to see 
more than 40 patients ; a 
day is forced fo e xa m in e 
more than 80, ” Dr. Jumaa 
Bahloul, director of the 
Department of Health and 
Medical Services in 


nefit most as higher-io- 
come earners are likely to 
opt for private Aisuraboe 
rather than join the state 
scheme. 

Companies in the UAE 
offer medical insurance as 
part of a life insurance 
package but experts be- 
lieve this sector will-boom 
if the measure is adopted. 


Dubai, said in a recent 


interview. 

Although the govern - „ . . 

meat is expected to earn “We recej^wqum* 
about 500 million dirhams from investors abrohd ab- 


“ Three new companies 
are already negotiating 
contracts \ to establish 
group medi&l insurance 
an insurance executive 
said. | 


ilWUL I4U1UUU . .. | , 

($137 million) from the out regulations governing 
new scheme in joining fees setting op private h^pit- 
alone, experts feel that the als in the UAE he 
insurance sector will be- added. 






Dutch congress is meat for science- starved vegetarians 


3y Sara Henley 
Reuter 


AGUE — Vegera- 
1 jp v'tfc their 
' “ b t- r > a n d 
■jr'.-.gc s:.thered 
wmo Uc.rd scf- 


• • diet their 
: :c.ilti:y. ethically 
rot st all bor- 


■ :r.i to get rid of 
■"-.'ties surrounding 
*. r v.i- — all that 
::ut spiritual 
:r.d so on," said 
*r. Boven , director 
l" rich Vegetarian 
' ‘ 'c .van; ro 
" c-.-fd -r hat sci- 
.*! pleasure . " 

•e 3 1st World 


orange-squeezing race. 

“One of the goals of die 
congress is to increase 
world understanding of 
vegetarianism," said Mr. 
Van Boven. “We won't 
gain anything from a 
group of vegetarians sit- 
ting in a circle agreeing 
bow nice life is. ” 

To this end, research 
from the United States, 
Germany and Belgium 
will underline Endings like 
those recently presented 
in Britain, suggesting a 
meatless diet sharply re- 
duces the risk of cancer 
and coronary or arterial 
disease. 


and the environment. 

“/ think the image of 
meat as a product is slowly 
in decline," said Mr. Van 
Boven. “For instance, the 
range of vegetarian pro- 
ducts in Dutch supermar- 
kets particularly is vastly 
increasing — and shops doa 't 
stock things people don't 
want . " 


: ' ~;c- . i Congress, 
■.:/« year by the 
. ’ iKcar-eafejs 

■ • 30 cojn- 

: tv - : ;y days 

c.' 

i?w longer 
r .iir.c to 
. ?. r . ■! oeo- 


University professors 
will also bring evidence of 
ecological and social dam- 
age caused by intensive 
livestock fanning. 


: . - . . on 

.‘ rroyr.:-- rice 
: "-:k 'Jp 
from a 
: : ? rarer!; on 

excur- 
■ ■ ; ; -c...cs cons- 


■ • ■ j.i.rw? .“.s/jg- 

. . s .mcvral! to an 


They will reveal that 
plant and animal species 
are dying out as meat- 
farming overtaxes the 
land , and discuss how 
Third World communities 
are being deprived of food 
by growing inedible crops 
as export for livestock feed. 

A former livestock far- 
mer in the United States. 
■Howard Lyman, will re- 
count how be abandoned 
his ranch and converted to 
the Green Movement af- 
ter realising how be was 
harming people, animals 


Nonetheless, vegeta- 
rians remain a tiny minor- 
ity in most Western cul- 
tures. Mr. Van Boven said 
Britain is home to the 
largest vegetarian popula- 
tion in Europe, with about 
7.5 per cent of the nation 
spuming meat . 

He could give no reli- 
able estimate of the 
world’s total vegetarian 
population, pointing out 
that while there is no 
nationwide grouping in 
the United States, in 
countries like India vege- 
tarianism is often so com- 
mon it is s simple fact of 
life. 


But he said the con- 
gress's 350 delegates — 
from places os distant as 
Korea and Estonia — all 
share a keen appetite for 
scientific and moral sup- 
port in their chosen diet. 

A highlight for many 
will be when Australian 


philosopher retsr S:r.g?r 
launches an international 


scientific project to under- 
line the genetic links be- 
tween humans and apes, 
as a step towards impro- 
ving rights for animals. 

“ The ultimate goal (of 
the project) will be for 
organisations like the Un- 
ited Nations to recognise 
animal rights,” Mr. Van 
Boven said. 

Ethically motivated 
vegetarians will also be 
fortified to bear a Leiden 
University researcher’s 
Endings — showing that 
animals do indeed under- 
go the equivalent of bore- 
dom and depression if 
confined in a small space 
for long periods. 

Beyond brain food, 
French cook Jean Afonta- 
gard will defy his meat- 
centred culture with 
vegetarian cookery de- 
monstrations, and there 
will be a special Dutch 
dinner consisting of 
almost everything but the 
classic exports, cheese and 
bacon. 

More “fundamentalist” 
vegans — who also refuse 
dairy’ products — will be 
as well-served by the con- 
ference’s wholefood cater- 
ers as the simple p.on 
meet-eating consumer. 
Mr. Van Boven said. 

And Colin Spencer ; au- 
thor of a vegetarian his- 
tory of Britain, will delight 
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vegetarians who feel espe- 
cially oppressed at carni- 
vorous dinner parties by 
arguing that the human 
race was originally herbi- 
vore — hunting, shooting 


and Eshing have led us 
astray. 

“The delegates will be a 
very average public, ” said 


with all kinds of interests. 
We’re already getting calls 
from old acquaintances 
keen to see each other 


Hague Congress Centre 


from Aug. 8 to 13, is open 
to the public for a daily 


Mr. Van Boven. “ They again." 

are all kinds of people The conference, at the 


price of 70 guilders ($40) 
or 240 guilders ($135) for 
the full week. 


doctors split over legalising 
assisted suicide 




BOSTON (R) — Doctors 
are sharply (Evided over 
whether it should be legal 
to assist seriously ill pa- 
tients to commit suicide, a 
new survey of physicians’ 
attitudes has found. 

The study . published in 
the New England Journal 
of Medicine, canvassed 
936 doctors in Washington 
state and found tbat 42 per 
cent believed it was 
acceptable in some cases 
for a person to deliberately 
administer an overdose of 
drugs to kill a patient who 
wants to die. 

Forty-eight per cent of 
the physicians surveyed 
said such euthanasia was 
never ethically justiEed. 

Support for legalising 
physician-assisted suicide 
was even higher. 

Half the doctors sur- 
veyed said physicians are 
sometimes justified in 
helping a patient die by 
administering a drug over- 
dose, while 39 per cent 
said such action is never 
ethically justiEed. 

Few doctors expressed a ■ 
willingness to be involved 
themselves in euthanasia 
or physician-assisted 
suicide. 


Although 54 per cent 
thought euthanasia should 
be legalised in some cir- 
cumstances. only 33 per 
cent said they would be 
willing to perform it. 


While 53 per cent 
thought physician-assisted 
suicide should be legal, 
only 40 per cent said they 
would help a patient die. 

The survey, led by Dr. 
Jonathan Cohen of the 
University of Minnesota 
at Minneapolis, is one of 
only a few polk so for 


conducted of physicians 
on the subjects of eutha- 


on the subjects of eutha- 
nasia and physicians- 
assisted suicide. It was 
conducted in a state where 
voters narrowly defeated 
an attempt to legalise the 
two practices three years 
ago. _ 

The Cohen team found 
that blood and cancer spe- 
cialists, the types of doc- 
tors most likely to be ex- 
posed to terminally ill pa- 
tients, “were also the 
strongest opponents of 
euthanasia and assisted 
suicide. Psychiatrists , who 
had the least contact, were 
the strongest proponents 
of the two practices. ” 


Women doctors were 
signiScantly more likely to 
support physician-assisted 
suicide than men, but both 
genders had similar atti- 
tudes toward euthanasia, 
the study found. 

In examining the factors 
tbat shaped doctors * atti- 
tudes, the researchers 
found that 56 per cent of 
opponents of euthanasia 
and assisted suicide said 
they were influenced by 
religious beliefs. Only 15 
per cent of the those who 
supported the two prac- 
tices cited religidfi. 

The researchers also 
found tbat 91 per cent of 
the doctors supporting 
suicide and euthanasia 
said they would be consis- 
tent with the physician’s 
role of relieving pain and 
suffering. Seventy-four 


per cent of the doctors 
against the practices cited 
the same reason for their 
opposition. 

Most doctors who sup- 
ported the practices said 
there should be : safe- 
guards. 

For example , 90 per 
cent said witnesses to any 
request to die should not 
stand to beneEt in any way 
from the patient's, death. 
Eighty-four per cent of 
doctors surveyed said 
alternatives such as hos- 
pice care and treatment 
for depression should 
have been exhausted Erst. 

The researchers con- 
cluded tbat ‘,‘tbe polarised 
attitudes of physicians nil/ 
make it difficult to formu- 
late and implement laws 
and policies concerning 
assisted suicide. ’’ ' 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 




LONDON (AFP) — U.S. 
scientists have found evi- 
dence that drinking tea 
regularly may help to pre- 
vent certain, kinds of can- 
cer, the Sunday Times re- 
ported. 

The scientists said a 
substance in the leaves of 
green and black tea pre- 
vented the spread of can- 
cer by blocking cancer- 
causing agents in the 
bloodstream originating 
from eating cooked meats 
and Esh, the weekly re- 
ported Sunday. 


cancer research, said his 
studies showed the risk to 
rats of contracting cancer 
of the breast, colon and 
pancreas from cancer- 
causing agents commonly 
found in cooked meats 
and Esh was signiEcantly 
reduced by doses of tea 
given in the same concen- 
trations as drunk by hu- 
mans. 


Doctors in several cen- 
tres are experimenting 
with mice and rats and 
have shown that cancers 
artiEciaHy induced in the 
laboratory animals could 
be “markedly reduced" by 
giving them tea. 


But the protective 
effects were lessened if 
milk was added to the tea. 
or if the leaf chemicals 
were aitered at too high a 
temperature, be said. 


Professor Allan Con- 
ney, director of the Can- 
cer Research Laboratory 
at Rutgers University in 


New Jersey, reported his 
team's study of tea’s ther- 


Dr. John Weisburger, 
director emeritus of the 
American Health Founda- 
tion. said: “It is my im- 
pression that if you drink 
six cups of tea a day it will 
! protect you against 
cancer. ” 

Dr. Weisburger , who 
has 40 yea rs ' experience in 


apeutic properties in this 
month's Cancer Research 
journal. 


The studies were in- 
spired by findings in Japan 
that drinking green tea re- 
duced the risk of co/on 
cancer. Further investiga- 
tions have found that 
black tea has the same 
properties. 


1. An artesian well is a deep well which requires no 
pumping, but relies upon the pressure at which the 
water lies above appropriate strata to raise it 4 o the 
surface . It is so called because such wells were Erst 
made in Artois, of which the ancient name was 
Artesium. 


ft ft ir 


2. A KEPI is a kind of military headgear ■ an 
OKAPI is a mammal related to the giraffe. It was not 
discovered until 1900, when it was found in the.deep 
forests of the (former) Belgian Congo. 


3. The symbol (?) for question mark is said to be 
formed from the Erst and last letters of the’. Latin 
quasetio = question, placed one over the other, thus 


•A- ft it 


4. (A) Liverpudlian/Livcrpoodlian. 

(B) Novocastrian. 

(C) Muscovite 

(D) Mancunian 

(E) Glaswegian 

(F) Texan 


5. The MEDLAR is not eaten until it is rotten: It is a 
deciduous, sometimes thorny, tree native to Europe 
and Asia. Apple-shaped fruit eaten when pardv 
decayed and becomes “ Wetted ”, when it has on 
agreeable aad and somewhat astringent flavour. 


PUZZLES 


(A) COMBINATIONS 

1. Unable 

2. Magnate 

3. Sanction/Contain 

4. Pseudonym 

5. Introduce/Reduction 


(B) WORD COMPLETION 
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P&Illffs in 

.■ L/jrRDANIAN AND Israeli 
/ 3 te Wednesday got 

- - ' e a ra to the more mundane 
6 *PtrUk’ substantive in what 
— ^or n 7 y,T^ oc-jcais to be a serious Wd to 
‘easufc j s { ooon ted up the pace of negotia- 
• a °P'ed. as. 

r f c On, n , ■ * ** Of 

read >‘ nePoP^ tferal n^oaauons dde- 
fo *cs from the two sides 

medics] n J fa bM jtc into smaD groups, 
urance » ne *: spent ** wooing 

' x ecor,,'. t the details and tochmcaE- 
c s that will lead the two 
received ; <» to fi* 3 * agreements. 

ve &tot\ ah^na And as things moved for- 
ilationc 0ro * d ah. «d. both sides appeared 
m D S Sox 'Crn-t am tigbtKpped about the 
the n rf te Aos n,f bstance of these talks. 

\ f- AE ™ D "' ^We have established the 
" e inripte and now we are 
| oring into details,” Dr. 

larwan Muasher, 
flkesperson of foe Jorda- 
g n delegation, told the Jor- 
■n Times. 


J ° ,n 


Jordan, Israel make steady progress in Dead Sea t alks 


From Nenneen Murad 
at (be Moriah Plaza Dead Sea Hold 


But the “details” are not 
marginal or unsubstamive. 
Having established the prin- 
cipal of “mutual recognition 
w rightful (water) allocations 
of the two sides” of the Jor- 
dan and Yannonk rivers dur- 
ing the Watfi Araba talks in 
mkl July, the “details” during 
Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s 
“laterals included “efisens- 
sing amounts of water 
®bares,” a Jordanian source 
said. 

“I am not going to define 
to the press now any details 
on the talks between the 
Jordanian delegation and 
Israeli mission,” the chief 
IsraeB water expert, Nooh 
Ki uarti, told the Jordan 
Times. 

He maintained that his »- 
fcy "*? for the benefit of both 
countries when asked to 
confine that negotiations h»d 


moved to defining exact 
snares of water. 

But while not revealing the 
details of their taiw bofo 
g jes a gree that there is a 
“common interest” between 
Jordan and Israel to ensure 
mat both sides have sufficient 
supplies of water. 

A Jordanian gOUTCS said 
that there is a sense Thar 
Israel “has an interest” in 
cooperating with Jordan in 
not only agreeing on water 
shares m the Jordan River 
and Yannonk River bat also 
in jointly increasing the water 
resources. 

“We know that Israel 
an interest in cooperating on 
the water shares issue as well 
as in jointly working to in- 
crease water resources,” the 
source said. 

Mr. Kinarti, speaking to 
Jordanian reporters, said ear- 
lier brae! was "100 per cent” 
committed to resolving the 


water problem with the King- 
dom in a maimer “that you 
can live with and it would be 
a satisfactory one.” 

He said that he feels that 
with “a reasonable attitude I 
am sure that we will over- 
come the gaps between the 
two countries.” 

On the boundary demarca- 
tion talks, the Jor dani an de- 
legation sources said that 
Israeli negotiators bad 
accepted the 1928 mand ate 
document as delineating the 
borders between Jordan and 
Israel. 

“What we are going to do 
now is a purely technical 
affair,” a source said. If the 
Israeli side continues to view 
tile issue as a "te chnical ” 
rather than "political” one, 
Jordanian sources do not see 
any “major sticking points” 
on that level. 

But behind the “detailed 
negotiations" here, Jorda- 


nian political sources say that 
the Kingdom has the “politic- 
al war to push ahead in its 
track of negotiation, a wifi 
that is apparently recipro- 
cated by Israel. 

Sources in Amman told the 
Jordan Times that Jordan 
feels the urgency of register- 
ing concrete progress in its - 
negotiations with Israel in 
view of the Cairo agreement 
on the Palestinian track and 
unseen but definite progress 
on the Syrian track. 

The Kingdom has 
apparently been made aware 
of progress on the Syrian 
track that includes Teaching 
some type of agreeenl on the 
extent of Israeli withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights. 

According to the well- 
placed sources, U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
ophers’ shuttle diplomacy be- 


tween Syria and Israel has 
laid out a general frame for 
prindples guiding an agree- 
ment between Syria and 
Israel. 

What these sources expect 
to remain unresolved are 
“details” over the security 
arrangeme n ts after Israel's 
frill withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights, the timing of 
normalisation procedures 
and the phases of withdrawal. 

Analysts and political 
sources expect that once the 
“final details” guiding the Sy- 
rian track are worked out, 
Syria would be ready to reach 
its own separate “declaration 
of principles'* or agreement. 

The analysts say that the 
Kingdom wants to e ns ur e the 
“comprehensiveness” of the 
peace process but also does 
not want to be left t railing the 
other tracks of the Arab- 
Israeii talks. 


Israel may give Jordan 
concessions in trade 


Rabin and Arafat agree 
speed up self-rule steps 






sREZ, Gaza Strip (Agen- 
ts) — Israel and the Pales- 
ps Liberation Organisation 
FLO) decided at a summit 
ft Wednesday to speed up 
jeaee moves, announcing 
ecetmgs next week to iron 
3Di obstacles to Palestinian 
Sections and the expansion 
of self-role. 

*We decided the negotia- 
tions will continue on Mon- 
day and Tuesday between the 
two committees that deal 
of rh* a titi) early empowerment and 
' \ *°arrf course elections,” Prime 

0lt: Minister Yitzhak Rabin told 
rc^Sitn fo i tfof reporters after a more than 
7 - 90-srunnte meeting with PLO 

octors. who sur. feeder Yasser Arafat. 

£ practices si- “Definitely we have some 
ouJd be differences,” Mr. Arafat told 
t joint news conference at an 
qmn u on foasti anny base in the Gaza 
.pe. .0 pr .snip, their first summit on 
witness roa. {me ground. 

' should n? ] “At the same time we have 
■neCit in anvw a > 'meed to minimise all these 
patient's ded [differences between both of 


os starting from the question 
of Jerusalem, to the early 
empowerment, to the financ - 
in g, donors and donations,” 
Mr. Arafat said. 

“With determination and 
continuous organising of 
these steps, we are sure that 
"the p>.vznsea we triD be able to overjump 
■physicians qf f -f 001 obstacles.” be said. 

in their first meeting since 
Mi. Arafat settled in auton- 
emous Gaza in mid-July, Mr. 
Rabin said he bad “stressed” 
Israel's c ommi t me nt to the 
declaration of principles 
signed in Washington last 
September and the follow-up 
sntonomy accord readied in 

N- 

Mr. Arafat requested the 
talks after speaking of Ins 


r per cent c 
surveyed sk 
5 such as h» 
and treaimea 
ission shoulc 
exhausted m 
earefiers cos- 


ficult to form 
Tiplemeni law: 
es concertos: 
dde. " 


“despair" at his treatment by 
the Israelis and comp lainin g 
that international donors 
have dragged their feet in 
financin g Palestinian auton- 
omy in Gaza and Jericho. 

He has grown increasingly 
frustrated at the flah»maw»» tu 
spreading Palestinian self- 
rule throughout the occupied 
West Bank compared with 
the rapid peace moves be- 
tween Jordan and Israel. 

Mr. Arafat hailed the talks^ 
as “very important,” thank- 
ing Mr. Rabin for “poshing 
forward" what has been 
agreed upon. 

Committees overseeing the 
fiamfer of more civilian pow- 
ers to tiie Palestinians and 
organising elections to the 
autonomy council will meet 
again on Monday and Tues- 
day in Erez, and the two 
leaders could hold more talks 
in two weeks time if neces- 
sary, Mr. Rabin said. 

The liaison committee wiH 
also meet on Wednesday next 
week, the premier added. 


sites in Jerusalem in the 
Israel-Jordan peace declara- 
tion two weeks ago. 

Israeli Environment T Urnfe . 
ter Yossi Sand, who was tak- 
ing part in the meeting, de- 
nied that the Palestinians 
were losing out because of 
the Jordan-Israel peace 
moves. 

“Any breakthrough on the 
bilateral level benefits die 
whole of the preace process,” 
be told Israeli Radio. 

Mr. Rabin said he also 
discussed the oroblem of vio- 
lence in the Gaza Strip and 
elsewhere. 

“I hope that on the Israeli 
side, on the Palestinian side, 
tensions will be reduced, vio- 
lence will be reduced. 

“Let’s hope that what we 
are committed to will be im- 
plemented in the sprint of 
readiness to work together 
with those who try by vio- 
lence to undermine our 
efforts.” 


Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat (I) looks at 
Israeli Premier Yitzhak Rabin wide addres- 
sing the press following their meeting at the 


Erez crossing point between Israel and the 
Gaza Strip on Wednesday (AFP photo) 
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The two men discussed the 
issue of an early transfer of 
civilian powers to the Palesti- 
nians throughout the West 
Bank as well as elections to 
the autonomy council, origi- 
nally due to be held in mid- 
July but now put bade until at 
lesat December. 

Mr. Rabin said the issue of 
Jerusalem was not discussed 
just mentioned in passing. 
Israel insists that talks with 
the PLO on Jerusalem are 
not due to start until the third 
year of self-rule. 

Mr. Arafat has been upset 
that Jordan was guaranteed a 
special role over the Islamic 


Mr. Arafat added he 
hoped the two would meet 
“gain even if only “to shak r 
hands,” adding he hoped 
continuous coordination” 
would help the two sides to 
overcome obstacles. 

Mr. Arafat was accompa- 
nied by seven ministers from 
the new Palestinian authority 
including top PLO negotiator 
Natal Shaath and seSy 
services chief Amin A1 Hindi. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres joined Mr. Rabin in the 
talks, as well as Deputy Chief 
of Staff Amon Shahay and 
foreign ministry director Uri 
Savir who both played a large 
part in the May 4 Gaza- 
Jexicho accord. 


locates of truth, goodwill 
d peace. 

t is in this co n t e xt and 
aiming from my concern 
our smooth transition 
^ards the new phase is not 
anyway obstructed, and 
bwmgtfaat to enter such a 
/sc would require os to 
jre fulfilled the imperatives 
piemoaatisatkm f*ased cm 
Petence to the Constitu- 
p. the National Charter 
law, that I entrust you 
p assuming the responsi- 
Py for carrying out the 
paratians for snch a drive. 

democracy should be 
• where justice reigns, and 
interests of the nation and 
ptizens are preserved, and 
S? where our special 
rievememes are protected 
girder for us to be able to 
§>e with continuous 
both on the domes- 
regkmal levels. Given 
I and your country- 
have known about yon 
of your penetrating 
and your respect for 
strict application of the 
an spheres of life, yonr 
of thin undertak- 
wffl be invaluable. 


or der to attain 
ffitives it is imperative to 
the participation in 
■^decbaonHDulting process 
group of inmvidoals 
wd with a history of per- 
!«# integrity. Furthermore, 
-4 necessary to introduce 
^apprehensive administra- 
*6, reforms and to elevate 
•^ standard of the adnrinis- 
a *[c sector so that it may 
5 *Ne to interact with 


1 ® tenns trf foreign invest- 
where. a prospective 
t ivestor is provided with 


(Coathmed from page 1) 

a local partner under a law 
which should also protect 
public funds. 

While Jordan also attempts 
to widen its contacts with the 
European Union, the United 
States, Japan and other re- 
gional economic groupings, it 
should be obvious that the 
Judiciary, the Audit Bureau, 
and the Bureau of Adminis- 
trative Control and Inspec- 
tion, will have to play a com- 
plementary role within the 
framework of a set of modern 
laws that are fluent in the 
language of commerce, in 
order to preserve Jordan’s 
reputation and status. It is 
important to note that any 
misconduct or error of judg- 
ment in the use of pubhc 
funds wifi undoubtedly re- 
flect negatively on the pros- 
pects for future investment. 
It is thus necessary to estab- 
lish a Central Purchasing Au- 
thority, and to draft a new 
policy for for eign commercial 
dealings. It is also necessary 
to modernise present laws 
and regulations, keeping pro- 
fit margins at reasonable and 
accepted levels. Doing all the 
above cooks at a time when 
we are adamant to protect 
our economy from financial 
deviation and tedious 
bureaucratic zed-tape, which 
may tarnish i ts d ean and 
efficient image within Jordan 
as well as abroad. Those who 
have served with honesty and 
integrity, and who have 
worked tirelessly, should in- 
deed be rewarded. From now 
on, there should be absolute- 
ly no room for leniency with 
those individuals or entities 
who abuse pnbHc funds, and 
there should certainly be no 
room for the misuse of pubnc 
office for personal gain. 

‘ id view «m all of the above, 


I entrust my dear brother and 
heir with the task of estab- 
lishing and heading a Royal 
Commission comprising as 
members those honest, qual- 
ified Jordanians he may deem 
fit. This Royal Commission 
should attempt, as one of its 
many objectives, to seek the 
creation of economic and in- 
vestment atmosphere, in 
both the private and public 
sectors, based on dear found- 
ations that guarantee the 
rights of die deserving with- 
out leniency, negligence or 
error. This environment will 
hopefully pave the way to- 
wards the development in the 
national collective sense, 
where those involved will ran 
its different components 
according to sound and scien- 
tific bases. This should be 
done under administrative 
and legislative principles that 
will result in activating poten- 
tial and widening the drae of 
participation and excellence 
m the national effort at every 
level Such an atmosphere 
should also instill respect for 
the law and help identify 
those areas requiring change 
of modernisation vnthin ex- 
isting laws and regulations. 
Coordination between the 
(Efferent components of this 
new approach should by ne- 
cessity be active and con- 
tinuous. 

I have no doubt that you 
wQl fulfill tins task in the best 
posable fashion, and in this 
regard you have my une- 
quivocal support I pray the 
Almigbty to bless you with 
success. 

'With my warmest affection 
and sincere admiration. 


Yonr Brother, 
Hussein Ben Tala! 


Sharaa reports serious efforts 
to lift Israel- Syria logjam 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Sy- 
rian Foreign Minister Farouk 
A1 Sharaa said Wednesday 
his county was enraged in 
serious efforts with Israel to 
break the deadlock in their 
peace negotiations. 

Despite the “constructive 
spirit,” Mr. Sharaa said, no 
tangible progress was made 
during U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher’s 
latest Middle East shuttle to 
mediate a breakthrough. 

Mr. Sharaa spoke to repor- 
ters after meeting with Presi-. 
dent Elias Hrawi, Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri and 
Foreign Minister Fans Bonez 
to brief them on the outcome 
of Mr. Christopher's talks in 
Damascus earlier in the 
week. 

Mr. Sharaa sought to ease 
mounting tensions in South 
Lebanon between guerrillas 
and Israeli occupation forces, 
telling reporters Syria 
opposed targeting dviliaiis in 
the conflict. 

“We are not sure until now 
whether there’s been any im- 
portant change in the Israeli 
position as long as they ha- 
ven’t publicly committed 
themselves to foil withdrawal 
from occupied Arab territor- 
ies,” the Syrian official said 
at the presidential palace in 
suburban Baabda. 

Mr. Sharaa said Mr. 


Christopher told the Syrians 
that Israel wanted to push 
forward die peace process 
after it signed pacts with die 
Palestinians aria Jordanians. 

“What happened mi the 
other tracks does not negate 
the fact that without conclud- 
ing a real, just and honour- 
able peace with Syria and 
Lebanon the region will not 
live in genuine peace,” said 
Mr. Sharaa. 

Underfilling Syria’s com- 
mitment to Lebanon in con- 
fronting the Israelis together 
at die bargaining table, Mr. 
Sharaa said, Mr. Assad has 
opposed to Mr. Christopher 
that Damascus form a joint 
team headed by a Lebanese 
to represent both Arab coun- 
tries at the negotiations. 

Mr. Sharaa raid Syria told 
the Americans that it was 
“strongly annoyed” by an 
Isreli air raid last Thursday 
on the South Lebanon town 
of Bcir AJ Zahrani that killed 
eight civilians and injured 17. 

Israel has said the raid was 
a mistake and apologised. 

“We in Syria believe that 
civilians should not be 
targeted by tbe violence,” 
Mr. Sharaa said, adding that 
last week’s guerrilla rocket 
attacks were in retaliation for 
the Deir A1 Zahrani air raid. 

“We believe that if Israel 
stops attacking civilians the 


Lebanese resistance has no 
interest in shelling northern 
Israel or attacking civilian 
targets,” said Mr. Sharaa. 

But Mr. Sharaa also reiter- 
ated that guerrilla operations 
against Israeli occupation 
forces in the south were “a 
legitimate right.” 

A top Israeli official mean- 
while a ted what called “posi- 
tive signs” of a desire for 
peace by Syria. 

Tbe official, Uri Savir, who 
is director-general of the 
foreign ministry, said the gap 
between Israel and Syria over 
the future of tbe Israeli-held 
Golan Heights was stiD wide. 

“There are positive signs 
and it seems to me there is a 
strategic decision. That is 
also what we bear from die 
Americans,” Mr. Savir told 
Israeli radio. 

He said Syria had shown a 
desire to reach a settlement 
and responded positively to 
Israel’s progress with Jordan 
towards clinching a peace 
treaty. 

“The gaps are stiD signifi- 
cant and what is perhaps all 
the more significant is that 
there are as yet no direct 
(IsraeU-Syrian) negotiations 
at senior level in a way that 
could be productive,” Mr. 
Savir said. 

Mr. Savir said greater Sy- 
rian flexibility was needed. 


Crown Prince expects accords in 1995 


(C ontinue d from page 1) 

Holy City and while religion 
cannot be separated from 
politics, “8S we tty to resolve 
the political issue there has to 
be a religious solution that 
should enhance political 
moves” to end the conflict 
over the city. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan 
had done more than any 
other Arab country in terms 
of demographic absorption of 
refugees who came in diffe- 
rent waves that burdened the 
country’s resources and in- 
frastructure. 

But the Crown Prince 
emphasised that despite the 
cost of assimilating the re- 
fugees, Jordan gave full 
rights to all its citizens with- 
out discrimination. He urged 
that world economic aid 
should address tbe real prob- 
lems of poverty and unem- 
ployment and not to employ 
technical terms that do not 
correspond with the realities 
on the ground. 

He sitid aid should be 
directed towards countries 
that can proceed with im- 


plementing projects that can 
contribute to tbe develop- 
ment of the region. 

Responding to a question 
on whether the coming 
Morocco conference should 
channel its assistance to bi- 
lateral projects rather than 
muttilaieral ones that could 
be hard to implement. Prince 
Hassan said: “If the most 
competent can-doers can get 
together and come up with 
the nucleus of an investment 
seminar” ideas will translate 
into projects. 

While noting that “much 
remains to be done before 
full peace dawns on the Mid- 
dle East,'’ Prince Hassan said 
it is essential to “break down 
stereotypes.” 

UJA Chairman Richard 
Pearistone said many of tbe 
members of the delegation 
wbo are with him on the 
organisation’s “Prime Minis- 
ter's Mission" were in- 
terested in investing in Jor- 
dan as well as in Israel. 

He said his group and 
other political Jewish orga- 
nisations in the U.S. will 
work to increase economic 
and political support to Jor- 


dan, saying Jewish lobbyists 
in tbe United States had 
pushed for the writing off of 
Jordan’s foreign debt after 
the signing of tbe Washington 
Declaration. 

Mr. Pearistone presented 

Prince Hassan with a framed 

lithograph representing the 
Asher, an ancient Israeli 
tribe. 

Tbe UJA is a non-political, 
non-profit organisation that 
annually raises $750 million 
of donations which it distri- 
bute to Jewish communities 
in foe U.S., Israel and other 
countries. 

Members of the UJA are 
industry and business lead- 
ers, whose annual contribu- 
tion to the organisation 
amount to $100,000. 

The Boston Jewish com- 
munity is foe oldest federated 
charity organisation in the 
U.S. and among its leaders is 
Steven Grossman, president 
of foe influential American 
Israeli Public Affairs Com- 
mittee (AIPAC). 

The group had visited 
Morocco and met with King 
Hassan before arriving in tbe 
Middle East. 


The Jerusalem Post 

ISRAEL is considering giv- 
ing trade conccssois to Jor- 
dan on exports to the territor- 
ies outside of tbe auton- 
omous areas, an Israeli offi- 
cial dose to the economic 
talks with Jordan reported 
yesterday. 

Economic negotiations 
with Jordan resumed yester- 
day at tbe Moriah Hotel on 
foe Dead Sea shore. 

The official said the talks 
were going very well, and 
that the Jordanians h»d asked 
for “symbolic” Israeli conces- 
sions on trade with Palesti- 
nians outside the auton- 
omous areas. According to 
the official, the Israeli de- 
legation is seriously consider- 
ing agreeing to the Jordanian 
request. 

“In light of- the positive 
atmosphere and of the fact 
that we are talking about a 
volume of trade that doesn't 
pose any threat to our eco- 
nomy, foe delegation is in- 
clined to accept tbe propos- 
al,” said the official. 


Israeli officials have 
pointed out that the Paris 
economic agreement with foe 
Palestinians has, to a great 
extent, left trade with the 
autonomous areas in the 
hands of the Palestinians. 

Prior to yesterday's meet- 
ing, Israeli officials were 
saying that following the ini- 
tial step of agreeing on a set 
of common principles, the 
negotiations would get bog- 
ged down on the details and 
that expectations for a quick 
breakthrough were prema- 
ture. 

They added that both sides 
agreed to undertake several 
feasibility studies for joint 
projects which also will take 
time until they are ready for 
implementation. 

The Israeli delegation to 
the talks include Treasury In- 
ternational Division Director 
Lhud Kaufman, Custo ms an d 
Value Added Tax Director 
Arye Zeif, Bank of Israel 
Supervisor of Banks Ze'ev 
Ancles and Industry and 
Trade Ministry Deputy 
Director of Foreign Trade 
Zohar Peri. 


Sanaa group says 
it took over YSP 


SANAA (R) — Pro-Sanaa 
lower level officials of the 
southern Yemen Socialist 
Party (YSP) have declared 
they have taken over the 
party, most of whose leaders 
fled into exile after the defeat 
of the Aden-based break- 
away state a month ago. 

A statement by tbe group, 
coinciding with tbe opening 
in Damascus on Tuesday of a 
congress of YSP leaden on 
foe future of foe troubled 
party, declared itself the sole 
legitimate leadership of the 

The statement sent to Reu- 
ters late on Tuesday said the 
group was made up of YSP 
provincial secretaries and 
other activists but gave no 
names. 

It was not known bow 
many officials were involved 
or wfaat foflowing they had in 
foe parly, which dominated 
southern Yemen since inde- 
pendence 20 yean ago. 

The Damascus talks, trying 
to restore party unity after 
splits that emerged during foe 
two-month Yemen civil war, 
were chaired by the YSP’s 
deputy leader Salem Saleh 
Mohammad. 

It was attended by 10 other 
members of the party’s potit- 
buro, including former Prime 
Minister Haider Abu Bakr AJ 
Attas and former Defence 
Minister Haithaxn Qassem 
Taber. 

Mr. Mohammad was not 
(Erectly involved in the seces- 
sion but Mr. Anas and Mr. 
Taber were among its lead- 
ers. 

Party leader Ali Salem AJ 
Beidh, who fled to Oman 
after foe collapse on July 7 of 
foe state set up iby southern 
leaden disgruntled after a 
four-year merger with the 
more powerful North Ye- 


men, did not attend the 
Damascus talks. 

He is said by his Omani 
hosts to have retired from 
politics. 

The Sanaa group said it 
opposed secession and called 
for foe rrial of YSP leaden 
involved in secession. 

It said it had “suspended 
politburo and central com- 
mittee members inside and 
outside (Yemen) including 
secretary-general (Baidb) 
and assistant secretary- 
general (Mohammad).” 

The group, calling itself the 
higher preparatory commit- 
tee for the fourth YSP con- 
ference, said it was “foe sole 
legitimate leadership which 
assumes all foe party’s lead- 
ership functions until the con- 
vening of foe conference." 

_ Such a conference is essen- 
, tialupder YSP rules to decide 
leadership and other ch a n ges 
and foe group said it would 
be held within "Six months. 

Yemen’s President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh's government 
has blacklisted as traitors 16 
southern leaders, including 
Mr. Baidh, Mr. Attas and 
Mr. Qassem, and says they 
must stand trial for their in- 
volvement in foe secession. 

But foe list does not in- 
clude Mr. Mohammad, who 
remains officially a member 
of Mr. Saleh’s presidential 
council, and other YSP lead- 
ers wbo did not openly sup- 
port the secession and remain 
members of foe Sanaa gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Saleb, who ruled the 
merged Yemen for three 
years in a 50-50 partnership 
with the YSP, has recently 
called on what he described 
as “YSP's middle echelon” to 
dismiss secessionist leaders 
and elect a new leadership. 


Algeria identifies attack mastermind 


(Continued from page 12) 

However, domestic 
opposition to foe security 
campaign and to the govern- 
ment’s policy of supporting 
the Algiers government has 
begun growing. 

Former Socialist Foreign 
Minister Ronald Dumas said 
late Tuesday that the govern- 
ment should encourage Alge- 
rian leaders to hold talks with 
the radicals to defuse the 
crisis. 

Jean -Francois Deuiau, a 
minister under former con- 
servative President Valery 
Gtscard d’Estaing. said that 
rather than focus on damping 
down on militants, France 
should maintain a “good dis- 
tance** from both foe Alge- 
rian government and the re- 
bels. 


He described tbe Algiers 
regime as “dictatorial" and 
“corrupt” and said it had 
“proved its i neff ecti venesss 
in finding a democratic solu- 
tion’’ to foe former French 
colony's political crisis. 

Algerian Islamic Fun- 
damentalists leaders mean- 
while have been playing 
down foe Islamic threat to 
France. 

Sheikb Abdulbaki 
Sahraoui, a founding mem- 
ber of FIS and honorary 
chairman of the Islamic 
movement’s leadership out- 
side Algeria, said late Tues- 
day that FIS and its armed 
wing did not want to “spread 
foe conflict to French terri- 
tory which has never been foe 
target of the Mujahedeen 
(freedom fighters)." 


King meets Christian leaders 


(Continued from page 1) 
harm from anyone. This is 
reality and this is our march 
in which we take -pride and 
which we strive to pursue and 
fulfil.” 

At foe outset of the meet- 
ing, Rox A1 Uzeizi delivered 
an address on behalf of foe 
audience pledging foe Christ- 
ian community's absolute 
support for foe Hashemite 
throne. 

Mr.. Uzeizi voiced the 
Christians* support for foe 
Hashemite family's en- 


deavours to safeguard foe 
holy places in Jerusalem and 
tbe King’s efforts to regain 
Arab rights in the Holy Oty. 

Attending the meeting 
were Chief of the Royal 
Court Sharif Zeid Ben Shak- 
er, the King's advisers. Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra’d 
Ben Zeid, His Royal High- 
ness Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad, the King’s milit- 
ary secretary, and Hu Royal 
Highness Prince Gbazi Ben 
Mohammad as well as Prince 
Hassan's advisor. 
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Kuwait opens banks to foreign participation 
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KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
opened banks and insurance 
firms to minority foreign 
ownership for the first time 
this week to try to boost 
competition in the lacklustre 
financial sector. 

Law number 51 of 1994 
sets a limit of 40 per cent on 
the amount foreigners can 
take in foe equity of a bank 
or insurance company and 
stipulates it must be an ex- 
ceptional case where a need 
grists to invest foreign capital 
or expertise. 

“This law opens foe way 
for tag foreign banks to par- 
ticipate in Kuwaiti banks,” 
reads an explanatory note to 

the law. 

' The law is part of a plan to 


help foe banking sector diver- 
sify. Once among foe most 
buoyant in foe Gulf, some 
Kuwaiti banks have suffered 
stagnant earnings due to debt 
problems and losses linked to 
Iraq’s 1990-91 occupation. 

Officials insist they see 
s pw of foreign interest m 
local banks but some bankers 
have questioned whether 40 
per cent is enough to attract 
foreign companies. No fore- 
ign entrant is expected to 
make an immediate purch- 
ase. 

The law, dated Aug. 1 and 
passed by parliament earlier 
this year, took effect upon 
pubHcatic - in foe govern- 
ment gazette. A copy was 


received by Reutera Wednes- 
day- 

The approval of the minis- 
try of trade and industry has 
to be obtained in foe case of 
insurance companies and that 
of foe central bank in foe case 
of banks. 

The note said banks were 

faawg hwr ewgd wmnrmifiniinl 

competition as a result of 
European Union moves to- 
wards economic integration. 

“It is therefore necessary 
that should have ex- 
ecutive staff of high qualifica- 
tions and experience and the 
bank should be technically 

able to compete,” the note 

said. 

Ttevekmmeats in world 
hawking snow it is In foe 


interests of «wall banks to 
accept the participation of 
bigger banks to make nse of 
their experience and capaci- 
ties,” it added. 

The central bank has 
advised some local hanks to 
consider a range of reform* 
indudmg mergers, foreign 
par t i c ip at io n or better man- 
agement practices. 

The government sets a 


is not believed to be in- 
terested in a foreign partner. 

About 43 per cent of local 
bank assets are made up of 
low-yielding government 
bonds issued in 1992 in ex- 
change for the banks’ port- 
folios of bad loans under a 
debt rescue programme. 

Instead of chasing busi- 
ness, many banks must de- 
vote resources to chasing re- 
payments from borrowers 


c pwaiMt hanks, a branch of a 
partly-Kuwaiti owned foreign 
hank and an fciMnic finance 
company — are too many for 
foe small 1.6 mjUioa popula- 
tion. 

The central bank ha s tack- 
led some of the shortcomings 
by enforcing international 
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has hamstrung foe financial 


panics in other sectors of the 
economy. 

The most attractive pros- 
pect, National Bank of 
Kuwait — voted the world’s 
best smaller bank by Enro- 
money magazine ths year — 


system since 1982. 

Economists say some are 
heavily o vers t aff ed and credit 
discipline has been lax. 

The central bank has said 
foe large number of banks — 
six commercial banks, two 


adequacy re quir ements and 
credit concentration stan- 
dards. 

The central bank says foe 
question of whether to allow 
foreign tanks to open bran- 
ches in Kuwait — seen by 
sane analysts as a more pradrnt 
mode of entry for foreigners 
— needed more time and a 
marked improvement in local 
bank pe rfo r m ance. 


Arab Gulf markets opening up to private capital 


DUBAI (R) — Arab Gulf 
states are developing then- 
financial markets and selling 
'off more shares in 

m m-nt^ iwnwl fiflPS tO 

allow a greater role for pri- 
vate investors, a leading eco- 
nomist said. 

In reports published 
Wednesday, National Com- 
mcreial Bank chief e c onomist 
Henry Azzam said Gulf 
- Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states could deepen their 
fimawiii markets further by 


npw iin g them up to interna- 

tional investors. 

“GCC share markets 
achieved tangible growth last 
year," Azzam sakfm re po rts 
published by the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) news- 
paper A1 Khalecj and the 
London-based Asfaarq A1 
AwsaL 


“Markets in the region be- 
from great mpetm 
given by Gulf governments 
which intend to grant the 
private sector a bagger role in 


the economy and started 
progr amm es to sell some 
panic sector « uwpani« to 
foe private sector,” Mr. 
Aazam said. 

He said international in- 
vestors could pfrry a greater 
totem regional stock markets 
once nece s s ary fain have 
been set. 

“For example, on how 
mu c h a group could own in 
any one company, such as in- 
Bahrain and Oman, and 
granting foreign in ve st or s a 


rote in funds, as in Kuwait,” 
he said. "This will strengthen 
demand for shares and en- 
courage capital inflow.” 

The market value of shares 
traded in the GGCs Saudi 
Arabia, Oman, Qatar, UAE, 
Bahrain and Kuwait stock 
m a rkets in 1993 was about 40 

per cent of the gross domestic 

product of the GCC, or $77 a 


Mr. Azzam said in 
Bahrain, the first GCC coun- 
try to issue go v e rnm ent de- 


velopment bonds, private 
co mpan ies have started to 
issue bonds. The ahmiiwiniii 
company Alba is due to issue 
a $50 million bond tins year. 

Bahrain last month de- 
rided to allow foreigners re- 
ading in the country to trade 
in shares on the local stock 
market and plans mutual 
share fisting with O mani 
companies in the first such 
step by two GCC states. 

Oman is to allow com- 
panies to set up investment 


funds with a limited foreign 
participation and Mr. Azzam 
said die gove rnm ent plans to 
sell more shares in industrial 
and services firms. 

Kuwait has launched a 
mutual fund winch allows 
foreigners to participate. 
Share trade in Saudi Arabia 
is limited to SimHjf 

UAE and Qatar, which 
both have unofficial bourses, 
plan to set np official floors 
and Mr. Azzam said Qatar is 
to start issuing treasury bills 
before the end of the year. 


Nigeria falls behind 
on debt servicing 


Danish I Seoul tells conglomerates: Grow 


LAGOS (R) — Nfilitary- 
raled Nigeria, lacking debt 
refief from foreign cred i tors 
and hit by pro-democracy 
protests and strikes, has fal- 
len behind in its debt repay- 
ments. 

. .“We are not np to date in 
bur debt repayments,” a 
senior official of die central 
bank told Reuters. 

*. The official gave no figures 
on the amount of the arrears 
6a the roughly $30 bOfion 
Nigeria owes mainly to Wcst- 
-Crn governments. 

• Finance Minister Kahi Mi- 
ka Kalu said in January 
Nigeria had embarked $1-8 
bjfflkni for debt servicing in 
; 1994, leaving about $7 bflKoo 
to be negotiated for resche- 
duling. 

‘ Nigeria’s debt servicing 
arrears stood at $4.54 bflfion 
at the end of 1993 and pro- 
jected service obligations in 
;1994 amount to $4.4 bflHon. 

■ Faced with reduced foreign 
exchange revenue, partly due 
to the effects of die re- 
introduction of economic 
controls, there is pressure on 
available bard currency, 

■ obtained mainly from crude 
oil earnings, say bankers. 
The situation has been com- 
pounded by an ofl workers’ 
strike, now in its sixth week, 
which industry sources say 
has cut crude oil output by at 
least 25 per cent 
The main striking oil union 
; Nupeng said Tuesday it was 


d rying op fog campaign to 
disrupt ofl production and 
export in a bid to force Niger- 
ia’s military rulers to cede 
power to detained politician 
Moshood Abiola. 

The impact on Nigeria’s 
ea rning* of die current level 
of losses in ofl production is 
not yet dear because the 
strike has helped push np 
world ofl prices to about $18 
per barrel, $4 Inkier than the 
price as sumed m die 1994 
calender budget. 

The seemmjgly intractable 
crisis that has gripped Nigeria 
since former mffitaiy presi- 
dent Ibrahim Babangida can- 
celled resota of foe June 1993 
vote that Mr. Abkria was set 
to win has damaged the eco- 
nomy and reduced its re- 
venue prospects. 

“The current political 
situation has really com- 
pounded our economic prob- 
lems,” the central bank offi- 
cial said. 

Nigeria’s Western creditors 
and trade partners, unhappy 
about the slow pace of demo- 
cratisation in die country and 
the government abandon- 
ment of IMF economic re- 
forms, are unlikely to be sym- 
pathetic to any request for 
debt relief on new funds. 

“We cannot start discus- 
sing with the Paris dob be- 
cause we do not have an IMF 
dean bill of health.” foe cen- 
tra] bank official said. 


economy 
set for 
expansion 

PARIS (AFP) — The Danish 
economy is set for exxxmsion. 


though high st r u c tur al unem- 
ployment continues, the 
OECD said Thursday in its 
annual report on Denmark. 

The Paris-based Organisa- 
tion for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development said 
that “In sum, having etimm- 
ated most of the imbalances 
built up in the 1980s, the 
Danish econom y seems set 
for a period of ex pansi on, 
based on monetary and ex- 
change rate stability, relative- 
ly sound public finances aad a 
favourable business efimate.” 

But it added that “the least 
satisfactory feature (of die 
economy) is the high rate of 
structural unemployment, 
which may not be reduced 
significantly under current 
policies.” 

It warned that the main 
danger is that, in adopting 
new policies to meet the un- 
employment challenge, “me- 
asures may be taken that 
compromise the basis for 
steady long run growth, the 
most immediate risk being a 
return to a “stop-go" cycle.” 

The OECD report noted 
that weak domestic demand 
“gave way to a robust expan- 
sion during 1993.” 


SEOUL (AFP) — Sooth 
Korea tins week told die 
country’s powerful con- 
glomerates they could keep 
on expanding, bat only if 
they were financially solid 
and relaxed their lurid on 
company equity. 

The ruling was expected to 
immediately ease the govern- 
ment's controversial grip cm 
at least six of the countr y ’ s 
largest companies considered 
to have properly distributed 
ownerships, analysts said 
Wednesday. 

The new policy by die fi- 
nance ministry will give dear 
support to companies whose 
financial structures are consi- 
dered solid and which 
allowed die public a greater 
share in tneir companies* 
equity. 

Under an amendment to 
die Antimonopoly and Fair 
Ttade Act announced Mon- 
day, business groups affili- 
ated to the top 30 conglomer- 
ates were tirid to lower hold- 
ings in outride companies 
from the current 40 per cent 
of net assets to 25 per cent 

“The revision is meant to 
strengthen competitiveness 
among domestic companies 
prior to proposed fall open- 
ness of our market,” Khn 
Woo-Joong, an official at the 
Fair Trade Commission, a 
state-run watchdog body, 
said Wednesday. 

Bat be added: “The new 


policy is drawing criticism 
from domestic companies, 
winch regard it as tightened 
res trictions.” 

Those groups meeting the 
proposed gover nm ent cmeria 
will be eligible for exemption 
from dm 25 per cent ceiling 
rating. 

The m i nkfi y said that m 
consideration of the current 
business structures, six of the - 
547 subsidiaries affiliated 
wifo 30 conglomerates were 
tikdy to be five from the new 
restrictions on owners’ hold- 
ing limits. 

They are Daewoo Heavy 
Industries Ltd., Daewoo 
Electronics Co., Daewoo 
Telecom Ltd., Lncky- 
Goldstar International 
Corp., Kmnbo Construction 
Co. and Haitai Electronics 
Co. 

Some 128 subsidiaries of 
the top 30 conglomerates bad 
invested more than 25 per 
cent of their net wrath in 
other co mpanie s as of April 
1, which would mean divest- 
ing to the public their com- 
bined excess investment, 
valued at 2.6 trifikm won 
($3.2 bfflioa). 

These companies would be 
given a three-year grace 
period to dispose of then- 
excess equities, m inist r y offi- 
cials said. 

Economic analysts express- 
ed doubts over the effective- 
ness of the amendment. 


dawning the restrictions on 
inv e stm e nt in outside com- 
panies would threaten com- 
panies seeking to ensure fu- 
ture survival by investing in 
outride firms. 

The grace period umfonuly 
given for the equity sefi-am 
would cost heavily, they said. 

“The revision was designed 
to accelerate competitiveness 
in business, but it may bring 
an adverse effect,” said Lee 
Yong-Hwan, an executive 
manager at foe Federation of 
Korea Industries, a business 
lobbying group. 


RJ , PIA 
sign agreement 

Pursuant to the previous 
meetings held between 
I Royal Jordanian and Pakis- 
tan International Airlines 
(PIA) which aim at enhanc- 
ing and strengthening va- 
rious aspects of coopera- 
tion and coordination in 
various fields between the 
two ahfines, an agreement 
has been rimed on Sunday, 
Aug. 7, 1994, between RJ 
and PIA for the purchase 
of PIA automation system 
(Cossap III) by Royal^ 
Jordanian for their imple-' 
mentation in domestic and 
out station. 


Peanuts 

SNOOP*! SWIMMING. 
LE550N5 POWN IN THE 
LAKE RIGHT AWAV ‘ 

JTffg 

f ill ji '/'/£■ 


1 / /ft 


Andy Capp 


”*"■ (MORE PRACTICE? WILLVOU 
( NEVER BE GOOD ENOUGH ? 


Aren't too going 
l TO UNPACK? V 










/ OP COURSE, I’ 
[ WlLL-fPS LIKE . 
> BEING- A -rC 
(GOOD WIFE J 
>-ms EASY < 
/fPNOJ WOfZJC) 
>- HARD < 
[Enough at it ] 



“I’m the Marriage Fairy! I’ll grant 
you three wishes if you turn off 
that darn TV for one evening!” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by Henri AmoM end WtaArgirton 

Wei be landing In 

a few minutes f 

^ V v — 


OP 


Mutt-n’Mff 

friUREXBO/'^Tj |-y,j 

them in MY r AT 


x DON'T S==M BOV? DO you 
. TO NAVE ANY HAVE CHANGE 
S CHANGE.' f OF A DOLLAR.? 


/• i LJ'L' 




1 ARE you KIDDING?'! 
kl THESE DAys A H 
dollar is change J 






kOS O IW ««£ *■ « "MHO* 

H-f- n«T- CCVTO*« PESSS SOT- Cf.»C 


SAYES 


CITHY 


FlAYPER 


DILEEY 


firirif answ&r hen: 


„ _ , t Jumbles: MERCY ARDOR FERVOR NEARBY 

Yesterday s 

Answer What the boarder wtmthe long reach 
became — BROADER 


WHAT T>E 

IW/&Z5 CALLS? THE 
FLIGHT LTOTE, 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 



Japan urged to le&m from , 

Hong Kong in dealing with 

industrial change 

prated by Jajjanrae govern- 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan neat aid. ■; . 

should learn from Hong “The plan prefect 
Kong in with indust- agreement with the.spint of 

rial changes, rather than foj- positive industrial adjustment 
low the protectionist pafo of and should be extended to 
the United States and other industries andofoer de- 

Europe, according to the veloping countries in tbe fa. 
Nomura Research Institute. tore,” Mr* Kwan said. . 

Kwan Chi-Hang, a senior But at the same fane, foe 
manager at the affiliate of ministry isconsidenng plans 
Nomura Securities Co. Ltd., to impose restrict ions on un- 
said the British colony’s re- po^s of textiles from Asia, 
cent' experience in relocating dting “market disruption" in 
most ra its indntrial base to japan caipe by the rapid 
r |ftna was an “instinctive ex- growth in imports, especially 
ample” to Japanese industry, from China. 

“Despite a sharp reduction The United States and 

of employment in the Hong Europe imposed simila r trade 

Kong manufacturing sector, barrie rs in tfa e fu»m of tariffe 
the territory’s unemployment an d quantitative restrictions on 
rate has remained at about Japanee products after Japan 
two per cent as new jobs at up with the West in 

..higher pay hare been created ^ 1960s. 
in foe service sector,” he The same measures were 
$piH later applied to Asia’s newly- 

“The economic boom in jnfasstriatised economies and 
southern China also supports otfaer developing countries in 
Hong Kong on the demand ^ region. 


but with more public ownership g? 


“The economic boom in 
southern China also supports 
Hong Kong on the demand 
sid e by absorbing some of the 
territory’s goods mid ser- 
vices,” Mr. Kwan said m the 
August edition of “Nomura 
Asian -Pe r spect i ves.” 

Hong Kong’s experience 
thus provides a lesson to 
Japan, currently obsessed 
with the “hollowing out” of 
its industrial base by the 
strong yen. 

“Japan should pay more 

attention to the service sector 
»md strengthen its links to the 
fat-growing economies of 
Asia,” Mr. Kwan said, 
echoing the assessment of the 
gove rnmen t’s annual white 
paper on the ec on o m y re- 
leased recently. 

But the economist, himself 
originally from Hong Kong, 
said Japan seemed to be 
“ w av eri ng” between positive 
industrial adjustment and 
protect i o n ism. 

Japan’s international trade 
and industry ministry is, for 
example, reportedly planning 
to help Japanese petroche- 
mical makers to transfer ex- 
cess production capacity to 
China in a pro gra m m e sup- 


“It is truly regrettable and 
ironic that Japan, which has 
firmly opposed such mea- 
sures, is going to ■flop* ■ * 
fimiinr policy towards de- 
veloping countries now that 
the country’s position has 
been reversed,” Mr. Kwap 
said. 

“Japan should abandk/n the 
mercantilist view that pro- 
duction and exports are good 
w hite consumption ana ex- 
ports are bad. Instead. Tokyo 
should adopt potas; that 
promote an internatioital di- 
vision of labour according to 
comparative advantage,” he 
■pointed out. 

“By relocating declining 
industries abroad and liber- 
alising imports, Japanese 
producers and consumers 
should realise gains in real 
income by lowering the na- 
tion’s cost of production and 
imports. “More important, 
the resulting growing 
prosperity among Asian 
countries wifi promote stabil- 
ity in the Asia-Pacific region 
and thus Japan’s national 
security,” he said. 


Abu Shakra launches 
new perfume for men 


Director General of Abu 
Shakra Trading Agency 
Rami Abu Shakra Tuesday 
introduced a new pe rf u me 
for men, at a special con- 
ference held fra this pur- 
pose. Mr. Abu Shakra said 
the new perfume 
“JOINT”, from Roco 
Parocco, combines features 
which makes it a unique 
perfume for men. JOINT is 
a new perfume combining 


imagination, passion and 
attention. Its nice smell 
takes use back to a long 
time ago when perfume 
was not a mere brand 
name, but also a dream, an 
idea and a mess age , Mr. 

Abu Shakra said. The new 
perfume will be on sale to 
foe public at Abu Shakra 
stores, perfume selling out- 
lets and pharmacies. 


PREMIUM 

EXPERIENCE 

^ DAJANl’S 

Gems. Gold. Jewelry. 

Horoscope not received 

THE Daily Crossword toy James (Wrick j 


Across. 

? Ado liquor to 
6 Reed oi a loom 
10 Hooded cloak 
H Theme «i art 
>5 Orphanage 

16 Pavarotti 
specialty 

17 Sign on a 
storefront 

20 Muffin 

21 Farm animals 

22 Oread 

23 Like some 
coiled 

2d Aureole 
26 Pub game 
28 ' Catcher In the 
Rye" author 

32 Fra 

33 Toot 

34 Quote collection 

35 Surveillance 
system 

39 ScuS 

40 Like ctaiwieys 

di innermost pan 
42 Trachea 
44 Renown 

46 Have tights to 

47 San - 

48 "And so — ' 
(Papysl 

51 Haughty pose 

52 Steeping place 
55 Simple matter in 

taw 

59 Bath powder, 
briefly 

60 Jot 

6t Kind of eclipse 

62 Persian tide 

63 Urge 

64 Pine 

DOWN 

1 VISA idly spoiler 

2 Former cardinal 

3 Particular 

4 Relations 

5 Bong about 

6 Tear 

7 Throws m a 
curve 

B Big bird 
9 Word Of 
assent 



1 S»*e#i me 

AiA^pm flmnsa 


10 Deep valley, of a 
kind 

1 1 Utah city 

>2 Bit of smoke 
13 Beat 

18 is indebted to 

19 — of (replacing) 

23 Annoys 
£4 Torment 

25 Fish sauce 

26 — Lama 

27 Oak nut 
28 IH will 

29 Croc a cousin 

30 Contestant 

31 Talk with 
enthusiasm 

32 Flatboat 

33 Extent 

36 Swordfish 

37 -—yourself 

38 Heiigwus image 4fl Toddlers 

43 Soak 49 annum fisti 

44 Spiritual jo Musical Bano* 

guide 5i aqoui 

45inihaend 52 Scene oi a 

47 mirade 


Yesterday's Puzzle Sohmd: 


nncin nnnrc nrarnnn 
□nnm onnn onnoD 
nmnin RnnmnnnRnn 
nnnn nnn □nnnnn 
HnnRn amnion 
mnnm nnn onng 
nnn nannn nr.nnn 
QamHncjmnnnnnDmG 
niDBan mnnnn man 
msaa nnn onna 
□□□□B □□morn 
asnmoa nno anog 
nnmnmnmnmn nnmp 
nmmna nmna nans 
nraeias nmoo nnnn 


53 Glactaf ndge* 

54 Three «wW'9 
lottery nufflWf* 

56 Bite 

57 “Le Coq — ” 

58 Signal 




JGUst 
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Marltets io c °-«p« r *t»ii wtm 

- Cairo Amman Bank 

US. p«Bar in ImMnitioui Mirlms 


Nickel prices slump as Siberian exports flood market 



Stcrltnp fraud 


Deobdiv Mirk 


3wm Franc 


French Fninc 


Japanese Yea 


IV) r*r sri. 

»*np-M liprnnc « BAA .A I r 

EnmCBmacy Inuru, Kate 


Curnw] 


Sterling Pound 


DcHls.br Mark 


Hew Yank 
CtfK 

,Wr 9/8/94 

c 

IW, 

ok uo 
Com 

311/1/94 

1.5390 

■ESN 

l-SSJS 

1.5791 

I 1.3340 

1.3310 

j 5-4790 

5.40S5** 

1 107.30 

ttl.I* 

1 i.mo 

l.209S u * 


LONDON (R) — Nickel 
prices fell sbarply on 
Wednesday as metal stock- 


piled at a Siberian mine in the 
Arctic Circle during die win- 
ter started to pour into the 


French Franc 


Japanese Vro 


3 MTH.S, 

6 MTHS. 

12 MTHS 

4.61 ' 

5. 1 

5.4? 

5.JJ 

5.6S 

6.37 

4.75 

4.75 

4.93 

4.06 

4. IS 


5.31 

5.50 

5. 47 

Z.3Z 

e.ie 

2.43 

5. SI 

i 6-0J 

f.3I 
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irecsrss au, cam m<ku - wasiaMi 
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m ww: bake 


'nvjo raev. opoiih: cuim 
vduhe czas:ic nuez mat 
» »n;ce 


world market. 

On the London Metal Ex- 
change (LME) prices 
touched a three-month low of 
$5,760 a tonne, down S110 
from Tuesday. 

“Short-term fundamentals 
for nickel have turned from 
mildly positive to mildly 
bearish in the summer quar- 


ter ... stocks were expected 
to rise during this period," 
said metal researcher Angus 
Macmillan of LME broken; 
Biflion-Entbcven . 

Nickel, whose nude use is 
in stainless steel, has lost 16 
per cent of its value since the 
end of May but is soli well 
above the lows reached late 


last year. 

Traders said Wednesday's 
drop, in a market already 
worried by the increased 
shipments from Russia, was 
sparked by news that stocks 
had risen in LME-registercd 
warehouses. 

Mr. Macmillan said if 
prices failed to bold around 
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Shareholders of bdeagnered Russian company MMM sisrehokiers sphered outstde the! ' 
MMM embark oa an eariy morning protest in office of the ccmpauy 'i %otc in support of \ \ 
Red Square Wednesday demanding ‘freedom organise;; their own part}' in a struggle fur > | 
for Sergey Mavrody’ (banner on left) who is their rig’iis. I b* e»eats surrounding the i 
incarcerated In the prison of the tax office in MMM crisis are developing more and ; 

Moscow. Below, with a show of raised hands, more imo politics] issues (AFP photo) [ 
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Oalari Ki>a! 


Efy ptun Pound 


Omani Ri>il 


I' VE Dirham 


lirwk Drvtlima 


Oprioi Pound 


LONDON EXCHANGE KATES 

LONDON (R) — Following axe the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at mklsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 


-<» 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 


1.3725/35 

1.5782/92 

1.7730/40 

1.3285/95 

32^1/55 

5.4092/42 

1583.8/53 

10132/32 

7.7834/34 

6.9038/88 

6.2230/80 

513375/85 


Canadian dollar 
Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


* ; >* 

\ f * 


j/ 


tv ’*• 


One ounce of gold $378.60079.00 



T*SS ?*7 

=^VILLA^= 

D'ANGELO 



AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel (>38212 
Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments’ furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For friore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate ( 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 




0£m%& 

Cafe 1 

Hamburgers+Pizzas 

EUTECAFE' 



TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightty 
From fl.OO P.M 
Except Tuesday closed 
Monday: Drinks A B NlghLLong 






0 ?iettc& (Zateate 

Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week 

Enjoy <'*ur Selection oi' 

SEA FOOD 


T S | 4 fa* 4 ;j»h4 

Shmetsani-Near Babiche 

Amman - Jordan 



La Vita Lounge 
12:00 pm - v - Late 


SZECHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
typical Chinese Foods 
SHIM Chinese Chefs 


OpcatUO-J36A6£>-MMght 


Take away h available 

Shat AMrab Strata 
Urn Uftatoafi Commensal Centra 

TeL: 8 C 1174 
lactlubd Always Lctxd 



"The Classiest Of ’ 
The Classiest! L 


Deluxe Vies and Aosrtosnfs 
in Amman . 

For further details please call 
sanabel real estate 
TEL : 864230 FAX 864231 



IJAirOTCL 

|U2«|I|I= 


Amman - Tel. 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 603434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriate* end 
Businessmen 


/ CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca SireeL Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongoUaQ Barbtque for 
- Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3-30 p.m 

6t30 - Mkhught 

V Air Contitioned Hall > 



To Suit All 
Budgets 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jaba! Amman, neat 
Ahhyyah Girts School 

TUoiWiybwii«M> 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 • 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnigfit 

TeL $39998 




SELECT HOTEL 


@ Superior Hold Services for 
Busificssnien & Families & ils 


1 NeGrEsGo BaR 


@ Good Diinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 




Kurdi Stores 


T Suwaifiah Tel. 8271052' 


JordanPrope rty 
Consultants 
r ^Tel^B29882 . ; 
Fade. 829883 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service" 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
d» 30% largmr 

* From mnlargo- 

moot 20 x 30 cm 

Shmefcani - Opp. Griodlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefxeh tel: 823891 


_J 



' Jw 

■ej 

r 


ie&sfe . 

folHfcbitprrotl 

V.V. Cool I t’ 


Ime Out Bar \$ 


$ M A RJZ 

Internah'cnc! Cuisine 

Summer Gorcsn 
— Lunches 
Dinners 
Drinks 
Snccfcs 


bTEtEPId|^JE^a 


Open 

Noon la Hi i 2 rvg w .i 
Seven OcvssWcrt 



Household 
Appliances For 
• Every Home 

Vacuum Cleaners. Washing 
Machines, Refrigerators. Fraser*. 
Dishwashers, Water Purifiers ... 
a choice of 

Duty Paid /Duty Free 

Phone 60467} 

83 Electrolux 




S5.800, thev could foil as low 
as S25.000- 

LME warehouse stocks 
now stand at 135.660 tonnes, 
near record highs. Three 
years ago there was jus; 2.500 
tonnes in store. 

Traders said exports would 
increase ever rite nex: few 
months from Russia’s huge 
Norils mine, one of the most 
northerly in the work! h» an 
isolated area with a popula- 
tion of some 300.000. 

Before the break-up of the 
Soviet Union, nuclear- 
powered ice-breakers would 
dear a path through the Arc- 
tic ice to ensure a steady 
supply even during winter. 
Now, the e.’cponets prefer to 
save their transport costs and 
hold on to the metal until the 
winter is over. Hooding as 
the ice melts around the port 
of Dudinka means another 
couple of months until late 
July before nickel can start 
moving overseas marked. 

“Russian production and 
export levels lo the west are a 
major uncertainly in the nick- 
el market." said David Wil- 
liamfor. of mining analysts 
David Will: umsort A sscca - 
iie*. 

“It is e initiated that ex- 
ports from tHs source arc 
s.tpected to rite to 7C.PWJ 
ionnes in die second halt’ of 
•?44, against -nMiiX) tonnes in 
the fttti half.” Mr. Wilibra- 
son added. 





firm to set 
up major 
computer 
plant 


DUBAI, United Arab Emi- 
rates tAFPj — ■ A computer 
giant is planning to set up'lhs 
first Japanese manufactiitiag 
unit in the United Arab Ect»- 
nites (UAE), officials said 
Wednesday. 

System Ai Co. Ltd. had 
originally planned to base the 
computer and ocmmunica- 
tion systems project in Hoag 
Kong but shifted to the 
Dubai Jebe! Ali free abac 
after talks with UAE officials 
in Tokyo and a visit to the 
zone, the Dubai Commerce 
and Tourism Promotion 
3oard (DCTEB) said. 

"The new plant will be the 
first ever Japanese manufas- 
i turing opera tion in the 
20 ne," DCTP3 chief execu- 
tive Khalid Bin Sytaycm said 
in a statement. 

■'This is an important 
milestone in Dubai's de- 
velopment as a manufactur- 
ing base for high technology 
companies. We arc particu- 
larly pleased because System 
AI had originally planned to 
j set up their plan; in Hong 
Kong." 

The plant, to be called SAI 
Gulf FEE. will initially pro- 
duce computer systems and 
software to establish a strong 
marketing base in the Middle 
East. System AI president 
J unichi Ishikawa said. It will 
later manufacture computers 
and communication systems, 
he added. 

There were no initial avail- 
able figures for investment 
costs and estimated output. 

Several other Japanese 
firms are already established 
in the free zone having set up 
mainly distribution and 
marketing centers. They in- 
clude Nissan. Nlurata 
Machinery, Honda. Yamaha, 
Aiwa, Sony. Casio and 
Tokai. 

Jebei Ali. established in 
19S5. is the biggest free zone 
in hte region, with more titan 
450 companies and invest- 
ments reaching $1 billion. 

According to a .dudy by the 
Dubiii-l*.iscd Gulf Business 
Machines company, the com- 
puter market in the region is 
growing by as much as 10 per 
rent annually. I; estimated 
computer and software sales 
at more tbn S3 billion a year. 


i Lebanon expects eo 
produce 
tonnes of sugar 

BEIRUT ilij — Lebanon 
cvpeci: io pu'diicc about 
■ IS.OOb Sonnes of white sugar 
in fW. .in enici.il of ihe 
director) ot cereals and sugar 
beet said 

"Initial ^.linuitcs -how the 
sugar nee; crop will he the 
same a> last year's" the effi- 
cial said All of last ycarS 
sugar heel cn;»p u;it proces- 
sed locally into lSARV tonnes 
of sugar. 

Tile official said the direc- 
tory would buy the whole 
crop in September from - far- 
mers and process it into susar 
— at a cost of about 2~ billion 
iir.is (Sib mtJhoal. 

Beiiiis import-, the re.si of 
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WORLD BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Dream Team rips Australia 


TORONTO ( A ? p ) — 
Dream Team H added iusuits 
•o embarrassment on the way 
tc their most Lopsided victory 
yet at rhe World Basketball 
Championships. 

Reggie Miller scored 31 
points and the U.S. team of 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion (NBA) stars rolled over 
Australia 130-74 in a quarter- 
final-round robin game here 
Tuesday. 

"I. found myself embarras- 
sed by the score,'’ Australian 
coach Barry Barnes said. 
“WSen you lose by that 
much, you should be embar- 
rassed . But team will bounce 
back 3nd come oat the better 

for ft." 

Taunts and comments by 
U.S.' players during the blow- 
out surprised the Australians. 

’‘They certainly had a lot to 
say,” said Andrew Baze, who 
had 23 points in to remain the 
■o urn ament’s top scorer. 
’‘Seme of it was quite humor- 
ous. Some I wouldn't want to 
repeat. Everyone had some- 
'Jrng to say.” 

“We were taken a little off 
sTjanJ at the way they were 
treating us. I think for them 
:LV normal. We’re from a 
d’.T^rent culture. But it 
j-reawd like a lot.” Baze said. 


ivlilleT, known for taunting, 
said players were only en- 
joying themselves after dunks 
or long shots. The U.S. team 
made 14 of 22 3-point 
attempts. 

“I would prefer not to have 
my team trash talk." U.S. 
coach Don Nelson said, “if 
we did, we will talk about it” 
In the other quarterfinal 
match Tuesday, Sergei 
Dazarevich scored 27 points 
and Russia remained un- 
beaten here by downing 
Puerto Rico 101-85. 

"Russia had the talent to 
compete with the U.S. 
team," Puerto Richo coach 
Carlos Morales said. 

Australia stayed within 
range for 14 minutes, but 
superior depth and talent 
kept the U.S. team perfect in 
eight world-level meetings 
with Australia. 

Miller and Mark Price each 
made 5-of-6 3-point shots. 
Price finished with 17 points 
and Miller recalled his hot 
fourth quarter in the NBA 


playoffs after being taunted 
by New York fan Spike Lee. 

“I had a bit of a Spike Lee 
flashback," Miller said. 

Australia pulled ahead 17- 
10 on Shane Heal’s 3-point 
shot 4:14 into the game. But 


the U.S. team dominated 
once rested reserves entered. 
Shawn Kemp and Kevin 
Johnson sparked a 14-3 run 
late in the first half on the 
way to a 62-48 half-time 
bulge. Australia came no 
closer than 15 after that. 

Puerto Rico bad beaten the 
host Russians on the way to 
the Goodwill Gaines tide ear- 
lier this month, so revenge 
was on Russian minds here. 

“We’re happy to retaliate 
for the absolutely horrible 
game we lost to them at the 
Goodwill Games," 
Bazarevich said. 

Bazarevich scored eight 
points in a 20-7 Russian run 
that broke open a tight game 
in the final minutes. Russia 
took their largest lead at 95- 
79 on a Bazarevich jumper 
with 3:26 to play and Puerto 
Rico came no closer than 11 
after that. 

Tm completely satisfied, 
but Tm completely dissatis- 
fied with our defence,” Rus- 
sian coach Sergei Belov said. 
"There were a lot of mis- 
takes, especially in position- 
ing under the rim for re- 
bounds.” 

The victory puts Russia in 
a strong position to reach the 
semi-final, while dimming 



Spain’s Ferran Martinez (centre) drives between Egypt’s 
PinaJnAfti Mahmo ud (left) and Sharif A1 Sanadefl durissg 
thrfr qaaBfiothm game Tuesday at the World Badcetinl 
Championships (AFP photo) 


Puerto Rico’s hopes. 

"It was a must- .win game 
for us to advance," said 
Sergei Babkov, who scored 
20 points. “We showed our 


strength in the second half. 
We remembered the loss 
from before. That’s -why we 
had a special attitude. 

Jose Oritz led Puerto Rico 
with 20 points. 
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pants to fight Foreman 


Tough baptism for UEFA 
Cup’s new nations 
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PRIOR LAKE, Minn. (AP) 
— Looking forward to his 
third 1 — and. he promises, his 
last-: — retirement, Larry 
Holmes plans to enjoy some 
o>' life's simple pleasures. 

And, when he has the 
iirte: he plans to give box- 
ing’s- powers-that-be some 
most unpleasurable mo- 
ments. 

After winning a unanimous 
I ((-round decision over Jesse 
Ferguson Tuesday night, the 
s-4-ydar-old former world 
champion said 
he would like to fight fellow 
old-timer George Foreman 
before retiring for good at the 
end of the year. 

And then? 

“I would fish, learn how to 
tewnd bar and teach fighters 
how to fight," said Holmes, 
whose 61-4 record includes a 
13- £ mark since he came out 
of retirement a second time 
in 1991. “And I would cause 
problems to the fighting 
panic to make the sport more 
Isritirrate.” 

Holmes, the champion 
from 1978-85, claims he 
hasn't gotten a title shot since 
he lost to Mike Tyson in 1988 
because promoters don’t like 
him- He has no use for the 
clchcbet sour boxing di vi- 
rions — WBA. rBF. WBC 
i.r.1 WBO. 

"Sometimes there's no 
ruci: thirg a.- feimess. It’s all 
you knew.” he said, 
frying f»*a; maybe he'll just 
.er.v. his own boxing orga- 
::is3fron: “I would call it 

Ferguson might sign on if 
he thinks it will give him 
some justice. 

He and his managers. Seth 
Brauns rein and Greg Cohen, 
r greed with the capacity 
creuvd of 2.574 at Mystic 
Casino who thought he 
l\.d won the fight and booed 
when the ? 7 -94, 96-94. 99-92 
decision was announced. 

■•We've constantly had to 
rui :«r losses to someone who 
might be in the better graces 
*.-f beving’s hierarchy,” 
Cc/wc sail?. 


Added Braunstei: “Jesse 
has to work hard for his 
crumbs. To hear a score 99- 
92... that was a embarrass- 
ment to boxing. Give me a 
break.” 

After the decision was 
announced, Ferguson shook 
his head in disbelief. He then 
stood on the ropes and raised 
his arms. 

Ferguson, 37, best known 
for beating Ray Mercer in 
1993 after Mercer supposedly 
asked him to take a (five, fell 

to 20-13. 

Ferguson threw most of the 
fight’s hard shots but Holmes 
was more active, scoring with, 
dozens of left jabs — the 
punch that fuelled his seven- 
year championship run. 

“He showed one good 
punch every other round,” 
said Holmes, who was stag- 
gered by an overhead right in 
tiie second round but other- 
wise seemed unfazed by Fer- 
guson’s attack. “Landing one 
punch every other round 
doesn’t win a fight It doesn’t 
even win a round. Jesse 
might have thrown 10, 15 
punches a round and you just 
can’t win like that I averaged 
35, 40.” 

Holmes, who felt he got 
shortchanged in title-fight 
losses to Michael Spinks in 
1985 and 1986, empathized 
with Ferguson. 

’The game is not always 
fair,’ he said. “I was the 
champion of the world for 7 
years. Jesse has never been a 
champion. It's called boxing 
politics and it's going to hap- 
pen. But I won the fight.” 

. And he feels he can win 
one more. 

"It would be historic, 
George Foreman and me. 
But George is afraid. Unless 
he can whup someoine’s butt, 
he doesn’t want to fight," 
Holmes said. 

"We don’t have too much 
in this game left. I realise 
that. If I fight again, great. If 
I don't, so be it. I don’t need 
boxing. I’ve already made my 
place in history." 


LONDON (R) — Europe's 
new nations struggled to put 
themselves on the soccer map 
when they made an inauspi- 
cious debut in a greatly- 
expanded UEFA Cup late 
Tuesday. 

While debutants from 
Armenia and Azerbaijan 
were given a roasting wel- 
come to top-class soccer, for- 
mer European trophy win- 
ners Aberdeen were being 
held to an embarrassing 0-0 
draw, in Latvia. 

ScotiandV Aberdeen, for- 
mer Cup Winners’ Cup hol- 
ders, drew 0-0 with Skonto 
Riga in the biggest upset ot 
the first leg of the UEFA Cup 


iSth minute. Their Danish 
striker Nielsen Converted a 
free-kick in the 81st. 

With UEFA expanding the 
tournament from 64 to 91 
teams following the break-up 
of the Soviet Union and 
Yugoslavia, and the reduc- 
tion in size of the European 
Cup, die glut of UEFA 'Cup 
entries demanded an en- 
larged pre liminar y round. 

Scotland's other 
preliminary-round repre- 
sentatives, Motherwell, made 
a predictably winning start 
with a 34) victory oyer Ha-'- 
nar Ecltfelag of the Farce 
Islands, although the win was 


preliminary joupd gs-ibe Euro- ^ pot achieved with Jhe style, 
pean ctebs.eofopetitions be- abd*geh]-feast the fans had 


gan an unusually early start 
to the season. 

Armenians Ararat Erevan 
lost 34) at CSKA Sofia in 
Bulgaria while Turkey’s 
Fenerbahce thrashed Touran 
of Azerbaijan 5-0 in their 
first-leg tie in Istanbul, 
although .two; of the goals 
came in the last minutes. 

Aykut Kocaman scored 
twice, in the 44th and 66th 
minutes, after Bulent Uygun 
opened the scoring in the 


expected. 

The biggest win of the 
night came in Poland where 
Gornik Zabrze thrashed Ire- 
land’s Shamrock Rovers 7-0. 

But the biggest scoreline 
was a 6-2 away win by Rapid 
Bucharest against Malta's 
Valletta. 

Romanian international 
striker -loan' Vladoiu missed 
the chance of completing a 
hat-trick when he failed to 
convert a last-minute penalty- 


in that tie. 

Vladoiu, who had just four 
minutes of action at the 
World Cop in America, net- 
ted in the 14th and 46th 
minutes on a sweltering night 
on the Mediterranean island. 

The Maltese pulled the 
match back to 2-3 midway 
through the second half but 
were then buried by three 
goals in the final 16 minutes. 

Slovan Bratislava of Slova- 
kia, another former Cap 
Winners' Cup holder under 
the old national borders of 
Czechoslovakia, won .2-0 
against Fortadown in North- 
ern Ireland. 

Former Welsh and Arsenal 
goalkeeper George.-- Wood 
made a return tO EifrOptatf 
football at the age of 41 but 
could not sav ® Welsh side 
Inter Cardiff from a 2-0 de- 
feat at home by GKS Kato- 
wice of Poland. 

.Another former Welsh in- 
ternational, Mickey Thomas, 
was also in the side two 
months after being released 
from a prison sentence for 
passing forged bank notes. 
He was one of five players 
making their debut for the 
club. 


Turkish fugitive soccer star 
detained in Skopje 


ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 
Turkish soccer star Tanju 
Colak was detained in Mace- 
donia and could be extradited 
to Turkey to face sentencing 
for an auto smuggling convic- 
tion, a Turkish newspaper 
reported Wednesday. 

Colak, the leading scorer 
in European soccer in the 
1987-88 season, fled the 
country shortly before Tur- 
key issued an arrest warrant 
for him. He was arrested 
Tuesday at a friend's house in 
Macedonia, a newspaper re- 
ported. 

The Istanbul daily Milliyet 
reported from the Macedo- 
nian capital Skopje that Col- 
ak was questioned by a judge 
who ordered him jailed until 


Turkey relayed the necessaiy 
documents for his extradi- 
tion. 

Milliyet published hand- 
cuffed pictures of Colak 
being escorted by police. 

Upon returning to Turkey, 
Colak faces 22 months in 
prison and a fine of 772 mil- 
lion liras ($24,500). He was 
found guilty last year of kno- 
wingly buying a smuggled 
car. An appeals court upheld 
the conviction last month. 

Colak previously said he 
had left Turkey to train with 
a local team in Macedonia 
before flying to St. Peters- 
burg for a game against Rus- 
sia Aug. 7. But Russia later 
cancelled Colak’s invitation. 

Colak gave .contradictory 


statements about whether he 
intended to return home or 
not. He said he should be 
pardoned just as the Argen- 
tine government pardoned 
soccer superstar Diego Mara- 
dona for drug offences. 

The conviction effectively 
ends Colak’s career, because 
Turkish sports regulations 
forbid anyone sentenced for 
certain crimes, including 
smuggling, from playing pro- 
fessionally again. 

Colak starred for the Istan- 
bul team Galatasaray in the 
late 1980s and for Fener- 
bache in the early 1990s. His 
career later went into decline 
and he was transferred to 
Istanbuispor in the second 
division. 


Braun wins heptathlon at 


* 



HELSINKI, Finland (AP) — 
Sabine Braun of Germany 
came from behind to win her 
second consecutive European 
championship heptathlon 
Tuesday, while host Finland 
gained its first title. 

Sari Essayah of Finland 
won the women’s 10- 
kflometre walk in a European 
championship record of 42 
minutes, 37 seconds. She was 
the world champion last year ; 

Italian Annarita Sidoti 
edged Russian Yelena Niko- 
layeva for the silver medal, 
both finishing six seconds be- 
hind the winner. 

In the heptathlon, Braun 
trailed Russian Svetlana 
Moskalets by 42 points, en- 
tering the javelin throw, the 
sixth of the seven events. 

Braun took advantage of a 
poor throw by Moskalets to 
gain the lead, scoring more 
than 200 pants better than 
the Russian in the javelin. 
Moskalets dropped to fifth 
entering the final event, the 
800 metres. 

Braun held her advantage 
and; won the heptathlon with 


6,419 points, just 15 points 
ahead of Rita Inoncsi of Hun- 
gary. Ursula Wbdsrozyk of 
Poland took third with 6,322 
points. 

Moskalets, despite 
finishing the 800 metres* four 
seconds fester than Braun, 
stayed in fifth place, ending 
with 6,308 points, just three 
points behind the fonrtb- 
place finisher Larisa Tur- 
chinskaya of Russia with 
6,311 points. 

Braun won the European 
title in 1991 and took the 
world crown the following 
year when world recordhol- 
der Jackie Joyner-Kersee of 
the United States had to drop 
out with an injury after four 
events. At last year's world 
championships, Braun was 
second behind Joyner- 
Kersee. 

Earlier in the everting, Bri- 
tain’s Linford Christie re- 
ceived his medal for his 100- 
metre victory Monday night. 

By w inning his third con- 
secutive European cham- 
pionship title, Christie tied 


Valery Borzov of the farmer 
Soviet Union, who won three 
consecutive European IOO* 
metres over a five-year span;’ 
when the European chain-; 
pionships were held in 1960; ?; 
1971 and 1974. ' ; ‘‘ I? 

Christie's time tins year'/' 
wasn’t fast, just 10.14: 8 
seconds, barely -better than }. 
the 10.15 he recorded infwmi Ji ■ 
nine his first European title -, 
eight years ago. ‘ /'* 

In 1990 at Split he gained:;’ 
his second crown in 10.00'' 
seconds. " ‘ *. ' 

"l came here just to win L 
the title. Now I have the • ■ 
championship, which is all '■» 
that really masters,” be said. 

This year. Christie was m ~ 
sidelined three weeks with 'a ■■ 
left hamstring injury before, 
the championships. He had 
□oi raced in 23 days before ■ - 
Sunday. 

“I was very hungry, I - 
wanted to race,” Christie ^ • 
said. “Once I knew I' was* 
over my injury, no one was., 
going to beat me.” ; -.v 



Irina Prinkns (left), winner ot the women’s 
100m of the European Athletic Cham- 
ptaaships, and bronze Mribml Pas- 

chke of Germany wave from the podium after 




receiving their medals Tuesday. Silver medal-, 
fist Zhttaa Taraopcfekaya did not appear at 
the ceremony (AFP photo) 


Danish 

champions 

threaten. 


Benetton rapped over fire 






*J -■ 



COPHENHAGEN (IO — 
Denmark captain Lars Olsen 
said Wednesday the Euro- 
pean champions will go on 
strike unless they get special 
bonus payments. 

The pay row threatens next 
Wednesday’s friendly against 
Finland in Cophenagen as 
well as the campaign to qual- 
ify for the next European 
soccer finals, beginning with 
an away game against Mace- 
donia Sept. 7. 

“We are not going to play 
again until we've got a new 
pay deal with bonus arrange- 
ments. It’s no joke, we are 
professionals after all,” 
Olsen said. 

-Jie Danish soccer team 
haVe been negotiating a new 
pay deal for 1994-% with the 
association for several 
months but have failed to 
reach agreement on player 
bonuses. 

“All I can say is that we 
have still not found a solution 
to the team’s demands. We 
ito contact them again,” 
tish Football Association 
information officer Lars Be- 
rendt .said. 

According to media re- 
ports, the football association 
is refusing to accept team 
demands for profit-sharing 
bonuses on top of their nor- 
mal salaries. 




Ms plan to use Commonwealth Games to publicise their cause 


VICTORIA, British Col- 
!:u:K 3 (R) — Activists in 
as diverse as the 
environment an anti- 
crfct:',ialism are planning to 
use* the international media 
presence at this month’s 
Commonwealth Games to 
draw attention to their cause. 

“We want to make sure the 
world media is aware of these 
issues.. ..There’s a fascist side 
to Canada that gets hidden. 
Some of our actions will be 
spectacular," said environ- 
mecta! campaigner Came St. 
Pienge. 

Most activists say they 
woift try to disrupt the sport- 
ing* events, but promise 
auction-grabbing stunts, 
nickering and other action. 

* refuse to say what 

thc r are planning but have 
previously chained them- 
selves to logging machinery, 
occupied buildings and un- 
furled huge banners from 

prominent buildings. 

An environmental group m 
nearby Seattle is asking tour- 
ists not to flush the lavatory 


during their stay in Victoria 
in protest at the city’s dump- 
ing of untreated sewage into 
the sea. 

A local man, Fin Donnelly, 
plans to swim 30km across 
the freezing waters of the 
nearby Georgia Strait to 
draw attention to the need to 
protea ocean waterways. 

About 200 people are plan- 
ning to set up a camp in 
Victoria where they will hold 
rallies on issues ranging from 
native Indian rights, anti- 
colonialism, homosexual 
rights and women’s poverty. 

Most of the protests will 
centre on the environment 
The hottest issue is logging in 
the rain forests of Vancouver 
Island not far form Victoria. 

Logging forms the basis of 
the regioanl economy and the 
forests, especially one in an 
area called Clayoquout 
Sound, have become an en- 
vironmental battleground. 

Environmental groups 
such as Greenpeace have 
started international cam- 
paigns to persuade consum- 


ers to boycott British Col- 
umbia forest products. Last 
yeaar, more than 800 protes- 
tors were arrested for block- 
ing logging roads at Oayo- 
quot Sound. 

More than 3,300 athletes 
from 67 countries are taking 
part in the games and some 
2,500 journalists are expected 
to cover the events, some of 
which will draw international 
television audience of up to 
300 million. 

About 70,000 extra visitors 
are expected to converge on 
this west coast city for the 
games which run from Au- 
gust 18-28. 

Tourism is the top money 
spinner in Victoria, estab- 
lished in the 1850s as a British 
colonial outpost and de- 
scribed as mere English than 
England. 

“We’re projecting 550 mil- 
lion Canadian ($36 million 
U.S.) in increased tourism 
revenues this year and most 
of that is games related," said 
Lome Whyte, chief executive 
of Victoria's tourist board. 


Despite rosy forecasts, two 
weeks before the games were 
due to open, only just over 
half — 195,000 of a total 
357,000 tickets — had been 
sold. 

The organisers deny any 
lack of interest and say they 
expect strong ticket sales in 
the remaining days. They 
ahve already covered all their 
. costs, they add. 

The games or ganising com- 
mittee is billing them as “en- 
vironmentally friendly” be- 
cause of efforts to recycle and 
minimise environmental 
damage. 

The official mascot is a 
smiling killer whale, native to 
local waters. But environ- 
mentalists say this is part of 
an attempt to whitewash the 
province’s bad environmental 
record and errver vp yrryr- 

Iw'i'iO. 

‘ It's disturbing and doesn’t 
paint an accurate picture of 
what's goim 
the woods! 
well be 


can to ensure the public 

doesn’t boy into their mes- 
sage,” said Greenpeace’s 
Tamara Stark. 

Police will be on increased 
alert during the games and 
activists say they have been 
told they must confine their 
activities to om-of-the-way 
locations. 




they won’t disrupt events. 
“I'm not worried about it 
They have every right to de- 
monstrate but they «m do it 
without interfering,” he said. 

The Commonwealth, 
which groups former 1 ' British 
colonies, is being taigttted by 
some protestors as a legacy of 
imperialism, said SL Pierre of 
the gorup friends of Clavo- 
Scursc. ' . 

“We’re against oppression* 
nd colonialism is definitely a 


25 cf that. That’s why we . -, whei 
gje no problem targeting bers 
Commonwealth, but 

i 


iv uui going to take it out 

on the visitors or atheietes,” 
she said. 

Ironically, the beleaguered 
t& society has done its 
to court the "politically 
correct” movement. It is 
trumpeting efforts to expand 
the roles of women and the 
disabled in the competition. 

The games are also prom- 
oting the culture and tradi- 
tions of Canadian Indians. 

An armada of 40 native 
Canadian Indian dugout 
canoes will converge on Vic- 
toria carrying a message from 
Queen El i zabeth II which she 
will read to open the games. 

The world’s largest totem 
pole — 55 metres high — has 
been carved in honour of the 
s and native artists have 
«gned the medals. 

Orsapers szy this is only 
ntfcng because Victoria and 
the surrounding area rightful- 
ly belonged to the Indians 
... when white sealers arrived 
more than a century 


PARIS (AFP) — A filter 
which would have prevented 
the flash fire that engulfed 

SSn mlte.rach.i; 
stafojfebjat ^ (fie ^German Equipment ‘'must not ire 
Grand Prix.had been de- modified in any- way what- ■ ’ 


signed fo eliminate the risk 1 
had been deliberately re- 
. moved.” .. ... 


Kberateiy removed,” officials 
said Wednesday. 

Benetton have been sum- 
moned to an October 19 
meeting of the World Council 
of FLA, motor sports’ gov- 
erning body, to explain why 
the part was missing from the 
refuelling system. 

Dutch driver Ysrsfr.ppsri' 
and three mechanics escaped 
with superficial bums when 
the fire* broke out during 3k 
refuelling stop. 

After studying a report 
from Intertechnique, the 
French firm which provides 
grand prix refuelling systems, 
F1A said in a statement: 
“The fuel spillage was caused 
by a valve faffing to close 
properly. The valve was slew 
to dose due to the presence 
of a foreign body. 

“The foreign body is be- 
lieved to have reached the 
valve because a filter de- 


scever.’ 

The summons adds to Be- 
netton's problems with their 
German driver Michael Schw- 
maefcer who is appealing 
against a two-race ban for ’ 
ignoring a black flag at the * 
recent British Grand Prix.- > 

The team are also under ■ 
suspicion for allegedly dis- - 
qinsing a computerised start-,, 
fog system in the world cham- 
pionship seder's car. No ’> 
proof that the team used die. 
system has emerged. 

A German auto magazine r . 1 
Motosport Aktuell, said. in. - r 
its latest edition that Scfru- , 
macher’s start at- Sunday’s : : 
Hungarian Grand Prbt will be 
monitored from .the air. • 

A helicopter will follow the 
driver from the starting grid 
looking for dues such as the . 
absence of tire marks, the 
magazine said. 


Brazil choose new manager 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) 
— Mario Zagalo has been 
appointed Brazil’s next coach 
to replace Carlos Alberto 
Parreira, who quit after Bra- 
zil won the USA World Cnp. 

In his third stint as national 
coach Zagalo, who was 63 on 
Tuesday, will have wider 
powers than Perreira, & -cord- 
ing to Brazil Football F- dera- 
tion President Ricardo Teix- 
eira. 

Zagalo won the World Cup 
twice as a player, in 1958 and 
1962, and coached Brazil to 
victory is 1970 in his second 
stint in charge from 1670-74. 

His first spell lasted only 
one game, the 1-0 win against 
Chile in 1967. 


Teixeira siad Zagalo will 
take over the Olympic side as 
well as the full international 
squad and will also have re- 
sponsibility for international 
junior sides. 

He will attempt to win the ’ 
only major trophy to escape 
Brazilian football, the Olym< • 
pic gold medal. 

Zagalo ’s first game in the 
hot seat will be in November 
when Brazil take on tbe.rest 
of the world in a charity- ' 
match. 

In the United St3tes Zag*-' 
io was assistant to Perreira, 
who has since joined Spa nish 
league club Valencia as 
coach. 


Effenberg back to Germany 


BONN (R) — Steffen Effen- 
teyg: the gifted German mid- 

w d fJ home from the 
World Cup in disgrace, has 
ngned on loan for his old 

&^ d f4 Bor “ si3 

Effenberg, 26, who h^s had 
a turbulent relationship over 
the years with both fans and 
was flown home 
nom the United States after 
making an obscene gesture to 
fens during Germany's match 
with South Korea. 

National coach Rerti Vo»ts 
said he would never pick hTm 
again for the Genua tea? 

Effenberg’s retro from 
Italy s Florenhna made him 
one of a flood of Germans to 
return from the lucrative 


&ene a before the new sea- ; '.- 
soc and the biggest signing in- * 
years for Borussia, who bave^;. 
not won a championship}, 
since their five titles between' 

1970 and 1977. 

Werder Bremen, the 1993- 
champions, negotiated .with.. - 
Effenberg at the weekend but 
failed to agree terms. 

Borvssia’s manager Rolf « 
Ruessmami said fie hoped - 
German fans would give' their « 
prodigal a warm welcome vr' 
ana forget he had been sent gt 
home. r V- 

“Our fans want him, a&d 
away from home we hope^.. 
people will give him f a 
chance. During our negptia-y 
tions be showed he warns fo 
make a fresh start,” Ruess- 
mann aid. 
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Hi-tech balloonists set 
sights high for autumn bid 
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j — The 
of the _ w 
world could finally bo 
cached later this year when 
three world-class Dutch 
flyers make a bid to circle the 
gjobe in a balloon — without 

iitOpp^^~ 

But only the latest hi-tech 
design will ultimately deter-, 
inine whether flying instruc- 
tor Henk Brink and his co- 
pjjats will Eve up to dierr 
reputation as the first Europ- 
eans to balloon across the 
Atlantic. 

-The socret of the Holland 
Flyer — the 66 metre, 10.5 
(yaid)tobne monster in which 
they axe planning to make the 
trip this autumn — lies in its 
doable envelope. 

An explanation. Normal. 
tyiwwn balloons suffer from 
an inbuilt exhaustion factor. 
Every time the pilot wants to* 
go down, be meases some 
gas. When he wants to go 
again, he releases some 1 
last. 

The problem is, sooner or 


later, he is going to nm out of 
hot air or ballast. If he wants 
to fly around the world, he 
wiD need far too much bot air 
and ballast to males the trip 
posable. 

The solution: Brink’s bal- 
loon has two envelopes. One 
contains 25,000 cubic metres 
of helium, an ultra-light and 
non-flammable gas. The 
other is full of air, heated up 
by propane. 

The envelope is ma^ of 
mylar, an ultra-tight material 
which does not absorb the 
sunligh t. Suspended under- 
neath is the alamminm cap- 
sule which will house the 
team followed by cylinders 
containing t hree tonnes of 
propane fuel. 

The aim of the project is to 
use the fast-flowing winds of 
the Jet Stream, racing across 
the northern hemisphere at 
an altitude of 30,000 to 
40,000 feet (10,000 to 13,000 
metres). 

Thus the intrepid flyers win 


be swept across above Japan, 
Russia and the United States 
without expending an ounce 
of fuel on propefling them- 
selves forwards. 

Tbs Jet Stream, caused by 
the reaction of hot subtropic- 
al air and cold polar air, is 
most powerful in the winter 
— hence their estimated de- 
parture date to war ds the end 
of the autumn. In all they 
plan to cover a m i nim um of 
15,827 (some 28,500 
kflometzes). 

The Dutch team, who have 
recruited Scottish aeronautics 
expert Don Cameron to help 


Per Lindstr&nd for other 
eq uip m en t, are not alone in 
hoping to make the balloon- 
ist’s dream come true. 

Rival teams led by Amer- 
icans Larry Newman, 
Richard Abruzzo and David 
Melton, with the strangely- 
named Eaithwind H3ton, are 
planning to make a fifth 
on the roand-tfae- 


worid^t 


tup this 
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Stich, Chang cruise into third 
round at ATP championship 


Michael Stich 


MASON, Ohio (R) — Third 
seed Michael Stich of Ger- 
many and defe nding cham- 
pion Michael Chang posted 
quid: and decisive second 
round victories at the ATP 
championship late Tuesday. 

_ Former Wimbledon cham- 
pion Stich unleashed 10 aces 
and broke American Aaron 
Krickstein’s serve three times 
to roll into the thud round 
with a 6-2 64 win in just 62 
minutes. 

The speedy Chang, seeded 
fourth, needed two more mi- 
Dutes to wipe out Canadian 
Greg Rusedski 6-3 6-3. 

Seventh -seeded former 
world number one Jim 
Courier, who along with the 
other top eight seeds received 
a first-round bye, also adv- 
anced easily with a 6-4 6-2 
win over fellow American 
Ken Flach. 

But another player who 
once held down the top rank- 


ing in the world did not fere 
as well. Sentimental favourite 
and wildcard entry Mats 
WQander lost a 6-4 64 first 
round match to 112th-ranked 
American Jim Grabb. 

The tournament lost its 
sixth $ed when ninth-ranked 
Todd Martin was forced to 
withdraw with a strained 
right groin. 

Stich, who has had his 
troubles in the past with 
veteran baseUner and long 
match specialist Krickstein, 
used his big serve to keep the 
match short. 

**I don’t like playing Aaron 
too much.” Stich said. “He 
normally keeps you on the 
baseline and works you a 
long time. 

“I served really well and 
kept him under pressure the 
whole time,'* Stich said. “He 
couldn’t play his game and he 
had to react to my game.'* 

Stich, who never lost his 


serve, secured service breaks 
in the third and fifth game of 
the first set and fifth game of 
the second set. 

Chang outgunned the big 
serving Canadian, even com- 
ing up with three more aces 
than the two delivered by 
Rusedski. 

The seventh-ranked Amer- 
ican was also more consistent 
from the service line than 
Rusedski. The Canadian, 
ranked 58th, double faulted 
nine times while Chang never 
feielkdto get in a playable 
second serve. 

Change did not have to do 
much to finish off Rusedski. 
Three of his nine double 
faults came in the Inst game, 
including the final two ponits 
of the match. 

“Today was not that diffi- 
cult,’’ Chang said. “I’m pret- 
ty hungry ac the moment. 1 
haven't done anything much' 
in my lost few tournaments.' 




Martinez beats Raymond 
in Slims second round 
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MANHATTAN BEACH, 
Calif. (AP) — Top-seeded 
Conduta Martinez of Spain 
overcame a second-set let- 
down to beat I Am Raymond 
6-0, 3-6, 6-1 Thesday in a 
second-round match of the 
$400,000 Virginia Slims of 
Los Angeles women’s tennis 

mn r mm iMit 

Martinez, ranked third in 
fee world and the winner at 
Wimbledon this summer, 
needed just 20 minutes to win 
the first set without losing a 
game. Bat Raymond, ranked 
53rd, became more aggres- 
sive and committed fewer un- 
forced e r rors in winning the 
second set 

However, Martinez re- 
gained control and breezed 
past Raymond in the third 
set, winning the final games 
of the 84-minute match. 

"I played a perfect first 
set,” Martinez said. “I didn’t 
nuke any mistakes. She got 
more aggressive in die second 
let, and I couldn't pass her. 
hi the third set, I was moving 
her around a lot. I have 
practiced a lot of passing 
shots and they were working. 

“I knew it would be a tight 
match. She’s a very good 
player.” 

Raymond called the match 
“weird.” 

“I got off to a bad start, 
.then I got better and she 
started making a few un- 
forced errors,” Raymond 
said. “And then she was 
making those passing shots. 
It was very frustrating. She 
was pasting me from the 
basehne, she was hitting good 
angles, and I just had no 
confidence on my serve.” 

_ Ll other second-round ac- 
tion Tuesday, sixth-seeded 
Alike Huber of Germany, efr- 
minated Stephanie Rotticr of 
the Netherlands . 6-2, 6-1; 
No. 7 Julie Halard of France 


beat Anne Mall 6-4, 7-5, and 
No. 9 Nathalie Tanziat of 
France breezed past Andre 
Keller 6-2, 60. 

In second-round action 
under tbe fights. No. 4 Jana 
Novotna of the Czech Republic 
beat Karin Ksdnrendt of Ger- 
many 6-3, 6-2 in just 57 uri- 
nates and No. 5 7sna Garri- 
son Jackson rallied for a 4-6. 
6-3, 6-4 victory over Debbie 
Graham. Gamson Jackson 
trailed 4-1 in tbe third set 
before winning five straight 


The final seven first-round 
matches also were played 
Tuesday. Tenth-seeded Amy 
Frazier beat Andrea Strnado- 
va of the Czech Republic 6-0, 
4-1, retired; no. 12 Patty Fen- 
dick topped Caroline Kuhl- 
man 64, 7-6 (10-8); Melissa 
Mazzotta of Venezuela 
downed Rachel McQuillan of 
Australia 64, 7-5; Alexia 
Dechaume-Balleret of 
France eliminated Fabiola 
Zuloaga of Colombia 6-3, 6- 
1; Sandrme Tested of France 
beat Manon-Boflegref of tbe 
Netherlands 6-1, 7-6 (7-3); 
Christina Singer of Germany 
topped Joanette Kruger of 
South Africa 7-5, 7-5, and 
Laura Golarea of Italy beat 
countrywoman Adriana 
SenarZanetti 6*2, 64. 

Stmadova retired from her 
match against Framer be- 
cause of a strained lower 
'back. 

Meanwhile, third-seeded 
informed 
early in the day that 
she was withdrawing from the 
tournament because of a pul- 
led calf muscle in her left leg. 

Davenport was not sche- 
duled to play her first match 
until late Wednesday. Her 
place in the draw is being 
taken by Mercedes Paz of 
Argentina. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH mtSCH 

. tun Tnooo, UI 


THE FINESSE IS SIMPLE 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*Q4 
6 4 3 
jJ94 

• ■ *£432 

WEST EAST 

* J 10 8 8 3 * K 7 2 
^QlOS t?JS 7 

•5 8 CS7652 

*Q987 f J5 

SOUTH 
♦ ASS 
. ■ AK 2 

CAQ10 3 
^ # A IO 6 

kb e bidding: 

Soots West North East 

2 NT Pass 3 * Pass 

3 0 Pass 3 NT Pan 

Paw Pass 

lead; Jack of 4 
fa ■ so tough about a 

ttraightfoiward finesse?” was our 
flot r e a ctio n shea shown the dia- 
wood nut in this hand. We would 
ignored it completely had we 
apt seen two relatively experienced 
PWtn go wrong in identical situa- 
tions within days of being given this 
hand. 

modern ran^ for a two do 
t "nap opening tod bas been lowered 
to 21-22 high -card points. The old- 
f ai n ioned 22-24 points is now 
■wwh by Qr#t opening two chibs 
«>d then rebidtfing two no trump. 


North ch e ck e d on the possibility of 
a 4-4 heart fit, then settled for three 
no trump when none was uncovered. 

West led the jack of spades. De- 
clarer tried the queen just in case, 
then took the ace of spades when. 
East produced tbe king (There was 
no point to holding up. since the 
diamond finesse, necessary for 
South to come to nine tricks, would 
have to be taken into the danger 
band anyway.) Everything now 
hinged on the location of the king of 
diamonds. 

Declarer crossed to the king of 
dubs and ran the jack of diamonds, 
which won. The next diamond fi- 
nesse. however, had to be taken with 
the tj n of dinmnndc in hand nnd 
declarer had no dummy entry for a 
marked third-round finesse in 
suit. Since the monarch was stall 

well guarded, declarer had to be sat- 
isfied with eight cricks. 

Jnsi a little more careful tech- 
nique was all that was needed to 
bring home nine tricks. After cross- 
ing to the king of dubs, declarer 
should lead the nine of diamonds 
from the table, playing low from 
hand. When that wins, declarer con- 
tinues with the jack, underplaying 
the ten. Now declarer is still on the 
table for s third finesse, scoring four 
tricks in diamonds and the contract. 


Connors says he has played his last U.S. Open 


HARRISON, New York (R) 
— Jimmy Connors* love 
affair with the U.S. Open is a 
thing of the past, a fond 
memory that wiD not be re- 
lived, toe five-time champion 
has said. 

For more than two decades 
the site erf Jimmy Connore 
battling on centre court on 
his birthday has been one of 
the great traditions of the 
U.S. Open. But Connors, 
who turns 42 Sept. 2, said he 
has definitely played his last 
U.S. Open. 

‘There is no more toying 
with tile idea, my time play- 
ing tiie open is over,” Con- 
nors told Reuters Thesday in 
a telephone interview from 
the ate of a tournament on 
his 35-and-over champions 
tour. 

“I cant play forever, even 
if it seems I have,” he joked. 
“It’s time for all those young 
guys to take over.” 


Connors, the only man in 
history to win the U.S. Open 
on three different surfaces — 
grass, day and hardcomt — 
played his 22nd and last open 
m 1992 when he celebrated 
his 40th birthday by beating* 
Jaime Ondns in the first 
round before going out to 
Ivan Lendl in the second. 

Tennis fens win long relish 
tbe memory of Connors’ stir- 
ring nm to the semifinals the 
previous year, when he took 
the open by storm one last 
time. 

Though be still plays occa- 
sionally on the A1P tour, has 
jnst finished a season of 
team tennis, and is entered in 
all eight events tins year on 
the senior circuit, Connors 
says he is no longer up to the 
gruelling open fortnight of 
best-offlve set matches. 

To be able to go in and feel 
right and only give it an half 


effort, I would not like to 
play like that before the New 
York fans and it is better to 
let it go by,” he said. 

Connors lost in the open- 
ing round at his first U.S. 
Open in 1970, but the fiery 
left-hander went on to bo- 
come the tournament’s most 
identifiable star. 

His titles spanned two de- 
cades as he collected U.S. 
Open crowns in 1974 and 
1976 at the Grand Slam 
tournament’s former home in 
Forest Hills and added cham- 
pionships in 1978, 1982 and 
1983 at tiie current site in 
Flushing Meadow. Connors 
was also nmner-up in 1975 
and 1977. 

T always saved my best 
tennis for New York,” said 
Connors, who also owns the 
U.S. Open record for most 
matches won (98) and most 
matches played (115). 


Like his fans, Connors con- 
siders his 1991 nm at tbe 
national tennis centre one of 
his greatest feats as he con- 
founded the experts and 
astounded the tennis world 
by reaching the final four. 

That extraordinary journey 
including a remarkable rally 
from two sets down against 
Patrick McEnroe in tbe first 
round and his fourth round 
mirade fifth set tie-break vic- 
tory over Aaron Krickstein 
on his 39th birthday. 

That was the culmination 
of 21 years of hard work,” 
said Connors, who was finafly 
beaten by Jim Courier in the 
semis. 

"The people came out and 
went into a frenzy and sound- 
ed more like 60,000 people 
than 20,000 and sent my 
game to another level. 

T didn't even have to win 
tbe tou rnament to make it 
great.” 


Simpson’s lawyers, prosecutors discuss 
mystery envelope, agree on closing records 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Both sides in the OJ. Simp- 
son case sought Tuesday to 
damp down on pretrial pub- 
licity, agreeing to privately 
discuss the conte n ts of the 
mysterious yellow envelope 
turned over by defence attor- 
neys and to keep secret 
Nicole Brown Simpson's 
medical records. 

During an evidence hear- 
ing, attorneys sniped at each 
other about news leaks but 
found themselves allied 
the media, arguing 
about Simpson's right to a 
fair trial vs. the public’s right 
to know. 

Simpson, sitting at the 
counsel table, appeared con- 
cerned about the publicity 
and pare of the case. He 
shook his head as a media 
lawyer argued news reporters 
should be allowed to view 
police photos of the bloody 
victims. Later, Simpson flin- 
ched when the judge sug- 
gested the trial might last 
until Christmas. 

Simpson, tbe former foot- 
ball star and media celebrity, 
is charged with murder in the 
June 12 slashings of his ex- 
wife and her friend, Ronald 
Goldman. If convincted he 
would receive the death 
penalty. Prosecutors told the 
judge Tuesday they would 
announce their decision the 
last week erf this month cm 
whether to seek the death 
penalty. 

The trial is scheduled to 
begin Sept. 19. 

Following the one-hour 
hearing, defence attorneys . 
and prosecutors met behind 


closed doors with superior 
court judge Lance Ito to dis- 
cuss one of the most tantalis- 
ing aspects of the sensational 
case: The contents of the 
envelope turned over by the 
defence last month. 

Deputy district attorney 
Mazoa Clark said holding the 
session in open court would 
be unfair to Sampson. 

“It would be relf-defeating 
to do so at this time,” she 
said. 

Defence attorney Robert 
Shapiro agreed the matter 
should be discussed privately. 

But media lawyer Kelli Sa- 
ger, represeatingthe Gannet 
Co. newspaper Chain, urged 
the judge to at least consider 
releasing a transcript of the 
dosed-door meeting, saying 
tius public has a constitutional 
right to have access to court 
proceedings. Several other 
news organisations joined in 
Sager’s motion. 

This same right, she said, 
justifies tbe release of trans- 
cripts of other dosed ses- 
sions. She also sought media 
access to grisly crime-scene 
photographs, saying repor- 
ters would view the pictures 
but not publish or broadcast 
them. 

Public interest, die said, 
“makes it even more impor- 
tant in this case that the 
proceedings be as open as 
possible so that the public can 
have confidence- that the pro- 
ceedings oocured in a fair and 
just manner.” She said de- 
fence and prosecutors failed 
to give detailed proof that 
disclosure could violate 
Simpson's right to a fair trial. 


Ito agreed to the private 
meeting on the envelope. 
Lawyers met for about 30 
minutes in his chambers and 
tiie session was adjourned. 

Ito said be would decide 
Friday whether to release 
transcripts of such closed 
court sessions and whetiier 
the media may see the crime 
scene photos. 

Prosecutors and defence 
attorneys also agreed to keep 
private Ms. Simpson’s hospit- 
al records from St. John’s 
Hospital and Health Centre 
in Santa Mania, Calif. 

What the records 
documented — and even 
what time period they re- 
flected — were unknown. 
But St. John’s is where Ms. 
Simpson was treated after she 
was beaten by Simpson in 
1989, police records show. 

During their discussion of 
malting material public, Sha- 
piro ami Clark dashed on the 
issue of news leaks. She ac- 
cused the defence team of 
“outrageous and unfounded 
accusations,” apparently re- 


ferring to a published sugges- 
tion that the defence would 
argue a white detective in the 
case was racially prejudiced 
and might have fabricated 
evidence against Simpson, 
who is black. 

Shapiro said “rare is not 
and will not be an issue in tins 
case,” and denied that any 
lawyers on his team had dis- 
cussed evidence with repor- 
ters. He said they had only 
answered questions about 
procedure. 

Also Tuesday, deputy dis- 
trict attorney W illiam Hodg- 
man told the court t h a t pro- 
secutors were sharing evi- 
dence asked for by the de- 
fence and should have most 
requests answered by next 
week. Shapiro agreed the 
process was going weQ. 

Hodgman said there were 
only *a couple of small 
points” of disagreement on 
what sort of background in- 
formation should be shared. 
Another hearing on 
evidence-sharing was set for 
Aug. 17. 


DELUXE FUmSHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

In a calm ‘area In Amman. Yearly rent With separata entrance, 
nice, separate garden, a master bedroom, small dining room, 
kitchen, sitting room, glassed-in veranda and one-bathroom. The 
apartment has central heating system and a separate telephone 
Ene. 

If you are Interested, please contact tfw owner at 
telephone number 688497 


INTERNATIONAL 

COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
P.O.BOX 2002, Khilda, Amman 

Now registering for September 1994- 

Children are accepted between the ages of 3-n 
years and we are the only school in Amman to offer 
the full British Curriculum adapted for the Interna- 
tional Community. 

Our language of instruction is English with special 
support for non-English speakers. Staff are U.K 
qualified. Music. P.E. and Drama are taught by 
specialists right through the school. French and 
Arabic are also offered. The school provides a 
pleasant stimulating environment - care is taken to 
meet the needs of each individual child Visits 
encouraged. * 

The school is open every Monday morning, 9 
a.m. - 12 noon, throughout July and August 
Get further details by Tel.: 841070 Fax: 847109 



Jimmy Connors 
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PHILADELPHIA 


Richard Gere/Sbaron Stone 
in 

mrasBcnow 


$ho»s:1230, 3:30, 6:W. &3D, 1030 


Cinema 


TeL: 699238 


: Shari han-Mahmoud Hamideh — 
Hussein FatirfS in 


Arable 


Cinema — Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


concord <r 
PHILADELPHIA 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, fold,' 8:30, 10*30 

CONCORD <2’ 


(Stow*: 1230. 3:15. 5. 630, 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 


Shows: 6:15, 830. 10:30 


TeL: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN 

" Ctnenui and Tfmatre “ 

The Cutting Edge 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:00 
Starting Aug. 24 the political play 

“SAHRA KANAUNlKir* 


TeL: 675571 

NabU AI Mashinl Theatre 

Nabit & Hishams id.: 625 ] 5 S 

AHLAN THEATRE 

.Today & Everyday 
Abu^Awwad in social comedy 

“PimcnrilED BAG” 

Present their pipy 

WHAT A PEACE! 

(Saler* Ya 

Daily at 8 oO p m. 

The theatre is ck- ;c -» -yy r ue 
cays 








NEWS IN BRIEF 


Majali gets cable from Christopher 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
on Wednesday received a able from U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher expres sin g his appreciation of 
die prime minister's relentless efforts in the peace process. 
Mr. Christopher pledged that the United States would 
pursue efforts to overcome the remaining challenges and 
obstacles in the path of pece 

BAF stresses opposition to peace process 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Tstamic Action Front (IAF), 
Wednesday reiterated rejection of the Middle East peace 
process ami all Arab-Isradi agreements and declarations 
signed and issued since the process was launched in 1991 in 
Madrid. In a statement issued at a press conference, the 
IAF called on all popular and political institutions and 
forces in the Kingdom to confront the negotiations. and 
their results by preparing scientific and practical plans to 
fight dangers inherent in normalising relations with Israel. 
The front stressed in the statement, read by its spokesman 
Hamzeh Mansour, that Palestine is the property of “The 
whole nation” and urged the mass media to open “the 
channels for the opposition.' 1 They also called on the 
government to respect public freedoms, release all political 
prisoners and stop chasing mosque preachers. Countering 
Mr. Mansour’s statement. Justice Minister HSsham AI Tel 
denied that there were any political prisoners in Jordan. 

Weizman cuts jail terms for 8 Palestinian women 

TEL AVIV (API — Israel reduced sentences for eight 
Palestinian women prisoners Wednesday, dealing the way 
for their release within days. A statement announcing the 
move from President Ezer Weizman’s office was issued 
shortly before Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was meeting 
Yasser Arafat for their first summit m Gaza. It also came 
after Mr. Rabin's wife, Leah, intervened following a 
promise during a joint appearance July 13 on ABC 
Television with Mr. Arafat's wife, Suha. Prisoner releases, 
which Mr. Arafat was expected to bring up with Mr. Rabin, 
are an essential confidence building measures for keeping 
np Palestinian public support for the peace agi cement. Mr. 
Weizman’s spokeswoman Batia Keinar. gave no reason- 
why he was freeing the eight. They were among a list of 
women prisoners serving time for anti-Israeli offences. 
Mrs. Kern an wouldn’t give their names or details about 
their alleged crimes, except to say that none had blood on 
their hands, meaning they were not involved in any fatal 
attacks. Israel initially promised to free the women last 
week, but Mr. Weizman insisted on fuller explanations 
about their cases, Israel Radio said. 

• Kuwait studying Iran war games idea 

KUWAIT (Rj — Kuwait is studying an invitation from 
Iran to conduct joint military exercises, its defence minister 
was quoted on Wednesday as saying. Defence Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Hamond Al Sabah added he would discuss 
tire invitation at a meeting with defence ministers of Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries before the end of 
the year, newspapers reported. “We will discuss the Iranian 
request to cany out joint manoeuvres with our armed 
.forces in the next meeting of the GCC defence ministers,'* 
he was reported as saying on Tuesday. The GCC comprises 
six Gulf Arab states — Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman and Qatar — and has 
set np in 1981 in part to counter a potential threat from 
Iran’s Islamic revolution. 

Iran imposes tough rules on weddings 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Police have imposed strict new 
regulations on weddings in the southern city of Shiraz to 
ensure they conform with Islamic principles, a newspaper 
said Wednesday. The families of the bride and groom now 
have to submit a copy of the wedding invitations and 
inform police of ceremonies, a police statement said 
reported by the daily Abrar. Women and girls as young as 
nine will nave to be fully covered in line with Islamic 
principles, and salons and banquet rooms will have to be 
segregated by sex. Only waiters of the same sex can serve 
female or male guests. The statement added ‘’unauthorised 
music, bands and angers” were banned from wedding 
parties and men were forbidden from photographing 
women or vice versa. The regulations were announced at 
the end of the Shiite Muslim mourning months of Moharam 
and Safar. 

Moderate tremor shakes southern Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — A moderate earthquake shook Iran’s 
southern province of Hormzgan Wednesday, but there 
were no immediate reports of casualties or damage. The 
Islamic Republic News Agency said the tremor occurred at 
6:53 a.m. (0323 GMT), registering a preliminary magni- 
tude of 4.6, according to Tehran University’s geophysics 
insitute. The epicentre of the quake was 850 kilometres 
southeast of Tehran, said IRNA, monitored in Cyprus. 
Iran is acutely earthquake prone and reports tremors in 
various parts of the country almost every week. An 
earthquake of magnitude 4 can cause moderate damage. 

Iran seizes almost six tonnes of opium 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Police seized 5.8 tonnes of opium in a 
raid on drug traffickers in southeastern Iran near the 
Pakistani border this week, police chief Reza SeifoUahi 
said. Mr. SeifoUahi. quoted by Tehran Radio, said the 
drugs were seized in the Mir-Javeh region of Sistan 
Balucheslan province. He gave no specific date or provide 
information on the circumstances in which the opium was 
seized. Mr. SeifoUahi added that 64 “drug traffickers and 
bandits” had been killed in clashes with police and another 
215 been arrested in southeastern Iran since March. And 
2,775 smugglers were arrested in a crackdown on contra- 
band in regions in southern Iran, bordering the Gulf, 
during the same period, he said. Authorities seized 55 
tonnes of various drugs in four months up to July 21, a 10 per : 
cent leap on the same period in 1994, according to official 
figures. Drug trafficking and consumption are strictly- 
banned in Iran under a law passed in 1989 laying down the 
death penalty for any person found with more than 3G 
grammes of heroin or more than five kilogrammes of 
opium. 

Pakistan rejects Afghan proposal 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Pakistan Wednesday rejected an 
Afghan proposal to station U.N. observers along their 
common' border to investigate allegations that forcign- 
inade arms were being smuggled into war-ravaged Afgha- 
nistan. “If any weapons are coming from Pakistan, they 
(the Afghans) can detect them on their side of the crossing 
points.” a Pakistan Foreign Office spokesman said here. 
He added that currently there were more arms in Afghanis- 
tan than in Pakistan. Masood Khaiili, a special envoy of 
Afghan President B urban addin Rabbani, said at a news 
conference here Monday that international monitors 
should be pasted to probe the smuggling claims. Mr. 
Khatiii urged the United Nations and the 51-nation 
Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC) to appoint 
observers and devise other mechanisms of curbing the flow 
of foreign weapons into Afghanistan. Mr. Khahli has 
blamed neighbouring Uzbekistan fori supporting Mr. Rab* 
bani's rival ^General Abdul Rashid Dostum, who is trying 
to topple the president. Mr. KhalOi also denied as 
“baseless" reports that Mr. Rabbani was receiving military 
assistance from India. The spoilsman said the ousted 
communist regime in Kabul agreed that an on^ngholy 
war could bTcontroUed V MM ^positioned 
between the Pakistan and Afghanistan borders. 


Kaddoumi: 

Autonomy 

stumbling 

TUNIS (AP) — The three- 
month-old Palestinian auton- 
omy under Yasser Arafat in 
Gaza and Jericho is stumb- 
ling, a top Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
leader said Wednesday, pre- 
dicting a flareup in Palesti- 
nian resistance against IsracL 

Farouk Kaddoumi, a PLO 
Executive Committee mem- 
ber and the organisation’s 
foreign affairs spokesman, 
blamed die “failure” of the 
embryonic Palestinian self- 
rale on PLO-Israeli peace 
agreements, which be de- 
scribed as “foil of shortcom- 
ings.” 

“Every day (that passes) 
proves that the peace process 
is stumbling... and if these 
shortcomings continue the 
process will .fail,” Mr. Kad- 
domni said Wednesday. 

The only way to achieve a 
lasting peace between the 
Palestinians and Isreal and 
“success” of Palestinian self- 
rule, he said, is through “a 
full Israeli withdrawal from 
Palestinian occupied territor- 
ies. 

“Therefore, it’s imperative 
that the struggle should con- 
tinue and the uprising go on 
until Israel pulls out its last 
soldier from the Palestinian 
territories.” he said. 

Asked about the possibility 
of a flareup on the six-year- 
old Palestinian uprising, 
which Mr. Arafat agreed to 
end under his Sept. 13 peace 
accord with Israel, Mr. Kad- 
doumi said: 

“As long as there is one 
Israeli soldier, our people 
have the right to continue 
their resistance.” 

But he also blamed die 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity for not doing enough to 
set up national institutions 
since it took over power in 
the territories on May 12. 

Mr. Kaddoumi was speak- 
ing to the Associated Press in 
his headquarters here after 
two days of discussions with 
other senior PLO leaders “on 
challenges faced by the 
Palestinian authority” in 
’Gaza and Jericho. 

Seven members of the 
decision-making Central 
Committee of the PLO main- 
stream Fateh group attended 
the previously unannounced 
meetings here. 

Sources dose to the meet- 
ings said the leaders have 
come cut with a conclusion 
that the PLO hit hard by a 
severe financial crisis and 
threatened by a political 
eclipse, needs to be reinvigo- 
rated 
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Algeria identifies mastermind 
of attack; Paris presses sweep 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algerian security officials 
Wednesday named the man 
behind an attack in Algiers 
that killed five French nation- 
als on Aug. 3 as Djamel 
Zitouni, head of an armed 
group. 

The attack was daisied by 
the Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA), die most radical of the 
armed fundamentalist 
groups. 

Mfr. Zitouni, 26, a member 
of tiie banned Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS), heads a 
group which has carried out 
attacks mainly in the Blr- 
khadem region near the 
Algerian capital. 

He is suspected of killing 
French nationals Roger- 
Michel Dronaxre, a business- 
man, and his son Pascal Val- 
ery at Birkhadem in March, 
and two residents of the for- 
mer Yugoslavia at Ben 
Aknoun, near Birkhadem, 
on July 11. 

The two Frenchmen were 
discovered in their villa with 
their throats slit. The Yugos- 
lavs were killed along with 
two businessmen of an Alge- 
rian company in a restaurant 


of the Ben Akhnoon zoo. 

Informed sources said 
Zitouni headed a GIA 
“death squad.” 

In Paris, six suspected Isla- 
mic fundamentalists were 
arrested Wednesday and sent 
to a disused army barracks in 
Folembray bringing to 23 the 
number of suspects being 
held in the northeastern 
French town, police said. 

Last week 17 suspected 
Algerian fundamentalists 
were interned in Folembray. 
Their arrest followed the 
attack in Algiers. 

The six arrested Wednes- 
day were named as Abder- 
amane Madam, Boualem 
Chibani, Azzedine 
Cefonane, Mohammed 
Donnti, Said Magri and Larbi 

Four of the six were at the 
barracks Wednesday after- 
noon, while tiie other two 
were on their way, the police 
said. 

The 17 suspects arrested 
last week have all been 
served with deportation 
orders and France has said 
they will have to use their 
own initiative to find a coun- 


try willing to take them. 

If they cannot do this, Paris 
has said they will be returned 
to Algeria. The 17 claim then- 
lives will be in danger if they 
reenter their homeland. 

On Saturday the Islamic 
Salvation Army (AIS), the 
armed wing of the FIS 
threatened France with re- 
prisals if the Folembray 17 
were “not freed immediate- 
ly-” 

The FIS was poised to 
sweep to power in Algeria 
when the army stepped in to 
cancel the second round of 
elections in January 1992. 
The party has sinced been 
outlawed. 

France’s hardline interior 
minis ter pledged Wednesday 
to pursue a tough crackdown 
against suspected extremists, 
despite growing domestic 
opposition to the campaign. 

Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua said in a radio inter- 
view that the government’s 
“security-creating opera- 
tions” would continue to 
“send a signal to those who 
might try to abuse our hospi- 


beea subject to identity 
checks and 143 have been 
detained since police began a 
widescale security operation 
in Paris on Saturday. 

Police arrested 34 more 
people Tuesday night in the 
French capital in a fourth 
night of security checks. 

The government on Tues- 
day also banned five Muslim 
publications which Mr. Pas- 
qua said -were spreading anti- 
Western and anti-French 
propaganda. 

Mr. Pasqua said Tuesday 
that “most of’ the suspects 
held in Folembray were “ac- 
tive militants with direct finks 
to FIS and other fun- 
damentalist movements who 
for ns, in die present ar- 
ea instances, represent a 
threat.” 

Mr. Pasqua said that die 
“security operations” which 
were “not particularly aimed 

at TJamfc fanHamBiitaKii K” 

would “continue to be put in 
place.” 

“You won’t catch any fish 
if you don’t go fishing,” he 
said. 


of people have (Continued on page 7) 


Iraqi official to visit Turkey for talks on pipeline Mandela 


ANKARA (Agencies) — A 
senior Iraqi diplomat wifi 
visit Ankara on Thursday to 
discuss the trans-Turkey 
pipeline which has been 
closed since the United Na- 
tions embargoed Iraq's oil 
exports in 1990. 

Turkey has been seeking 
Security Council authorities 
for months to pump Iraqi oil 
trapped in the pipeline. 

Although the pipeline 
needs to be drained to pre- 
vent damage, Baghdad has 
not been able to agree with 
the U.N. about what to do 
with food and medicine Iraq 
would get to return for the 
oil. 

The U.N., which imposed 
trade sanction on Iraq after 
the 1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
wants to monitor distribution 
of the badly needed supplies 
and to make sure a portion 
goes to Kurdish-controlled 
northern Iraq. 

Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Ferbat Ataman said that 
Riyadh Al Qaysi, under- 


secretary at the Iraqi Foreign 
Ministry, will meet his Tur- 
kish countapart Ozdem San- 
berek the discuss the pipe- 
line. He gave no further de- 
tails. 

Mr. San berk was in Bagh- 
dad in June to discuss the 
matter with Mr. Qaysi and 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz. 

The 985-kilometres 
pipeline runs from Kirkuk in 
northern Iraq to Turkey’s 
Yumurtalik ter minal on tiie 
Mediterranean. 

British U.N. envoy David 
Hannay said on Monday 
most problems concerning a 
Security Council resolution 
allowing the operation were 
now solved and he expected 
action soon. 

Oil officials say t unless a 
U.N. resolution is passed 
soon, early winter in the re- • 
gion may delay the work until 
spring. 

U.N. resumes work 

After a brief summer lull. 


U.N. weapons inspectors 
have resumed their missions 
in Iraq to prepare for the 
September launching of a 
long-term monitoring prog- 
ramme of the country’s milit- 
ary programmes. 

Cynthia Valenzuela, the 
Bahrain-based regional offic- 
er in charge of the inspectors, 
said til at a 12-member team 
of U.N. chemical weapons 
experts left early Wednesday 
for Baghdad. 

The team, led by Dutch- 
man Gees Wolterbeek, wifi 
spend two weeks in Iraq in- 
specting sites that may be 
used for future manufacture 
of the prohibited chemical 
weapons. 

They will also solicit fresh 
information from the Iraqis 
related to the programme 
that has been destroyed by 
inspectors of the U.N. Spe- 
cial Commission since the 
Gulf War ceasefire. 

Ms. Valenzuela said that a 
four-man team led by an 
American, Sam Libmdi, left 


Monday for Baghdad to dest 
a 50-camera network that has 
been installed to monitor Ira- 
qi missile manufacturing, 
testing and operating sites. 

After 1991 Gulf war, the 
U.N. Security Council de- 
manded the destruction of 
Iraq’s nodear chemical and 
biological weapons program- 
mes. It also prohibited Bagh- 
dad from manufacturing 
long-range missiles. 

On Friday, a team of in- 
spectors, ted by David Kelly, 
a Briton, will fly to Baghdad 
to pursue preparations for 
monitoring biological 
weapons sites, Ms. Valen- 
zuela said. 

“July and August are 
usually slower, but the regu- 
lar flow is picking up,” she 
said. “The target for operat- 
ing the Baghdad monitoring 
and verification centre is in 
the first half of September.” 

The centre will be officially 
launched by commission 
chairman, Swedish disarma- 
ment expert Rolf Ekeus. 


Pakistan demands F-16s or down payment 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan demanded Wednes- 
day that the United States 
return some S650 million paid 
by Islamabad to purchase 38 
F-16 fighter jets after a senior 
U.S. diplomat was quoted as 
saying the weapons sale was 
off. 

“We believe Lockheed (F- 
. 16 manufacturer) and the 
j U.S. are under contractual 
agreement to deliver the air- 
craft,” a Foreign Office 
spokesman said in reaction to 
the reported comments by 
Frank Wisner, the U.S. 
ambassador to India. 

“If the U.S. is convinced it 
cannot deliver the aircraft be- 
cause of its own legislative 
impediments, it should take 
action forthwith to return the 
money,” he said. 

Mr. Wisner told the Times 
of India in an interview pub- 
lished Tuesday that the Un- 
ited States would not supply 
the F-16s to Pakistan because 
of Islamabad’s failure to offer 
sufficient guarantees that it is 
not developing nuclear arms. 


The Pakistani spokesman 
said that the U.S. administra- 
tion had sought to remove 
restrictions on arms sales to 
Pakistan imposed under the 
so-called Pressler Amend- 
ment barring military sales to 
countries seeking nuclear 
arms. 

“But. under tiie pressure 
of certain lobbies this attempt 
was given up,” he said. . 

The spokesman said Pakis- 
tan would make alternate 
arrangements to procure 
sophisticated aircraft for its 
air defence. 

Pakistan and the United 
States signed an agreement in 
1989 for the supply of some 
70 F-16s, multi-rote jet fight- 
ers. 

The United States, invok- 
ing the Pressler law, cut off 
economic and military aid to 
Pakistan in 1990 because of 
suspicions that Islamabad’s 
nuclear programme was 
weapon-oriented. 

Daring a visit here in 
April, U.S. Deputy Secretary 
of State Strobe Talbott un- 


sucessfulty tried to persuade 
Pakistan to accept a verifi- 
able cap on its nudear prog- 
ramme in exchange for deliv- 
ery of the F-16&. 

The spokesman said the 
embargo had been “eroding” 
Pakistan’s conventional de- 
fence capability while it foiled 
to further the objective of 
non-proliferation in South 
Asia. 

Islamabad has often stres- 
sed that it would sign the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT^ if India agreed 
to do the same. 

A State Department 
spokesman said Tuesday die, 
U.S. had no plans to allow 
the dehvciy of F-16 fighter 
jets to Pakistan anytime 
soon. 

“While this offer is still on 
the table and we continue to 
explore it with Pakistani au- 
thorities, as practical matter 
we are unlikely to reach 
agreement in the immediate 
future,” David Johnson said 
at a briefing. 


He noted that Washington 
had agreed several months 
ago to release the F-16s to 
Pakistan if Pakistan verifiably 
capped production of 
weapons -grade radioactive 
material that could be used to 
make a nuclear bomb. 

Mr. Johnson declined to 
say where the difficulty lay 
and turned aside questions on 
whether Pakistan would get 
its money back. 

He said any release of the 
planes was subject to approv- 
al from congress, which has 
generally opposed delivery of 
the jets. 

“We remain determined to 
do what we can to help re- 
duce tensions and to promote 
our nonproliferation objec- 
tives in South Asia,” Mr. 
Johnson said. 

“We plan to continue to 
work with India and Pakistan 
toward our goal of capping 
over time, reducing and 
eventually eliminating 
weapons of mass destruction 
in South Asia.” he said. 


to seek 
apartheid 
reparations 
for.Namibia 

WINDHOEK (AFP) — 
President Nelson Mandela 
said Wednesday be would try 
to repay Namibia for the 
apartheid wrongs committed 
against that country during 80 
years of colonial rule by the 
former South African gov- 
ernment. 

“We are concerned with 
assisting our comrades in 
Namibia,” he told a press 
conference at the end of a 
two-day state visit to the 
country. “I will go back and 
raise the matter and discus- 
sions will follow.” 

But he added that his 
fledgling government faced a 
heavy burden in trying to 
redress the wrongs caused by 
successive apartheid govern- 
ments interfering in states 
neighbouring South Africa. 

“The issue must be addres- 
sed, but it must be addressed 
in a sensitive matter, taking 
into account that we are a 
developing country,” he said. 
“We should be able to seek 
apartheid reparation without 
haring to be buried by our 
obligations as the successor 
-to a government of oppres- 
sion which denied the people 
of this country self- 
expression.” 

South Africa acquired 
Namibia from Ger many at 
the end of World War I and 
ruled it until United Natkms- 
supervised elections and in- 
depradence in 1990. 

Namibian President Sam 
Nujoma’s South West Africa 
Organisation 
(SWAPO) waged a 23-year 
guerrilla war with the Sou* 
African Defence Force 
l^^PI 7 ) before a ceasefire in 
’988, which paved the way to 
die elections. 

hfr. Mandela said an ex- 
fradition treaty with Namibia 
was vital to deal with Sooth 
Africans who had been in- 
volved in apartheid crimes 
against Namib ian^ 




‘Diana came to 
Martha’s Vineyard 
forprlvacy 

WEST T1SBURY, Matt. 
(AP) — Britain’s Princess Di- 
ana decided to spend a vacs- 
tion cm Martha’s Vineyard 
after watching other celebri- 
ties, inducting President Bill 
Clinton, enjoy die island in 
relative privacy, according to 
her host. “She knows it was 
one of tiie very few places fe 
the world where she could be 
surrounded by nice people 
and it would Ire hard to be 
found by the press.” said 
T ffli'a De lima, wife of the 
Brazilian ambassador to the 
United States, who said the 
princess was her house guest. 
“Our intention is to have 
almost a normal life, to really 
enjoy this island as much as 
the other tonrists do,” Mia. 
’Lucia De Lima told the 
Vineyard Gazette newspap- 
er. Martha's Vineyard is an 
island off the southern coast 
of Massachusetts. The Opal, 
a yacht that reportedly is at 
the princess’ service, is dock- 
ed in the Vineyard Haven 
Marina. The crew told other 
yacht owners nearby that it 
was headed for Maine later in 
the day. Meanwhile, two em- 
ployees of the Edgartown 
Yacht Chib said they saw 
Princess Diana sailing Friday 
afternoon with former CBS 
News anchorman Walter 
Cronkite. Princess Diana re- 
portedly is staying at Ambas- 
sador Paulo Tarso FTecha De 
Lima's rented 18th-century 
clapboard home while her 
two sons, William and Harry, 
vacation with their father. 
Prince Charles, in Greece. 
“She is very charmed by the 
Vineyard,” Mrs. Lucia De 
Tima said. “She hopes to 
have a peaceful time here, 
because it is so beantifoL She 
knows you are veiy charming 
people, and you wifi be very 
protective toward her. You 
will respect her need for 
some privacy and a vaca- 
tion.” 

Archaeologists ; 
unearth treasure 
inside Kremlin 

MOSCOW (AP) — 
Archeologists excavating in- 
side tiie Kremlin wafis have 
uncovered a treasure in^Tver 
coins and paper money from 
the 16th and 17th centimes,, 
the ITAR-TASS news agency 
reported. The recent digging 
has turned up artifacts dating 
to the 12th century, when tiie 
Kremlin was erected on the 
banks of the Moscow River. 
The findings include hun- 
dreds of objects, including 
ceramic fragments ana 
medieval utensils, the report 
said. The money was found 
near the former Senate build- 
mg, an Uth-ceatuiy structure 
presently being restored. The 
money was believed to be 
buried in 1612 when the 
Kremlin, then occupied by 
Polish invaders, was under 
siege. The treasure consists 
of an undetermined number 
of silver coins and about 
3,500 pieces of paper money, 
ITAR-TASS reported in a 
brief dispatch that gave few 
details. The money was unco- 
vered at the end of July, but 
the findings were not 
announced until Tuesday, 
ITAR-TASS said, adding 
that additional details would 
be released soon. Though 
best-known, as the seat of the 
Soviet and Russian govern- 
ments, the Kre mlin also con- 
tains one of Russia’s premier 
museums. The Armoury, 
which includes thousands of 
priceless artifacts from the 
czarist era. 

NASA robot 
dropped back 
into volcano 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska <R) 
— A remote-controlled robot 
remained in an active volca- 
no’s crater Tuesday after 
efforts for a helicopter rescue 
were aborted by a broken 
tether, the Alaska National 
Guard said. Dante n. the 
NASA (National Aeronau- 
tics and Space Administra- 
tion) robot posted on tiie 
11,070-foot (3,374 metres) 
Mount Spun, tumbled back 
into tiie crater that it has 
explored since July 29, in a 
rehearsal for mace missions, 
officials said, “it appears that 
they dropped the robot,” said 
Seigeant Bruce Gazaway of 
the Alaska National Guard. 
“Unfortunately, it fell bade 
into the volcano, so it makes 
it a Httle more difficult to 
retrieve." Further helicopter 
rescue attempts sue likely to 
be requested by NASA, he 
said, ‘Tm sure they still vfSOt 
the robot.” 
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